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. Stlver and Gold have I none, but ſuch as I have give I Thee, 
Acts 3. 6. 

Firſt Read, then Judge ; and Judge nothing before the 

time , becauſe the Wiſe ' Man faith , That to him that 


Judgeth a matter before he heareth it, it 5 folly and ſhame, 


Prov.18. 13. 
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CHARLES the II, 


England, S cotland, France and Ireland, KING: 


May it pleaſe Thee, O King, 

PDE? Am come now to preſent Thee with that 
WR M1 TE, the Compoſing of which I have 
been very much prefled to in ſpirit, ever 
AZ lince Thou waſt brought again into this 
I>& Land of Thy Nativity , with that great 
Wn Solemnity and Triumph ; the noiſe of 
which hath rejoyced the hearts of forregn 
Princes, daunted the ſpirits of thy Domeſtick Enemies, made 
thy Friends merry, and the rude multitude mad, even to the 
ſadning the hearts of the truly yertuous (and as I judge ) not 
becauſe thou art reſtored again, for the meerly Rational 
may plainly behold in it an high Act of Divine Providence : 
But the Moon-fick madneſs of the multitude, yet unrepen-- 
ted of, together with the revived and dayly continued Acts of 
abomination in Stage-playes, May-games, and Paſtimes, with 
the many btter and moſt horrid Oaths and Execratzons, uttered 
almoſtin every corner, by Nine-P:nn, Nine-Hole, and Pigeon- 
Hole-Players, and to the poyſoning the youth of our Age, in 
that multitude of dammy and debauched Bawdy-houſes, even the 
foul and deteſtible ſhame of a Chriſtian Kingdoms is that they 
fear is gathering into a black thick Cloud over the Land, and 
in 1! pecial over rude,revelling, ranting London 5 out of which it 
is to be feared ( unleſs Ninevehs Repentance intervene ) will be 
poured 
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poured out one or more of thoſe three heavy Judgments of 
God, Plague, Sword, or Famne. 

Therefore, O King, 1 have brought Thee an Antidote , 
both for Thee and Thine, the which haply may prove bit- 
ter to the taſte; and will hardly go down ; yetlet me afſurethee 
upon the wordof an honeſt man, there is nothing hurtful 
in it, there is not ſo much as an wnwho/ſome Bud, nor a ftinking 
Weed, but all precious Flowers and wholſom Herbs, newly ga- 
thered out of the Garden of God by a faithful Hand, and tem- 
pered together by a ſmcere heart 3 and is a Potion of that rare 
Vertue, that if it be willingly taken and well digeſted , it will 
take down the Tinpany of Pride, and utterly dry up the 
Dropficall humours of all Abomnations ; it will perfettly recover 
out of the Conſumption of Vertues, and fortifie the heart againſt 
all vice whatſoever 3 it will ſ{rengthen the ſtomack, both to re- 
cerve and retain wholſom and ſound Doftrine,and perfeRtly purge 
out the Iniquity of all your Holy Things 5 it will purge the 
Brain from all fanjical, formal frenzy, and cauſe it only to ſtudy 
the Great Things of Goas Laws it will perfefty purge out Me» 
lancholy, and generste Joy unſpeakable , and full of glory 5 it 
will dry up the overflowing Iſſues of Sin, aud nouriſh up a Soul 
unto Eternal Life 5 it will Operate upon the inward Man ſo, as 
that there will be a ſudden change inthe outward 5 it will make 
the proud perſon, Humble the Lofty , Lowly ; the Careleſs 
Careful 5 the Rich im this TVorld, Rich in Good Works ; the 
Stotted and painted face, truly penitent : To be ſhort, it will 
operate upon the Luxurious, Laſcivious and Licentious 5 and 
indeed upon all, /o as that it will take down the [nordinate . 
teat of Luſt, and make ſuch aſweet Compoſure, as that it will 
ſet Love, Joy, Fear, Zeal, Pitty, and Prety upon their right 
Objetts 5 it will perfectly purge out all Env y and Malice, Blood- 
thirſtineſs, Hatred, with all uncharitableneſs, and Create in 
the room thereof, Love, foy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentle- 
neſs, Goodneſs, with Meekneſs and Temperance 3 it will operate 
upon all Complextons and Sexes,and upon all Ranks and Subor- 

: dina- 
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dinations of men of all ages 3 and as I faid before, if nillingly 
Recetved and well Digeſted,it will make theP x1 Nc 8 Pittiful, 
7uft and Pious,and the Su Bj x c T Loving, Faithful 8 Loyal ; 
it will make Great perſons Noble, with that true Berean Nobili- 
ty, and joyn Goodneſs to their Greatneſs, { @ Rarity indeed ) it 
will make the middle fort of men Moderate, and cauſe 
them to uſe the Worldas it they uſed it not ; yea, it will make 
the very Bepgers of the Blood Royal of Heaven, and Children 
of God, yea Kings and Prieſds to God, and to Chriſt 5 it wil 
make the Sluggiſh and Slothful, watchfully Vrgilant, and the 
Vittous, truly Vertuors; it will make the Child Dutiful, and the 
Parents Indulgent, the Servant Painful , and the Mafter Pit- 
tiful ; it will Keep the Virgin Chaſte , and breed Loyalty in the 
Married 5 it will make Youth Sage and Grave, = gray Hairs 
truly Honourable ; it will make the Bond-man Free, and the 
Free-man a Fellow Cittzen with the Saints, and of the Fouſe- 
bold of God ; ic will make the Poor man, truly Rich , and the 
Rich by Poverty of Sprrit bleſſedly Poor; it will Correborate 
the Con--hearted, and cauſe the Coward earneſtly to contend for the 
Faith: In fine, it will ſo purge out the old Loaven, as that it will 
make a man become anew Lump 3 it will make a meer Natural 
man, truly Gratious, and cauſe him to put off that old man with 
all is deeds, and put on that new Man, which after God 1s crea» 
ted in Righteouſneſs, and true Hulynefs: And thus when old 
things are paſſed away, ye may evidently beheld all- things to 
become new 3 for though a ſpiritual man be: produced, yet he 
is not like a Spirit, So as to be mviſible, but apparently you may 
behold his Dialctt changed, and his Aſpett altered ; for that 
tongue that in the old man was an unruly member, and full of 
deadlyPoy ſon,Oaths, Execrations, and debauched Abominations 5 
is in the new Man, an [nſirument to ſet forth the Praiſe of God, 
and to tell what God hath done for his Soul, to talk ot.the. Mas 

Jefty of Chriſts Kingd:m, and to declare his Power, 

The Eye that was never better ſatisfied then when 7t was be- 

Lolding vanity, is new looking within the vail, where the Forces 

runner 
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runner if entred, itis now beholding the goodneſs of the Lord, and 
enquiring in h1s Temple, and atligently ſeeking after that one 
thing neceſſary, that once Mary choſe. 

e feet which before were /wiftly running to ſhed blood, 
are now in Zens Pathes, readily running the way of Gods Com- 
mandements. 

The hands which before were other wayes employed, are now 
handling of the Word of Life, which their Eyes have ſeen, and 
their ears have heard, the which their Tongues alſo are now ready 
to declare ; that ſo others may partake of that Fellowſhip, which 
they have with the Father, and hrs Son Feſus Chriſt. 

'. 'Toconclude, It is an Antidote of ſuch a tranſcendent wer- 
tue, that being rightly applyed, according to the enſueing Dire- 
(on, it will tranſlate a Creature out of the kingdom of darkene(®, 
znto the kingdom of Gods dear Son ; and alſo cauſe him there 

with Enoch and Noah , to walk with God, | 

O King, Silver and Gold have I none, but ſuch as I have grve 
T thee 5 1 give it thee freely, diſpoſe of it at thy pleaſure, for 
freely through mercy I received it, -it coſt me nothing that was 
worth the keeping; Þ parted not with ſo much as one Mite for tt, 
but that which tor ſome time was my daily infupportable bur- 
then, which at length grew ſo ponderous, that it weighed me 
down, even to the very brink of Hell, the Horrour whereof, Da- 
rius-like, cauſed me to forſake my meat , and alſo my /leep to 
paſs from me, it being a Mountaznous confuſed Lump of Ini- 
quities, Tranſoreſſions and Sins, the fruits of my labours from 
my Cradle ſome forty years in the Devils flavery, in which I was 
led captrue by him at his will ; the parting with which was my 
great gaine, not only by lightning my burthen, but by an en- 
lightning the eyes of my underſtanding, to the beholding and tay- 
ng hold on him who ts mviſible, And thus O King, through 
GraceIT became a Fannatich, or a mad man, as ſome call me. 

And now let me beg thee, OKzng ; Firlt, Neither to ſlight 
the Gift for the s banks | of the Gruer, nor the Potion, becauſe 
not compounded by the direttion of a Colledge of Phiſittans, Ke 

ave 


TO THE KING. 
have read many Authors ; but the rather efteemit, becauſe itis 
an experienced Receipt,and becauſe as the Phyſitians uſe to ſay, 
Proven eſt Fern = —3 : 

And ſecondly,/'let me beg thee; © King, to mike uſe of it th 
ſelf : for, ſure I am, thou haft ow of ſi 3+) X perm cre 
it thou doſt, I am confident I need not then beg a third Boon 
of thee, to recommend it to thy great Family , viz. to thoſe that 
are under thy charge 3 tor” that 1s one part of the excellent ver- 
tue that Souls are made pgrtakers of, that welt gigeſt it, viz. 
that when they are Converted, they will be provoked then , to 
firengthen their Brethren, - | y 
. And now, O King, I ſhall at preſent ceaſeto ask more, at 
thy Throne, but ſhall apply my ſelf to the Throne of Grace, 
ard thete beg the Lord, to give thee as much true joy im Reading, 
as he zn mercy gave me 11 writing it,. and that as he hath begun 
this good Work, to put thts Antidote into thy hana, 10 he. would 

ett the ſame, that he would ſweeten it to thy taſte, and hel, 
thy diſoeftions and ſeeing he hath declared himſelt to be ſucl 
an'one that wazteth upon Souls," that be mg t be gracious unto 
them,” that he woul wazr uſo thee with the ſwees mncomings of 
his own' Spirit 5 and in ſpectal, whilſt thou art takmg thit Po 
tion, that he would v4/it thee with his loving kindneſs, So, as 
that it may, .effettually operate. upon thee; to. the bringin 
forth"'the fruts thereof in thy Life and; Canverſation,: to .the 
Honour and :Glory of - him, who't hath ralready..done fuch 
great T1 hmgs for thee 3. 'into whoſe Care; Direftion' and ' Pro- 
zefion, he ſhall now 'commend thee, whois, and by his 
Aſſiſtance ſhall ever be, WO ONE | 
_ Thy Loyal Subject to Pray , ' but nether 'to' Sapear, nor 
= Fight for thee, yet Faithfully to Obey thee im all things, 
that God requires in his Scriptures of Truth 5 who never 
- , "did fight againſt any of thy Predeceſſors, nor never ſhall re- 
»1+-11 ſafe to fote againſt Thee,nor any of Thy Succefſors; 
B 
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Arvel not, O King , at my fingle-hearted Concluſion, in 
| thatI ſaid, T ſhall neither Swear nor Fight for Thee , nei- 
- © ther conclude me peremprorily Peeviſh, nor ſattiauſly Rebel- 
lows, becange 1 an fo plain : But by the way know ,, That in Conclufiar 
Aon wilr.tind him to be Thy trweſt Eriend, that dealeth plainlieſt wth 
et , for ove Dram of down right honeſty , is of more true worth,than 
a. whole Pound of fawning flattery ; for mine byyn-part, alchough T am 
by Trade an #pholdfter , yet know, O King, I come not to ſow Pets 
lows under thy Elbows, 1 fear thou haſt Artificial Werk-men at that work, 
already, ad roo many too,for thy future good ; but what I have received 
of - the Lord,in the fingleneſs of my hcartyand'in plaineſs of ſpecchy] 
declare unto Thee, Take it as Thou wi/t, and do with me for it as Thow 
pleaſeſt,the meaning of it / yet wnderſtand ot , but ſure I am ,'1 have 
more than a common impulſe to the Work, 'however it will fare with 
me I matter not, I both Hope and Pray it may prove of good aſe to 
Thee: Therefore T ſhall beg Thee in Gods fear , to coufcder ſercouſly 
what Thowdoff, when Thou ſhalt force men'to Swear:; fox -he that will 
Fegbt for Thee , and he that will Swear for Thee, heing thereto con- 
ſtrained , will be as ready, if ut fland with his own intereſt, both to 
Swear and Fight againſt Thee ; for men generally make little Conſcience 
of keeping conſtrained Vowes, 
.O King, Thou haſt been Tutored by Experience, the beſt Myſter ; 
and I need not tell Thee , . that Couſtraint and Reſtraint ate two Ex- 
frreams , and therefore dargerons to deal withal. 
Volurtarily ſome there are , bit others being thereto forced , have 
" already tO their hearts trouble Sworn againſt Thee : And now, ..\if thou 
ſhalt again conepe/ hex ta Swear far. thee), What is it leſs than\to rav:/Þ 
their Copſczences , ang to, force them moſt abominably to forſwear them- 
ſelves 7 Arcally wayto pull down Gods Tudgements upon the Nation ; ſo 
Be | ſo 
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ſo ſaith the Prophet, Jer. 23.10. For becauſe of Swearing the Land 
wourneth : So allo {aich another Prophet, Meoſ. 10.4. They bave ſpoken 
words, Swearmus falſly,in making a Covenant : Thus Judgement ſpring- 
eth up as Hemlock un the furrows of the Field, 

And left I be found guilty of ſuch a heinaw for, I (hall reſolve to 
truſt a man upon his bare word , rather than force him to Swear ; for he 
that for his own Benefu will not regard the kgeping his word paſſed be- 
fore God to Man, will for his own advantage be as careleſs boxh of God 
and May, in ſighting his «wwilling Vow, "RF 

- "Therefore » this., Q King , Te perſwaded to leave men ta their 

Liberties ; and know, that Englands Subjetts will be ſooner won by their 
Kings Kindneſs, than brought under by his cruelty: It is the Love of Chrif 
that conſtrains his 3 So let thy Lenity allure thine, | 

And be entreated to ſhake off all ſleviſh carnal fear,and.calt thy care 
and burthen xpon him, who hath hitherto takgn ſuch caye for thee, Render 
thou' but to hr accordingto bis Benefits beſtowed pan thee , and confi- 
dent I am, that the Keeper of /frael, who nerher ſlumbreth nor ſleep- 
eth, will watch thy Subjefts hearts, So, as that they ſhall be kept cloſe to 
thee; for when a mans wayes pleaſe the Lord, be will wake his Enenues to 

ut Peace _ him.. Prov.16.7. $9) F 

And think not to-make thy ſelf ftrong, by forcing thy Subzets to for- 
ſwear themſeves , in ore by hve, vg he that. Swore by himſelf, 

When he canlt £:-car 67 ne-Oreater , ſtretch out his Sin-revenging hand 
againſt thee ;. but rather ſay to thy Swbjetts, as the Lord Chriſt [ah to 
his, Mat. 5.34. Swear not at alt : And I being one of his Subjets, this 
is one Reaſon, O King, why I told thee in innethcr ſpeech, - that I 
cannot Swear for thee ; and becauſe he farther requireth me , . thar I 
ſhould /ove my Enemies, and do good to thems that hate me , and pray 
for them that daſpitefully uſe me , Mat.5.44. This is another Reaſon, O 
King, Why I cannot Fight for thee : And I being a Branch in that Vine, 
of which the Root and Off-ſpring of David is the Root, and from whons 
onely I dayly through mercy receive ſap , vigour and freſh ſupplies of 
Grace, for the ſtrengthening and ſupporting of My inward man , , not 
have ſo much as a thought to Swear thee to be Supream of that Body of 
which Chriſt is the Head ; and becauſe the Lord by his Prophet, Jer.18, 
9. ſaith thus, Ar what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation , and con- 
cerning a Kingdom , 10 Build and to Plant it ; if it doewnl in my hohe, 
ſo that it obey not my voce , then will I repent F the good wherewuh I 
ſaid I would Benefit it : This is alſo another Reaſon, O King, why I can- 
not Swear nor Fight for thee ;, for if thy Attings ſhall nor anſwer Gods 
End (if bis Word be true ) thou mult then expect a removal, and a pul- 


B 2 ling 


AN AFTER-WRITING,&c. 
ling down ; and if I ſhall Swear, or Fight, to ſupport thee, when by thy 
Attings thou ſhalt cauſe God to pull thee down; Whatis it leſs than for 
me to he found fighting againſt God > And beſides, A Servant of the 
Lord muſt not ſtrive,but be gentleto all, 2 Tim, 2.24. | 

And by the way know , That theſe Reſolves were not intended to thy 
ſelf only, bn alſo to thoſe that were in Power after thy Father, and before 
thee, were theſe things manifeſted ; as by my Declaration in the End 
of this Book,is evident. 

Therefore, O King, if thou ſhalt ſeem to Connter-mand my Loyalty 
to h:m,who bought me at ſo dear a price, as the ſhedding of his own pre- 
t10ns Blood , Acts 20.28, I ſhall delire thee to Fudge between me and 
my God, aud (hall ask thee in the words of Peter and John, Acts 4.19. 
Whether it be right 1n the ſight of God, to hearken unto thee, more than un- 
to my God ? Iſhall deſire thy ſelf to be Fudge. 

And thus, O King, having (I hope) given thee. a Rational account, 
of my down-right and fingle-hearted Concluſion of my Epiſtle to thee De- 
dicated ; I ſhall now tell thee 1» the faithfulneſs of my Soul, that by the 
Law of the ſame Law-giver, 1am bound not onely to- pray for thee, 
x Tim.2.2. but alſo to obey thee in all Civil things,that are agreeable to 
the Mind of God, revealed in his Scriptures of. Truth ; and alſo to ren, 
der Tribute, Cuſtome, Fear and Honour, both to thee, as God hath ſet 
thee over us , 4d to all others ſont by thee, Rom. 13.7, 1 Pet. 2,13, 
Whoſe Obedience upon the word of a Chriſtian , widhour Cmoaring or 
Fighting , either' for or againſt thee (God afliſting) he ſhall aithfully 
continxe ; Who reſolveth (unleſs for his tnocent Judgement , tho either 
Deprive him of Life, or Bamſh him this Land of his Natroit Jy) to remain 
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it Death, Thy Loyal SubjeR, 
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HE Common Proverb goes, That every Little makes 
@ Mickle 5 and the Kivugs TRE aSURIES being 
empty,whilſt-the Parl:ament and City are'throwing 
in their Rich Gifts, I ( with the Poor Widow in the Goſpel, 
have caſt in my M1 T £, let the King take it how he pleaſeth , 
ſure I am,he ml take it amiſs,it he take tt not well ; Be God is 
my Witneſs, I intended it tor good, and fo it will Prove , if 
rightly :mproved; and is of that worth, that it may be faid of 72, 
as our Saviour faid of the Widows Mite, [t will Prove worth all; 
not for the Quantzty, but forthe. Qualrty of it; nor for the 
Beauty, but for the Bleſſedne/s not tor the Eloquence , but for 
the Excellency of it ; theirs being Mater1al, but this Superna- 
tural ; theirs Perifſhing, but this Permanent 5 theirs onely ta 
Feed,Cloath and Pamper the Body, but this to Nouriſh, Streng 
then, and to Support the Soul. | 

Reader, 1 was-neither bred a Scholar tior a Courtier 3 there- 
fore thots muſt expect 1n it neither. Complement nor Curio/itys 
neither was I ever out'of this Land of my Nativity ; there- 
fore look not for any forre:gn Raritzes, but ſuch only as are 
to be found in the Garden of God. 

Itis a Home-ſpun Piece, wherein there is- little Elaquence, 
and leſs Flattery, but ſtore of down r1ght honeſty, with abun- 
dance of Fidelity 3'a Ponderous weight, of the trueſt Love, wrapt 
up in an homely Garment of the beſt Loyalty. 

To be ſhort, itis that which 1 know, muſt undergo many 
Cenſures ( it not my ſelf ſeverely Sentenced for it ) both by the 
Critacal Church-man, andthe Carnal Church-memher, the Flat- 
tering Courtter, and the Flouting Citizen,” the Learned Lawyer, 
and the {literate Ruſtich 3 but let them ſay what they will, 


anddo with /t and Me what they pleaſe,] much matter it _ 
or 


FT Q-+T-H-B-READER, 

for in my Compoſing ofir, I had a good Conſcrence; which, 
ſure I am, n the midſt of the worſt of Miſertes, will be to mea 
Continual-Feaft's. rilook-upon:1it, to bea part of fuy Gene- 
ration work, to ſpeak a word i ſeaſon, to the CY of 
Vertue, and the bearing my Teſtimony agatnſt Vice, as tar as the 
Lord hath enabled me to the beatrng zt down ; and {p,w be 
guilty ofthe blood of none, but to haye a Conſciencht al- 
wayes void ot: offence, both towards. God,” and towggrds 
Man, and to have no feHlowfhip with the: untruictul works of 
darkneſs, but to Reprove them. | | 

Reader, In fine, itisa part of my Telent, the which I dare 
»0t hide in a. Napkzs 3. and ſceivg it cannot be permitted to be 
employed where :t ought, at mine own peril F dare not but Mint- 
fter it where 1 may : Therefore take and read it, after which, 
it thou find Benefit by tt , bleſs God for tt , and crave his afſi- 
ſtance, that thou mayeft make a r:ght uſe of it ; for it ts hus, 
and nune nv otherwiſe, than from hum, through Mercy I have 
receruved it, | 

Neither do I /o highly praiſe it, for any thing that I have n- 
fuſed intou; but for what through 'mercy I have. been made 
partaker of byit 3 by Drume aſſiſtance. I have Compoled it,and 
the Shearcher of all hearts knows, it is neither Pay, nor 
Praiſe T aim at, for my rewardis with him : But if the Glory 
of God, the Well-bezng of bus People, the Good of the King, or 
the Benefit but of one Soul be thereby produced, he hath his End ; 
who defireth according to the Abt/zty recerved, to remain, 


Thy Faithful Friendin the 
Truths of Jeſus, 
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READER, 

Knowing the tener of the fprars. of the: generality of the Sons 

and Danghrers of mer of this Nation, ix ih juttwre of time, 

* * *Camnot but expef#that thou ſhouldſt be ſomerhing wriſatified with 

my plainneſs of ſpeech ; and my Terms of Thy, Thee, Thou, and O 

Ring, in my D:ſcourſe to the King ;and alſo, 1n that I afford hins not 

thoſe Titles that ſome men axe pleaſed to put upon him, and therein 

I am perfwaded thou wilt be ready'to judge xte,as. one that am;either 

peremptotily lighting, or peevithlp-unvervalurag the Kg, becaule 
I do not ſap and Þv, to and fox him, as rhou'haply carft and dof. 

Or at the beſt,for the plainneſs of my ſpeech , thou wilt conclude 
me to be one of thofe New-lighted men of ous age;zcommonly diſtin= 
ouiſhed by the” narne-of Quakers , .becauſe that in their Speakings 
and Writings, they generally uſe the ſame Terms; and to ſay Truth, 
if they didnor oe the Language , and wear the Cloathing of the 
Sheep hn ” T0 y could not (Wolf-like) ſocafily deceive as gene- 
rally r . 

rs Fre Reader, I do hereby affure thee, that I am not of thar 
Smagogee ; forthrough mercy I can groundedly, and upon 2 good 
account let thee know", that 1 nalk bythe creAion of a more ſwrer 
word of Prophefis , to which I ſball vour by the affiſtance of the 
Eternal Spirit , to take goad heed to; and from which I ſhall war- 
rant the ſoundneſs aud manner of my Speech ( though it be in ſuch: 
plainneſs and without flattery) to be of God. | 

Ang becauſe theſe Notiomfts'have ſome of Caraans Language intheir 
wouths ; T ſhall therefore no more forbdar the ufing of 1t, than the 
Apoſile Peter did the Confefling of Chyilt tobe the Sou of che living 
God, Mat.16.16, Becauſe the Devil in ſomany words acknowledged. 
the ſame, Mar.$.29, Mark 5.7, Luke 8.28, 

' Neither ſhall I reſolve to «ter wy Dabit ,. becauſe theſe men being 

deceived, run up and down i» the ſheeps cloathing,decervsng ; bur ball 

patiently waitupon God for'a Mamteſtation of .ahem and all overs, to. 
be of the Synacroccue of Satan, who ſay, they are Jewes., and are 

not,but do lie. 

In the mean while Reader , in Chriſtian: love Ifall further en- 

 deavour thy farisfattion, 'and in the fingleneſs of ay Soul, -1thall let 
thee know, that T borh do and Hall Honour the Ringzwich that Honour 


and reſpect that the Lo92v requirech J ſhoald; as in this Dsſcowr/e, 
COM 


ole ANA TRERSIORD.. 
compared with my Decjaration in the end of this Book folded, is evi- 
dent ; although as thou haply mayeft Judge in my ſo ſpeakzng, I rude- 
ly behave my ſelf. ES 
Therefore ſor thy farther ſat isfattion, know, That as I am a Servant 
to the Moſt High Ged;. and aiAtewber of a;Chuxch of Chriſt ; So 1 look 
upon itt be my Dury; 10 Regalate my» Converſation as becometh  « 
Goſpel of Chrift, and to walkin the, foorſteps of the Flock, of God, £ 
before ; whoy though according to the Kegwuirement of God, they were 
obedient to Rings, Rulers and Governours, yer they gave them xo other 
Language thaw in zi my Diſtourſe /givero Ring CHARLES, 
witnefsthat Diſcourſe, RNC {had jim H ad of Gold, 
that King-of Kings ," Neluvchadnnzxies (Kring of Bgg1lon, Daniel 2.29. 
who ſaid? T4 p; thee ,D Ring ,”thy+bosght5+capte into thy bead - 
ard thou; D-RBing , . ſaweſt, &c. And in ver. 31. . Ard, thou, © 
Rinx,- art King of Kings, Ver. 37.. Ard thou- art this Head of Gold, 
Verie' 38. 'And 'in Dan. 44:22. , :4;,'«,thou,,. 0. King, . that art 
grown'and become ſtrong,and thy greatneſs #5, grown and reacheth unto H, cA- 
ven, aud thy Dominion' unto the ends of: the) Earth ;. yet they ſhall drive 
thee ſrom men , and thy\dwelling ſhall be with the Beafts of the Field; and 
they ſhall make the to eatgraſs as Oxen ; and they ſhall wet thet with the 
dew of Heaven ; and ſruen times ſhall-paſs over thee, till thou know that 
the Meft High Rwleth imuhe'Kingdam of -men,, and giveth jt ro whons 
be will, V..25. Wherefore; D King, lat wy Counſel be acceptalejothe, 
aud treak off thy fins by Righteouineſs, and thine 1»19mty. by ſhewing 
Mercy to the Poor, if 3t may be alengthning out if thy 7 ranquulity, = 
But leſt any man ſhould ſay,that Nevuchadnezzar Was a Heathen ; 
and therefore the Prophet gave him neither che Tztles, nor that due 
Reſpett that otherwitehhe would, have done... .,. .. . 
In Anſwer whereunto :.L ſhall lay;beforg thee the Prophet David, 
a King in Jſrael, and:a man after.Gods own heart, ; who, it 1t had been 
his due by Gods Appointment, could as well have become the Title of 
Dacred, and Yolt Sacred Pajeſtp, -as any He that I ever read or 
'deard'otiy! either betare ar afterihim, toghis very day ; yet we read, 
that when the Prophercdme tohim;in the cate of #riah the Hittite, he 
ſaid no; » WDayii pleaſe your Sacred Dajeſty ;- but Nathan ſaid-unts 
David, 2$am{12.7. Thou art the Man... And v.9. Thou haſt kil- 
led Uriah the Hittite with the Sword , and taken his Wife to be thy 
Wife-z\ ow thexare- the Sword (hall not depart frons thy Houſe. 
-- Nelther.didche Woman of Tekoah, in Abſeloms caſe, come with a, 
-Paplc pleaſe youvnaft Sacred Bajefty,, t9r we may plainly undex- 
ſtand what her Diale@& was to-King David , 2 Sam, 14.5, -Even,Help, 
D Ring, 


TOCTTHE READER, ' 
D Ring, "Ther faid:ſhe , v.11, -7 praythe, /et the King Remember 
the Lord'thp God; that thou wouldeſt not | ſuffer the Revengey of blood to 
deſtroy. Many more Examples of this kind might be ſuſhciently mul- 
tiplyed, if need(ul. : 

: But to come nearer , even to:the diſpenſation we are now under 
Peter ſaid unto theiiLord Chriſt, to Emanuel, evento God with wi, 
Mat.16,16\ 7Thou art Chriſt the Son of the living God, And the Apo- 
file Pasl being a Priſoner, and coming to make- his defence, Ads 26. . 
2,3. he ſaid,. {think my ſelf happy ,. Ring Agrippa, becauſe 1 ſhall Au- 
ſwer for my ſelf before thee, this day ; for I knoy-tht to be exvert in all 
Cuſtames (and Queſtions among the fews ; wherefore-1 beſeech thee (not 
your molt Sacred Bajeſty) 4: / heſeech thee to hear -me patiently. And 
inv.13, & 14, At mid-day,D Ring, I ſaw a !1ght from Heaven, 
eAnd a voyce ſpeaking unto me ; Wherewpom, O King Agrippa , -I was 
not diſobedient to the heavenly voice, V. 19, Andinv. 27. Ring 
Agrippa, Belizveſ# thou the Prophets ? I know thou Beleeveſt, And 
Part ſaid,-v.29. -1 would to God that not onelythou,but all that hear me. 
this day ;" were both almiſt and altogether ſuch an one as I am,except theſe 

Bonds. 

Even ſo-ſhall I Cay to thee, O Reader, I would to God that as to my 
Judgement , thou wert even ſuch an one as my ſelf, that ſo thou 
mughreſt give to Caſar , onely the things that are Ceſars, and to God the 
things that are Gods. | 

And, Reader, [conſider with thy ſelf , that if the Lord Chtift re- 
proved him that ſaid to him , good Maſter ; ſaying , #hy calleſs thou 
we K0od © There #5 none Cad but Dne,even God, Luke x8.19.Even 
ſo do I ſay to myſelf ; Why thould I dare to Call the greateſt of Men, 
molt Sacred? When it is an Attribnte that properly and peculiarly be-- 
longs to God himſelf, and was never given to Ban by God; and 79 
me, it ſeems to be one of thoſe names of Blaſphemy upon the ſeven 
Heads of the Beaſt,Rev. 13.2, and no better than a flattering Title. 

The which,with another. of the Rings Titles, had I but the prowy- 
ledge of his Ear but one little pretance of time, I queſtion not, but by 
Drvine aſſiſtance , 1 ſhould ſo diſcover the wnlawfulneſs thereof, as that 

e wauld himſelf refuſe to own them, 

And for me to flatter him, or any man elſe, I dare not for theſe 
Reaſons : 

_ Furſt, Leſt thereby I bring my ſelf and mine , under the Sin-reveng- 
wg-hand of God. And, | 

Secondly, Leſt I thereby enſnare others. 

Fuſt, Leaſt I endanger my ſelf —_— ; Becauſe, if Jobs yy 


AN AFTERWORD, &c.' ; 
be true, Who ſaith , That he kyoweth not to give flattering Tatles; 
if I ſoo, my Maker (ſaith he) world ſoon take me away, Job 32.21, 
22. And thould I be found ſo dang, God would ns mote excuſe we, thas 
him;for ſaith the Prophet David, Pla, 12.3.T he Lord will cut off all flats 
tering lips, 4d the tongue hat Cpeaketh p2oud things ; and alſo ſaith 
that upright man, Job, He that {peaketh flattery 19 hu Friend, even 
the eyes of bis Childzen ſhall fail, Job r9. 5. So that as I render the 
good of my ſelf and nine, J varenot do it. 

And ſecondly, I dare not doit, left I endanger others ; for a man 
chat flattereth hs Nesghbour , ſpreadeth a Nex for hs feet , ſaith the 
wiſeſt of men, Prov,29.5. for ſaith he, eA flattering mouth workg:h 
rune, Prov.26.28, ; 

And this is that which was the deſtruRion of King Herad, AQ.12, 
21. for ſaith the Text, On a ſct day, Hered arrayed in Royal apparel, 
ſee upon his Throne and made an Oration unto bus Subjetts ; Who upon the 
hearing thereof , began to flatter him ; for ſaith the Text, T7 be Peo- 
ple gene a ſhout, ſaying, Tit is the voyce of a God,anunot of a Ban ; 

immediatly the Angel of the Lord {mote him, becauſe he gave not 


God the Glozp ; and he was eaten of Worms, and gave up the Ghoſt : 


had not his ſudzeRs given him that flattering Applauſe , he had not 
robbed God of his Glozy,and ſo the Angel had not ſmitten him. 
So that i» this I queſtion not , but I ſhall evidence my love to the 
King more ,than they that ſo flatter him. | 
. Therefore this ſhall be my Reſolution ( the Lord aflifting me) to 
continue treading in the feoofeys of the Flack, of God gone before , and 
ſhall conclude with my ſelf, and ſay with that Queen, Heſter 4.16. 
And if thereix 1 periſh, I periſh ; for Thad rather ſuffer by man ww obed:- 
roy & my God, than by the Sin-revenging hand of God,to be cut off in bis 
ſpleaſure. , 
Ad thus, Reader,having given thee an account of my munnxer of Speech 
to the King , Which is none other than what he Popple of God in former 
Ages uſed, both under the Law , and #nder- this Gofpel Diſpenſation : 1 
ſhall rake my leave, and defiring the . Lord to 7 it home upon thy 
heart , andthat it may be ſatisfattory to thee , that ſo thou wmayef not 
have a prejudice in thy ſpirit againſt hins, who deſereth to do nothing., Ci- 
ther in word. or Att;on , but what may tend to the G/oryof God, the 
good of his:own Soul , and the. enlightmng of thoſe with whom he 
th Converſe ; who- ſhall be ready in Chriſtian love, to give 
thee a Veibal ſatisfaCtion, toany thing that in this Dilcourſe\may be 
thy diflatisfaction, r 
| And te remain thy Friend therein,to ſerve thee, 
HENRY ADIS. 
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ButHezekiah rendred not again acccording to the benefits beſlowed 
upen him but his heart was lifted up : Therefore there was 
wrath upon him,and upþen Judah and Jeruſalem. 


HESE Words themſelves have a Dependancy upon the 

- Story going before, and are no other but a Declaration,or 

Manmfeſtation of the Kings wnthankfulueſs to God , for his 
CHMerces beſtowed,and of the ſad Conſequences thereof. 

But Hezekiah rendred not again according to the Benefits beſtowed upon 
hin;bat his heart was lifted up : Therefore - fas was wrath upon by, 4 
«pon Judah and Jeruſalem, | 

Had this Diſcourſe been ſpoken as it is now written to thee, O 
King , many d:ſtinttons micks have been made , and ſeveral and re= 
wn ob Obſervations hinted at , which might have been very «ſeful (if 
diligently minded, and a« effeftually put 1nto prattiſe ) ſome of which tor 
brevity ſake I ſhall here omit ', and ſhall firſt run over the Story that 
occaſioned the Spirit of God to lay down theſe words , and therein briefly 
hint at ſome things I ſhall judge «ſefw! ; and then sn the firength of the 
ſame Spirit ,come to the handling of the words themſelves, EP 
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Good Hezekzab after the death of his Father King Ahaz, began his 
Reign., | as we may read, 2 Chron.2$.27. whodwd hts 'S0n;/0p ax 
a Copy - thatin wuthhe could not Wnte after 10 394 bout blotting; | > 
therefore he leaves the ſteps of his Father, arid Walks in the pathes of Da- 
vid,and ſome others of his Fore-fathers, 

For Ahaz (his Father) Reigned ſixteen years in Jeruſalem, but he did 
not that which was Rich: i the ſight of .the Lord, like David his Fa- 
ther , Chap. 28.1, for; he walked, 1# the. wayes of the Kings of Iſrael 
(which were the wayes.of Jeroboam-the Soh of \Nebat, who made Iſracl 
to fin ) And alſo, or over and above their abominations, he made 
molten Images to Balaam, V.2. eAnd burned Incenſe in the valley of the 
ſon of Hinnom , and burned his Chyldren 1n1the fixe ,. after the manner of 
the Heathen, v. 3. He Cerrificedpelſe and burngd Incenſe tn, thi high 
Placesgaht under every green Tree,#.4Forywhich rail-actings 
delivered him into the hanl# of the Pings o Syrial and into fe 
the Kings of Iſrael , who ſneote him with great ſlaught er,V.$. ence 
we may note , That when Kings, Rulers or Goverpours, At con- 
trary to the mind of God, God raiſethup Avveyſaries pgaiuft them, as 
once he did againſt So/omon, 1 Kings 11.14. And as Ahaz continues 
his miſ-attings , ſo God encreaſeth his Adverſaries; for the Edomtes- 
alſo came and ſmote Judah , and carried away C aptives, v.17, Yet for 
all this, Ahaz returned not to bim; that ſmote him”; Therefoze the Phi- 
liſtines alſo had invaded the Cities of the Low-Countrezes , anjl had taken 
ſeveral Towns and Villages , and came and dwelt in his Land , verſ, IS, 
Whereupon Ahaz ſends out for help to ſuppreſs his Enemies,burt all 
in vain,ſo long as he continues an Enemy to God by. wicked works, For at 
that time Ahaz ſent to the Kings of Aflyria to help him,v.16, To whom 
Ahaz gave gifts ont of the Lords Houſe,and'ont of the Princes Houſes ; 
but they behed him nt,v.21, but diſtreſſed him;s,20, Whznce we,may 
$1rther note, That whillt men continue wicked , their Bleſſings beoome 
Curſes, and their hoped fot helps, hindzances, 

d thus whilſt Abaz is under the fin-revenging hand of God, 
the Taying of the Prophet ſarah is in him made good, 1ſaiah 1.5. 
Why ſhould ye be ſmitten any more ? ye will revolt yet more and more, For 
with our firſt Parents in the Garden, Gen.3.8. Ahaz runs ſurther 
from his God ,.. and xeturneth not to h11 that {mote him; And with the 
frerce dog earneftly ſnaps at the ſtone that is thrown at him, little confiderin 
the hand that threw it. And thus whilſt men are quarrelling at fend 
cauſes , they looſe both' the Benefit 'and the Bleſſing of Gods chaſtiſing 
hand ; And therefore cannot with David (that man after Gods own 
heazt) ſay , as once he did; P/al. 119,67, 71, Jt was good for = 
Cs endl a 


that be was atflided;, for before p< 3) s affifted he went aſtray ; but row 
(ſaith he) J have kept thy wozd. Tha whillt David is making a Right 
1mprovement of Gods chaſtifing: hand upon him , he is made onfil of 
Gods faithfulneſs towards him;which cauſeth him thankfully to acknow- 
ledge the ſame ; and to ſay, v.57. Iknow, O Lord, that thy Judge- 
ments are right, and that thou in faithfulneſs haſt aſfiitted me : He now 
ſees the dealings of God herein towards him to be. ſuch! , as that he 
makes that Santtified uſe of it , as once Moſes the {ſervant of the Lord 
required of Iſrael, Deut.S.5. Thou ſhalt alſo conſider in thine heart, that 
as a Pather chaſteneth his Son , ſo the Lord thy God chaſteneth thee. And 
ſo ſaith our Apoltle , Heb.12.5, &c,——- My ſon deſfiſe not thou the 
chaſteming of the Lord —— For whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and 
ſconrgeth every Son whom he recerveth. 

Men lie under the ("haſtiſing hand of Grd , a» Wax and Clay in the 
heat of the Sun', . whoſe heat ſo Mollifieth the Wax , as that it becomes 
fable and fir for the impreſſion of the Seal; Whilſt the Clay (though 

efore ſoft) yet is thereby hardened, made ſtiff, and ſobrittle, that 1t 
will rather break, than in the leaſt conforms to the Seal. 
. And thus,it fares. with King Ahaz,he grows worſe and worſe ; for in 
the time of this diſtreſs, did he Treſpaſs yet moze and moze , ſaith the 
Text, 2 Cor, 28, verſ.22, For he Sacrificed to the Gods of Damaskas, 
whith [mate him ; and he ſaid, Becauſe the Gods of the Kings of Syriah 
helped them, Therefoze will I Sacrifice to them, that they my help me, 
verſ. 23, Thus whilſt men ſorſake. the true God,they truſt on them which 
by nature are no Geds : And: ſo become as ſenſeleſs, and as ſottiſh as they. 
For they that make them, are likg unto them ; And ſo are all they that put 
their truſt in them, Pſal.115.8, 

And as if th2ſe miſ-actings of his were not enough to make hi, 
and- his People ſufficiemly Miſerable; he Crowns , as it were all us 
former Evlls , witt-this zr:pple Crown of Abowinations ; Fillt, be cus 
1n pieces the veſſels of the Lords Houſe, Secondly , he ſFut np the Doors 
of the Lords Houſe, And Thirdly, he ſets up a falſe worſhip. in exery 
Corner of Ternſalem,ta burn incenſe unto ther Gods, v, 24,25.. 

Thus whilſt . men. relinquiſh their knowledge of the true God, they are 
given up to blindneſs of Eyes, and hardneſs of Heart ; To -commutr all 
Abominations Wih greedizeſs ; for ſolaith our Apoſtle, Rom.1.28,29., 
And as they did not likg to retain God in their kxowledge, God gave them ny 
to.4 reprobate mind , to do thoſe things which were nat coxement , being 
filted. with all unrighteouſneſs, &c. And thus whillt Ahaz is com- 
qutting fin with greedilneſs, cAhaz is. made partaker. of ics wages ; for 
the wages of ittis death, Kew, 6, 23, And ſeeing 4haz will thus® 


forget 


_ — 
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(4) 
forget Godin his life time , God at length will deprive him of, a poſ= 
ſibility of remembring him at all ; for-in death there is no re ng 
of thee ; e And who ſhall give thee Thanks 1n the Put ? Plal.6.y. 
Ahaz being thus _— of life , Hezekiah now cometh to ſwc- 

ceed his Father-in the Crown and Government : And ſeeing the ſeveral 
wiſ-aftings of his Father, and the ſad (Conſequences that attended both 
bim and his People therewpor, is not willingto heir his Fathers puniſh- 
ments; And therefore wlll not att in his Fathers fins , but makes an evi- 
dent Manifeſtation of his experimental knowledge of thems , and alſo of 
his #tter Deteſtation to them; together with a Publick, Declaration of 
the intentions of his heart, for a thorow Reformation throughout his whole 
Realm ; for he gathered the Prieſts and the Levites together into the Eaſt- 
ſtreet, Chap. 29.v.4. and ſaid,v.6, Owr Fathers have treſpalſed and done 
that which was evil in the eyes of the Lord our Gal , have forſaken 
him, and have turned away thei? faces from the Habitation L | the Lord, 
and turned their backs , v.7. Alſo they bave thut up the Do1s of the 
JPoztch , a»d put out the Lamps , and have not burn Incenſe , nor of- 
fered burnt-offerings in the Holy Place , unto the God of Iſrael : Where: 
fore Caith he,v.8. The CArath of the Lord was upon Judah and Feruſa- 
lem, and he hath delivered them to trouble, to aſtoniſbment, and to bing, | 
a4 ye ſee with your eyes ; for ſaith he,v.9. Our Fathers have fallen by the 
Sword , and our Sous and 9wr Daughters , and our Wives are in Captroity 
(fo: this) And wow it is in mine heart to make a Covenant with the Lord 
God of Iſrael, that his fierce wrath may turn away fromm , veil, 10, 
Therefore he .calls upon the Levites and the Prieſts , to be ative in 
the Work, and not to be negligent inthe places God had ſet them in, 
verſe II. 

A glmions Reformation is likely to ſucceed , when a Prince, not out 
of (uſtomse, but out of Conſcience, ſhall begin the Work; and the more 
likely it is to proſper, when his zea/ thereunto ſhall rhxs cauſe him to 
provoke them,wvho indeed ſhould have firſt ſtirred him ap to the Work, 

Andin this Reformarion , the firlt work that he enters upon,is the 

opening and Repairing the Doo} of the Lozvs Houſe , a»d to cauſe 
the Levites to ſanthifie themſelves , and to ſanttifie the Houſe of God, and 
to carry fo2ch the filchineſs out of the holy Place, v. 3,4,5. the direft 
way t0 a happy Reformation, and as ready a way to have with God a Re- 
conciliation ; for if the iniquity of our holy things be not done away , what 
will it avail us, though we thrive never ſo well in our ſecular affairs ? 
for ſaith our Saviour, Mat,16:26, For what ts a man profited, if he. ſhall 
gain the whole world,and looſe his own Soul ? Or what ſhall a man give 
3n exchange for his Soul ? SIA 4 F 30 03? 


In 
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In this Reformation, Hexekiah! > equals his willingneſs; and like 
4 pair of Heiſers accuſtomed to the yoak , they draw yes rogether ; far 
as it as his firſt work, to have reſpect to the cleanſing of his holy things; 
ſoitwas his care to do it in the firſt year of his Reign; and not late in 
the year, but in rhe on of that firft year ; -tor to ſaith the Texc, 
2 (hron.29.3. Hein the firſt year of his Reign,;n the firſt month, opt- 
ned the Ooo2s, &c. 

And ths is that which I am perſwaded is well pleaſing to God,when- 
men ſleep rot upon good Reſolmtions, but puts them into preſent and effettu- 
all prattiſe ; for no man can call to morrow his : Therefore the Coun- 
ſel of the Spirit of God is good, which he hath given by the Wiſe 
Man , Eccleſ. 9. 10, Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do It with thy- 
might, for rhere 55 no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdons in the 

ave, whit her thou goeſt. 

Hezekiah began to Reign when he was five and twenty years old, Ch1..29, 
1, And hedid that edu right inthe ſight of the Lord, according to 
all that David his Father had dowe , v.2. And as by Faith Moſes , when 
he came to years , refuſed to be called the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, 
chooſing rather to ſuſfer Atflicttons with rhe People of God, than to enjoy 
the pleaſures of ſin-for « ſeaſon; eſtreming the _—_ of Chriſt, greater 
riches than the treaſures of Egypt (becauſe) he had reſpett ro the recom: 
pence of reward, Heb. 11. 24.50-Hezekzah being five and twenty years 
old when he began to Reign, refſes to walk, in the wayes of ſin, as 
Ahaz his Father had done , but begins with diſcretion to- confeder what 
Was well-pleaſing to God ; and therefore he learns to-write by a perfett 
Capy , he takes a Man after Gods Own heart to be his Pattern,though 
they that hated him without a cauſe, were more than the hairs of his 
bead , though his-enemies were mighty, Pſal.69.4. though he became a 
Proverb to many , verſe 11, and though they that ſate in the 
gates ſpake againſt him; and though he became a Sozg to the 
Drunkards, ver. 12. yet theſe and ſuch reproaches as theſe , thall not 
frighten him, but Hezekzah will do according to all that David his 
Father had done ; David we ſee was no Allower of Drankgnxeſs; for 
the Drankards made Songs of him , as they do now in this our dayes upon 
thoſe that defire to walk in the integrity of their hearts before the: Lord, as 
David did ; David opened not 2 Door to any manner of licenciouſ-- 
neſs;neicher doth Hezek:ah, when he comes to Reign,go to the houſe 
of laughter , but tothe houſe of God ; he runs not to' Hawkings, nor 
Huntings, Revellings,nor Dancings, Riotings nor Banquetings, h& 1ets not 
up,nor tollerates Stage- Playes, May-gamer,nor Paſtmes ; but comes to 
@ ſerious confederation what the mind of God was, that ſo he might 14S 
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forget God in his life time , God at length will deprive him w a poſ- 
fibility of remembring him at all ; for in death there is no remenwbring 
of thee ; eAnd who ſhall give thee Thanks in the Pit > Plal.6.y. 
Ahaz, being thus deprived of life , Hezekiah now cometh to ſ#c- 
ceed his Father-in the Crown and Governwent : And ſeeing the feveral 
wiſ-attings of his Father , and the ſad (onſequences that attended both 
bim and his People therexpor, is not willing to heir his Fathers puniſh- 
ments; And therefore wlll not att in his Fathers fins , but makes an evi- 
dent Manifeſtation of his experimental knowledge of thems , and alſo of 
his #tter Deteſtation to them ; G_ with a Publick, Declaration of 
the intentions of his heart, for a thorow Reformation throughout his whole 
Realm ; for he gathered the Prieſts and the Levites together into the Eaſt= 
ſtreet, Chap.29.v.4. and ſaid,v.6, Owr Fathers have treſpaſſed and dont 
that which was evil in the eyes of the Lord our God , have "ap 3h 
him, and have turned away thei? faces from the Habitation : | the Lord, 
and turned their backs , v.7. Alſo they have thut up the Do1s of the 
Poztch , 4»d put out the Lamps , and have not burnt Incenſe , nor of- 
fered burnt-offerings in the Holy Place , unto the God of Iſrael : Where: 
fote (aith he,v.8. The TArath of the Lord was upon Judah and Feruſa- 
lem, and he hath delivered them to trouble, to aſtoniſhment, and to bing, | 
«46 ye ſee with your eyes ; for ſaith he,v.9. Our Fathers have fallen by the 
Sword , and our Sous and »ur Daughters , and our Wives are in Captronty 
(fo2 this) And wow it is in mine heart to make a Covenant with the Lord 
God of Iſrael, that his fierce wrath may turn away from ms , vel, 10, 
T herefore he .calls upon the Levites and the Prieſts, to be ative in 
the Work, and not to be negligent in the places God had ſet them in, 
verſe II, 
A glmious Reformation is likely to ſucceed , when a Prince, not out 
of { uſo, but out of Conſcience, ſhall begin the Work,; and the more 
likely it is to proſper, when his zea/ thereunto ſhall thus cauſe him to 
provoke them,who indeed ſhould have firſt ſtirred him ap to the Work, 
Andin this Reformarion , the firlt work that he enters upon,is the 
opening and Repairing the Doo} of the Lozvs Pouſe , ard co cauſe 
the Levites to ſanttifie themſelves , and to ſanttifie the Houſe of God, and 
ro carry fo2ch the filihineſs out of the holy Place, v. 3,4, 5. the direft 
way tO a happy Reformation, and as ready a way to have with God a Re- 
conciliation ; for if the imquity of our holy things be not done away , what 
will it avail us, though we thrive never ſo well in our ſecular affairs ? 
For ſaich our Saviour, Mar,16:26, For what ts a man profited, if he. ſhall 
ain the whole world,and looſe his own Soul ? Or what ſhall a man give 
#8: , 7 
3n exchange for his Soul ? TY Sek $: $6 
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In this Reformation, Hexekiah) ſpeed equals his willingneſs; and like 
4 pair of Heiſers accuſtomed to the yoak , they draw hnbomdes - far 
as it was his firſt work, to have reſpe& to the cleanſing of his holy things; 
ſoitwas his care to do it in the firſt year of his Reign; andnot late in 
the year, but in the mugs of that firft year ; tor 1o ſaith the Texc, 
2 ( bron,29.3. Hen the firſt year of his Reign,cn the firſt month, opt- 
ned the Doozs, &c. 

And hw is that which I am perſwaded is well pleaſing to God,when- 
men ſleep not pon good Reſolmtions, but puts them into preſent and effettu- 
all prathiſe ; for no man can call to morrow his : Therefore the Coun- 
ſel of the Spirit of God is good, which he hath given by the Wiſe 
Man , Eeccleſ. 9. 10, Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy- 
might, for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdons in the 
grave,whit her thou goeſt. 

Hezehiah began to Reign when be was five and twenty years old,Cha.29, 
1, And he did that which was right inthe fight of the Lord, according to 
all that David his Father had dowe , v.2. And as by Faith Moſes , when 
he came to years , refuſed to be called the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter, 
chooſing rather to ſuffer Afflictons with the People of God, than to enjoy 
the pleaſures of ſin-for « ſeaſon ; eſteeming the reproach of Chiiſt,greater 
riches than the treaſures of Egypt (becauſe) he had reſpeft to the recom: 
pence of reward, Heb. 11. 24.50 -Hezekzah being five and twenty years 
old when he began to Reign, refuſed tolwalk, in the wayes of ſin, 1s 
Abhaz, his Father had done , but begins with diſcretion to- conſider whit 
was well-pleaſing to God ; and therefore be learns to write by a perfett 
Copy , he takes a Man after Gods Own heart to be his Pattern,though 
they that hated him without a cauſe, were more than the hairs of his 
head , though his enemies were mighty, Pſal.69.4. though he became a 
Proverb to many , verſe 11, and though they that ſate in the 
gates ſpake againſt him; and though he became a Sozg ro the 
Drunkards, ver. 12. yet theſe and ſuch reproaches as theſe , thall not 
frighten him, but Hezekzah will do according to all that David hs. 
Father had done ; David we ſee was no Allower of Drunkgnxeſs; for 
the Drankards made Songs of him, as they do now in this our dayes upon 
thoſe that defire to walk in the integrity of their hearts before the: Lord, as 
David did ; David opened not 2 Door to any manner of licenciouſ-- 
nels;neicher doth Hezekiah, when he comes to Reign,go to the houſe 
of laughter , but tothe houſe of God ; he runs not to' Hawkings, nor 
Huntings, Revellings,nor Dancmgs, Riotings nor Banquetings, he tets not 
up,nor tollerates Stage-Playes, May-games,nor Paſtimes ; but comes to 
@ ſerious confederation what the mind of God was, thatſo he might 14S 
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him, to the Eternal well-being , both of himſelf and thoſe that were 
under his charge ; therefere with {ped he opens the -Doozs of the. 
Lozvs Houſe,and begins.to put away the iniquity of his holy things, 

Now know, -O King, that Hezekiah was a good man , and went on * 
in his Reformation in G14s way ; let me therefore beg of thee , as thou 
tendereſt thy Souls good to Eternity', take him for thy Pattern ,” begin 
thy Reign as he did his, look into thy holy things , ſee what there 1s amiſs. 
there , cavſfider che Common-p2ayer , whence it came and whither it 
tendeth, weigh it with its appurtenances in the Balance of the Santtuary,. 
tryit by the Touch-ſtone of Gods Word , ſee whether it V2 not too light, 
of what God would have it to bz ; ſee allo whether the Inventions of 
Men have not made it too heavy, thou canſ(t not be roo exatt therein ; for 
he that doth in his ſervice to God, ore than what God Commands, doth 
too much , and 1s no better than a Will-worſhipper ; he that doth leſs than 
God Commandeth him2,doth roo little, | | 

Conſider allo , which is the Doo) of Gods Houſe, and open that, 
for Chriſt himſelf ſaith , That many falſe Prophets will ariſe , and ſhall 
deceive many ; and therefore he requireth his Diſciples , not to go out to 
them , Mat. 24. 24,26. Therefore the opening of any Daz will xot 
ſerve the tura ;, Heztkhiah opened the Doo! of the Lozvs Houſe : 
Therefore for thz Lords ſake Conſider what thou doeſt, take that 
Counſel from the Spirit of the Lord, which is Recorded in x Thef,5. 
21,22, P}0ve all things , aud hold faſt that which is good, and abſtan 
from all appearance of evil. ' 

Take notice of the Dyſpenſation thou art under , and do thy Genera- 
tion work 1n Gods way ; the Churchof Chyilt under the Goſpel, is not 
National , but Congregational ; Hezek:ah was of the Race of the 
Jews, and a King of Judah , it was Hezekiahs work,to open the Doors 
of the Material 1 emple, ſcituate in Jeruſalem, where God had under. 
that diſpenſation promiſed his preſence , 1 Kings 9.3. So that if Heze- 
kiah had opened ary other Door , he had been a ſinner as well as his Fa- 
ther Ahaz , who opened another , when he ſhut thoſe Material Doors, 
where the Jews had a Right to Worſhip, as they were in a National 
Church-Communion , upon the dxe adminiſtration of that fleſhly Or- 
dinance of Circumciſion, peremtozily upon the eight day,Gen. 17,12, 
Under waich he that zegletted to Ciroumerſe his Male Infant upon the 
eighth day, did it too /ate , and after Gods tie, and that Ivfant was to- 
be cut off from the People,v,14.and he that did it before the eighth day, 
did it too ſoon, and before Gods time, and ſo became a tranſgreſſo2, 
We uſually ſay in our common Proverb, that it :s dangeroxs jeſting with 
a tools ; ſo may I ſafely ſay , it is a dangeroxs thing to croſs the de 
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ſogn of God ; it is a deſperate E 42 to undertake to open that which 
God hath ſhut, or to ſhut that which God hath opened, 

God hath ſhut the Doozs of a National Church, then let men fear 
to open it ; and God hath opened the Dooz of a Congregational 
Church, let Souls tremble at the thought of Ghutting it ; for (© ſaith 
the Lord Chriſt, John 4. 21, 22, 23, Believe me (ſaith he) the hour 
cometh when ye ſhall nether in this Mountain, nor yetin Jeruſalem Wor- 
ſhip the Father ; ye Worſhip ye know not what - We know what we 
Worſhip, for Salvation ts of the Fewes ; but the hour cometh, and now 
is , when the true Worſhippers (hall Worſhip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth : And ſaith Peter , Now I perceive of a truth , that God ts no 
Reſpetter of perſons , but in every Nation he that feareth him,and workgth 
Righteouſneſs , ts accepted of bim,, Acts 10.34,35. Sothat Church: 
fellowſhip and Son-ſhip »:th God, is enta//ed upon perſons wader the 
Goſpel , not upon the account of the bare Subjettion to the Ordinances, as 
it was #nder the Law , but upon the account of their Faith ; for ſaith 
the Apoſtle, Te (Members of the Church of Galatia) are all the Chil- 
dren of God by Faith in Chriſt Tefws (which Faith working by love, hath 
evidencedit ſelf tobe true, by working you to obedience to Gods 
Ordinances) for ſo many of you as have been Baptized into Chriſt , have 
put on Chriſt. | 

And as no #ncrrcamerſed perſon was to zat of the Paſſeover #xder the 
Law, Exod. 12. 48. So of Chriſt o«r Paſleover , who ;s Sacrificed 
for #5 under this Goſpel-diſpenſation , 1 Corrnth.5.7. is no unbeliever 
to have Communion , 2 Corinihians 6.14. to 17. And as under the 
Law it was charged upon the Jews as 4 ſin to bring the Mnciroumeiſed 
into the material Temple , Ezek,44.7,9. becauſe Circumciſion was the 
:ndutting Dyvinance of Col under that diſpenſation : So alſo under a 
Goſlpel-diſpenſation , we dare not adminiſter that Inducting Ordi- 
nance of Baptiſm, without Faith i» God be firit begotten, 

So that if perſons ſhall require from us the Adminiſtration of that 
Ordinance, we ſhall no more dare to do it than Philip, who firſt would 
have an account of the Eunuch's faith,before he Baptized him;fot ſo ſaith 
the Text, As $.37. If thou Believeſt with all thy heart, thou mayeſt ; 
who imwmediatly made a (onfeſſion of his Faith ; and this is according 
to the Commuſſion of Chritt, -MHark 16.verſ, 15. which ſaith not, that 
he that is Baptized , but he thar Believeth and is Baptized ſhall be 
ſaved ; So that it is a dangerous thing to makg the ſtrait Gate that leads 
to life wider than God hath made it. 

Therefore know O-King, that thou art under that diſpenſation, in 


which the Ax is {aid t9 the root of the Tree, and wherein every =_ 
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that brings not forth good fruit , 1s to be hewen down and caſt into 
the fire,, Mat.3.10, Under which perſous are forbidden to plead their 
Birth-Priviledges , v. 9. as that they are Children of Believing Parents, 
or Sens and | iP to Abraham ; but under that diſpenſation by 
which they are all the Children of God by faith in Chiiſt Jeſus (as afore- 
{11d) who have attually manifeſted their faith by their obedience, in their 
putting on of (brift by Bap:Um,as that Church did, Gal.3.26,27,Such 
44 are choſen out of the world, John 15.19, John 17.6,14, Separating 
themſelves according to the requirements of God , from falſe aud Babyz 
loniſh woxſhip , Revel.18.4. 2 Cor. 6. 14,17. Being begotten to the 
faith, Philemon 10, x Tim, 1.2, 2 Tim. 1. 2, Titus 1,4, By the 
Pqeaching of the Wozw, James 1.18, 1 Cor. 4.15, And quickned by 
the Spirit , John 6.63. Rom.8,11.Eph.2.1,5, Col.2.13. Being bozn 
again, x John 4.7. x John 5.1. x John 3.9. Not of copruptible 
ſed, b*t of incoxrup:ible , x Pet. 1.23, Not of fleſh or blood , nor 
after the will of man , 5: of God, John 1.13. Being born of water” 
and the Spirit ; without which, it w2 may believe our blefſled Saviour 
himſelf, John 3.5. »» man Can enter in:0 che Kingdom of Heaven ; the 
neceſſity whereof 1s fully laid down by the ApoRtle , 1x Pet. 3, 20. who 
ſpeaking of the preſervation that Noah had by the Ark from that deluge of 
water, Gen.7.17.T he like fighre whereunto ever Bap:ilm (ſaith he)doth 
now(under this Goſpel-diipenſation)ſave us; not by waſhing away of the 
filth of the fleſh, but the anſwering a good Conſcience towarys God by the 
Reſurrettion of Teſws (hriſt ; as if the Apoſtle ſhould have ſaid,it is not 
the waſhing the body in Water, that is of this ſaving natare, but it is the 
going into the Water in a Conſcionable obedrenee to the Command of God, to 
have our ſts myſtically waſhed away by Faith in the blood of Chriſt ; and 
ſo alſo ſaith the Apoſtle, As 22.16, And now why tarrieft thou, ariſe: 
and be Baptized, & waſh away thy ſins,calling on the Name of the Lord 4 
and the ſame Apoltle writing to 7:14, makes-a clear diſcovery by 
what means God on their parts ſaved them, Titus. 3.5. Who hath (a 
us (ſaith he ot by deeds of Righteouſneſs that we have done , but by the? 
waſhing of Regeneratiap , Or (as the old Tranſlation renders it) bythe 
fountain of the new birth 5 and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, by Wl ater- 
work, and $ Irit=work. ; the Spirit operating Hpon, and wor ng Hp 4 
Soul conſcionably to obey God 13: that holy (though amongſt men that zwwch 
deſpiſed) Dydinance of Water -baptiſm. 

And thus the Apoſtle tels us by what means Chr: hath clenfed his 
Church; viz. with the waſhing of water , by (or according) to the: 
Wow, Eph.5.26. And thus ſom2 in the-Church of the Corinthians, 
who formerly were unrighteous, even Fornicators, Idolaters, Adul- 
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terers, , Effeminate, Abuſers of themſelves with man-kind, Thieves 
and Robbers; were by this Spirit and Tater-wozk wathed and clen« 
(ed ; For (o ſaith our Apoltle, 1 Cor,6.11, And ſuch were ſome of you ; 
but ye are waſhed , bur ye are Santtified in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, 
and by the Sprrit of oxy God : So that a Church of Chriſt, or Houle of 
God under a Goſpel-diſpenſation , is to be bmilt wp of 1ively ſtones , a 
ſprrituall Houſe , an holy Prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices 
(that will be) acceptable to God by Teſws Chriſt, x Per, 2.5. Of which 
the building of the Material Temple was a Type ; tor,as the Houſe which 
Solomon built , 1 Kings 6.7. was built of ſtone made ready before it was 
brought thither ; (0 that there was neither Hammer nor Ax , nor any tool 
of Iron heard in the Houſe , when it was in building : So in the gathering 
or building a Goſpel-Church , perſons are to be futed, hewen and ſquared, 
before they are laid :nto this Building ; they are to repent from dead 
works, and to have Faith in God, before they be Baptized ; that as that 
was a Material, ſo this a ſpiritual Houſe ; as thole floues were dead, 
theſe /ively ; as thoſe ſtones ſo ſoon as they were laid into the building, 
and the work fiſhed , they became a Houſe fit to ſacrifice in ; ſo theie 
lively ſtones being brought together , are fit preſently, attwally to offer 
up ſpuritual Sacrifices,ſuch as God will accept ; they being 1n Jeſus Chriſt, 
firſt myſtically by Faith ; and ſecondly , attnally by their Obedience ; 
and Faith and Obedience being Gods T wins, we dare not in the leaſt 
entertain ſo much as a thmght to ſeparate them, 

So that, O King, if thou with Hezekiah wilt open the Doo! of the 
Lozds Houſe, ic is not a National, bur a Congregational Door 
thou art to open , which is notto be compulſive , bur perſwaſtve ; for 
ſo ſaith a true Goſpel-Mimfter , Knowing therefore the texrour of the 
Lord, we perſwade men, 2 Cor.5.11, Now then we are Ambaſſadors 
for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us; We pray you 1# Chriſts 
ſtead, be ye reconciled to God, v.20. Whence we may note , that a 
Goſpel Miniſter is not to be like the General of an Army, to frighten, 
beat or fight men into faith . but as an Ambaſſador tO per{wave and mn- 
vite , and gently to treat with, and to emtreat into the way of God ; 
the one being Dtabolical., but the other Evangelical , and the way of 
Love being Gods Way ; this is one of the diſtingwiſhing ( haratters of a 
true Goſpel-Mimſter, whom the Love of (Chriſt hath conſtrained, which 
cauſeth men to look upon them, to be Faunaticks, or mad men; tor 
ſo ſaith our Apoſtle, 2 Cor.5.13. For whether we be beſides our ſelves, 
it ts to God, or whether we be Cober, it # for your Cauſe ; for the Love . 
of Chriſt conſtraineth w : And ſaith hezin Chap. 12.14. 1 will not be buy- 
thenſum to you, for I ſeek, not yours, but you ; ( and he gives this in as a 
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Reaſon, for ſaith he ) The C he ogke net to lay up for the Parents, 
but the Parents for the Children ; ard I'will very gladly ſpend and be ſpent 
for you, though the more abundantly I love , the leſs Iam loved; And 
ſuch are made Over-ſeers of the Flock of God by the Holy Ghoſt, Adts 20, 
28, who feedit, and takg the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, 
but willingly ; »o: of filthp lucre, b=t of a ready mind, x Pet.s. 
2, as good Stewards of the manifold grace of God, 1 Pet. 4.10, 
Such are good Shepherds, and not Hirelings, who will lay down 
their life fo2 the ſheep, John 10,xx, Whilſt 0.hers being made Dver- 
ſeers by men , inſtead of feeding the Flock,, feed uton the Flock; as 
thoſe careleſs Shepherds,ſpoken of ; Ezek, 34.2,3,4. againſt whom a 
Woe # pzonounced , ho feed themſelves, who eat the fat, and cloath 
themſelves with the Wool, and kill them that are fed, but feed not the 
Flock ; who ſtrengthen »o: the diſeaſed, nor heal che ſick , nox bind 
up the bzoken, nor bring again that which i dyiven away, nor 
ſeek that which is loſt, but Rule them with cruetty ; as the Prophet 
ſaith, Micah 3 .2, 3, Who hate the good , a»4d love the evil ; who 
pluck, off their 8Kins from off them , and their fleſh from their bones ; 
who eat the fleſh of my People , and flay their-skins from off them ; who 
break, their bones,and chop them in pieces as for the Pot and as fleſh for the 
Chaldron, v.5. Who bite with their teeth, and cry, Peace ; and he that 
wtteth not into their months, they make UWAar againſt him ; who are 
irelings, ad 7 true Shepherds ; who fozmerly, if-a fatter Bene- 
fice came inthe way, would not ſtay till the Wolf came, but hearkned to 
that Call, and left the Sheep, ro ſecure themſelves from the Wolves, if 
they wonld : But ſuch are falſe Apoſtles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themſelves into the Apoſtles of Chriſt : And no marvel,ſaith our Apoſtle, 
2 Cor.11.13,14, For Satan himſelf # transformed into an Angel of 
Light , ver.ig. Therefore it 15 no great thing, if his Piniſters alſo 
be transform: into the Pinifters of Righieonſneſs ; whoſe end ſhall be 
according to their works ; whillt the true Apoſtle is as fr& to give , as 
trely he hath received, who i ready to Preach the Word, and to be inſtant 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon,and to rgpyove, rebuke , and exhozt,with all 
long-ſuffering and Do&trine,accoxding to that good Advice,2T 1m4.4..2. 
And thus, O King, having in ſome meaſure given thee the Character 
of a Goſpel-Church, and Miniſtry ; I ſhall now beg thee in Gods 
fear, that thou have a cazg thou open the rught Doop: open not the 
broad Gate that leads to deſtruftion , inſtead of that narrow way that leads 
to life, Mat. 7.1314. If thou incendeſt to do Gots Wok, have a care 
thou dozſt it in Gods Tap. And that I may the better perſwade 
thee there unto, Lihall briefly lay before thee two or three Examples,of 
Gods 
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Gods ſeverity againſt thoſe Ye, been careleſs therein : Moſes 
and Aaron the Servants of the Loxd , Namb,20, who but for ſmtng 
the Rock, when they ſhould have ſpoken to it, diedin the Wilderneſs, 
and were not ſuffered to catry 1ſrael into the Land of Canaan, as we 
may fully underſtand by comparing the eight verſe with 11, 12,23. to 
29, with Namb.27.12.t0 15. with Dent.34, If Saul will fave alive 
thoſe which God will have deſtroyed, Sax! muſt deeply ſuffer for it, 
x Sam.15, but more of this anon : And if Akaz will take of the ac- 
curſed things, Akar muſt deeply ſuffer ; for ſaith the Text, Joſkna 7. 
24,25. And JFoſhnaſaid , Why haſt thou troubled us ? The Lord ſhall 
trouble thee this day ; and all 7frae/ toned him , his Sons: and his 
Daughters, his Oxen and his Afles, and his Sheep, and burned them 
with fire : The Lord give thee, O King, an underſtanding heart, to con- 
fider things aright, 

But to proceed , Hezekiah doth not onely ſtir up the Prieſts and 
Levites to the Work of Reformation, but alſo all Judah and Jeruſalem, 
and wrote Letters, Chap. 30, 1. and made a Decree , and made P20- 
clamation , that chey muſt come up to Jeruſalem , to keep the Paſſeover 
unto the Lord ; for they had not done it of a long time in ſuch ſort as it was 
written, Ver.F. 

Whence we may note, That in Hezek:ah's Reformation , he Ree 
fo2med not according to what had been their cuſtom of a long; time, 
nor to what his Father befoze him did ; but according as it was w2it- 
ten, according to the Law of God : And this is that which makes the 
Work to thrive in his hands ; when he doth Gods Work, in Gods Way: 
Therefore let me beg thee, O King, as thou tendereſt thine own good, 
now.thou art upon thy Reformation, to take Hezekiah for thy Pattern, 
have the Word of the Lord for thy Warrant , ſee thou do it according 
to the written Law of God ; for ſuch a Refozmation onely will ſtand, and 
thou with it : But if thou do 1t according to the former cuſtoms, and what 
thy Father did before thee , thou ſaweſt that fell , and him with it : fox 
what is of man,will come to nothing, but if it be of God,it cannot be 
overthrown, Atts 5.38, 309. 

And know, O King, that much Knowledge and rrue Light hath bro- 
ken forth within theſe twelve years , and what men might do in /gno- 
raxce, haply may be excuſable, which now cannot ; for (o ſaith our Apo- 
file, Ats 17.3. In the times of this Janozauce God wirked at,but now 
he Commands all men every where to repent : And let noman deſpiſe my 
Speech , in ſaying , much knowledge and true Light is within theſe 
feiv years. dyoken out ; if they ſhall, I muſb anſwer them after the 
raanner of Peter , anſwering thoſe ſcolhng Jewes,:n that then ſo = 
aimired-. 
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admired-a giving out of the Spirit, Acts 2.14,15, We are not Fans 
.naticks or mad men, as ye ſuppoſe in ſo ſaying ; but this i tha which 
was fpoken of by the Prophets, Dar.12.4. Many ſhall run to axd fro, 
and Knowledge ſhall encreaſe ; for ſaith the Prophet, Haba.2.14. The 
Earth ſhall be filled w;ch the Knowledge of the glozy of the Lozd, « 
the waters cover the Sea: Therefore be ſure, O King, thou have, Thus 
ſaith the Word of the Lord , for thy Warrant ; for God is a jealous 
God, and will not be ſerved with any thing, but what 4s of his 


own, 

And this did Hezekiah throughout all Tndah , and wrought that which 
was C00d,- and right, and truth before the Lord his God ; and in every 
wo2k that he began in the ſervice of the Houſe of God ,” and in the Law, 
and in the Commandments, to ſeek, his God , *he d14 t withall his heart ;; 
and ſaith the Text, He proſpered, Chap.31.20,21, 

Whence we may note , 7 bat whilſt H exthiahs heart was upright to 
God, God proſpered him , and thus we find in Holy Writ , That whilſt 
men with a perfett heart , have a careful eye in all their undertakings to 
pleaſe God, God bath atender eye over them to proſper them : And thus 
whilſt Foſeph is anſwering his luftful Miſtris , with a How can I do this 
great wickedneſs and ſin againſt God ? Gen. 39.9. Though Joſeph by her 
reyengeful malice be calt into Priſon , yer God is with him,v.21, And 
God groes him favour in the eyes of the Priſon-Keeper, inſomuch that the 
Plone looked not after any thing that was under his hands ; and the 
Reaſon is added , wverſ.28, Becauſe the Lord was with him ; and that 
which he did, the Text ſaith, The Lord made it it proſper, 

And thus whilſt Dame! in the Babylonith captivity, is reſolved 1x his 
heart not to defile himſelf with a portion-of the Kings Jdolatrous Meat, 
»or of his wine, God bringeth Damel to Favour and tender Love with 
the Prince of the Eunuches, Dan.1.3,9. ſnſomuch that the Eunuch wil 
venture his head to the King his Maſter , rather than Damel ſhall want 
that food he deſires, v.10,14. 

A good encouragemant for the People of God in the very worlt of 
times, even to take up a Reſolution, to eye God in what he would have 
them to doin allthings , and not at all to fear the faces of men , though 
never ſo great ; for it Shadrach,Meſhach and Abednego, will not bow to 
Nebuchadnezzars Image , but keep themſelves cloſe to their God, 
God will keep ag cloſe to them ; and one like the Son of Man ſhall walk. 
with them in that ſeven times hot fiery Furnace, to preſerve them, Dan.3. 
16,25. Will Dame! Petition no other but the true God , though 
againſt the Decree of the Ring that God will ſend his Angel,to yon 
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the mouths of the Lyons , that chey ſhall not hurt him , Daniel 6, 
10,22, | 

Therefore ſuffer me to beſpeak thee and thy People,O King, in the 
Language of Azariah the Son of Obed , Which he once uttered to 
King Aſa, 2 Chron, 15.1, Hear thou me CHARLES, and all 
England, Scotland, Ireland, and in particular thou prond, yolupmous 
and vain-glorious City of London - the Lord tg with you whilft you are 
with him ; if ye ſeek him; he-will be found of you ; 4x7 if ye forſakg 
him, he will forſake you. 03. 5 | wir ; 

And let not the King be ingry, if one that is counted a Fanmtick 
ſpeak once more to him , notin his own Language, bnt in the'rvords 
of the Spirit of the Lord,in the Prophet David to his Son, 1 Chro,28.9, 
eAnd thou Solomon my Son, know thow the God of thy Fathers, ant ferve 
him with a perfett heart, and with a willing mind; for the Lord ſearcheth 
all hearts, and underſtandeth all the imaginations of thy thoughts; if 
thou ſeek, him, he will be found of thee, but if thou foxfake him, he wilt 
caft thee off fo2 ever. Thou knoweſt, O King , thou haſt had a caft- 
ing off , and that that Caſting off may not be for ever ; be perſwaded 
to turn to thy God with all thy heart. 

We uſually ſay, That he that would move another to weep, muſt firſt 
cry himſelf, he muſt fr ff begin the paſſion; thus God hath done, God 
hath begun a Work, God hath firſt troden a Parh for thee, O King, to 
walk in, God hath made a Retwrz to thee moſt miraculouſly, and far 
(I preſume) beyond thine own E xpettation, or the Imagination of many 
orners ; therefore, O King, Prepare to meet thy God, have a care thou 
walk not in any By-Path, but onely and alone :» that Path of Returning, 
which God hath troden for thee ; and as God hath been AMiraculows 1n 
his Returning to thee, © be thou as Eminent in thy returning to him , this 
is that which I am confident the Lord /ooketh for at thy hands ; for ſo 
ſaith the Lip of Truth it ſelf, Luke 12.48. For unto whomſoever much 
is given, of him ſhall be much required , and the ſame voice hath the pt- 
rit of the Lord in my Text, But Hezekiah rendred not again according 
to the Benefits beſtowed upon him ; therefore wrath fell upon him, and upon 
Tudah and Jeruſalem. 

And that I may come to the handling the words themſelves, I ſhall 
briefly ſhe what God did fo2 Pezekiah, that cauſed himto look for 
ſo ſmirable a return from Hezehiah. 

After theſe things, and the eſtabliſhment thereof, Chap. 32.1. That 
is , After the Reformation that Hezekiah had made , as I have in part 
laid down, andas in the three foregoing Chapters is more particular- 
ly diſcovered ; Aſter theſ: things, and the fablifhmen thereof, Senna- 
cherib, 
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cherib, King of Aſſyria,came and ue, into Tudah,and Encamped againſt 
the fenced Cittes,and thought to win themto himſelf, 

Whence we may note , That though men walk, never ſo cloſe with 
God, yet they cannot be exempted from the malicious endeavours of wicked 
men : David we know, is Recorded in holy Writ, to be a man after 
Gods own heart, who in the (Confidence of his Soul , ſometimes can 
ſay , The Lopdis on his right: hand, he ſhall not be moved, Pal. 16.8. 
And anon in Pſal. 17.8, he begs of the Lord ,. to hide him under the 
ſhavow of his Wings , from the wicked chat opp2eſs him, and from 
his deadly Enemies : Now he w:ll no: fear what man car vo unto him ; 
ho anon , he cryeth out, That one day he ſhall fall by the hand of 
Sault. 

Good men. are at an uncertainty of quietneſs , or tranquility, on this 
fide the grave : If the Sons and Daughters of God had roo mmch - Happs- 
neſs and Peace in this life, they would then begin to ſettle upon the Lees, 
and ſatisfie themſelves with that which cannot profit : God kyows what ts 
fitter for his, than they do themſelves ; and therefore it is that he ſuf- 
fers his deareſt (hildrex- to undergo great Tryals , and that for ſeveral 
Reaſons, : | 

Firſt, for the Tryal of their Faith, according to that of Judg.2.21,1 
will not , ſaith the Lord , drive out any of the Nations which Joſhua left 
when he my and the Reaſon is added : That thzough them I may 
p2ove Jrael , whether they will keep the Way of the Lord , to walk. 
therein, as their Fathers did keep it : therefore ſaith the Text , The 
Lord left thoſe Nations , wuthout driving them ont haſtily , neither de+. 
livered he them into the hands of Joſhua, v.23. according to that of the 
Apoſtle, x Pet.1.7. That the Tryal of pour Faith being much more 
precious than of Fl old that periſheth, though it be tryed with fire , may be 
oy unto Praiſe , and Glory , and Honour , at the appearing of Teſus 
Chriſt. | 

A ſecond Reaſon may be,for the encreaſe of therr Graces, according 
to that ſaying of the Apoſtle , Fames 1,2,3. Knowing that the Try- 
al of our Faith worketh Patience ; and therefore the Apoſtle Paw! did 
xlozy in Tribulations 5 knowin g that Tribulation worket Patience, and 
Patrence Experience, and Experience Hope ; and Hope,ſaich he, makgth 
not aſhamed, Rom.s5 . 3,4. 

A third Reaſon may be, becauſe Troubles and Affiidtions being r:ght- 
ly improved, worketh good to a Soul to Etermity ; and ſo ſaith our Apo- 
ſtle, 2 Cor.4.17, For onr light Afﬀfittion , which are but for a Mo- 
ment, worketh for us a far more Exceeding and Eternal weight of Glory, 
whilſt we look, not at the things which are Th bat at the things which are 
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not ſeein ; for: the things which are ſeen, are Temporal ; but the things 
which are not ſeen,they are Eternal. 

And further , God by theſe Atings keeps a Soul cloſe to himſelf, 
and thereby gives it opportunities continually , either ro Pray, or to 
Praiſe him, for Deliverances, | 

For this Invaſion ; together. with.the abominable Blaſphemies of 
Sennacherib , dyives Hezekiah to hts God ; and lo ſaith the:Text, Foy 
this cauſe , Hezekzah the King , and the* Prophet Iſaiah, Ptayed and 
cryedto Heaven, verſ. 20, Mer that walk cloſe with God in time of 
Proſperity ,, can with boldneſs go to God in t1me of Adverſity, with an aſ= 
ſured confidence of 4 gracious Anſwer : Hezekiah - and Iſaiah no ſooner 
Pray, but Speed ; and another opportunity 1s now put into their hands , to 
return again with Praiſes in their mouths,to the T hrone of Grace ; for the 
Lord ſent an Angel to cut off all the Pighty men of Ualour , and the 
Leaders ad Captains i» the (awp of the King of Aſſyria + $0 he re- 
turned with ſhame of face to his own Land ; and when be was come inte. 
the Houſe of his god, they that came out of his own bowels, flew h:ms there 
with the Sword, v.21. 

Whence we may note, That when Gods People cry to him, there is 
no ſtaying the raiſing an Army or Money , or the Making or Providing 
Ammunton ; but when they are in a Suffering condicion, they d:/þatch 
a Meſſenger to Heaven in a moments time,.to the Captain of cherr Dal: 
vation, who b:mſelf was made perfett through-Sufferings, Heb.2. 10, 
And ſuch a Peſlengex who ta» neither be ſtayed by the way, nor his 
PDeſſage intercepted, even the Sprri: of T7uth, who will tell the 
truth of: their Cauſe , and help their I»firmities, and expreſs their Con- 
dition with groans that cannot be uttered; and he that ſearcheth the heart, 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, Rom. 8.26,27, God is a free 
Accent , and cannot be limitted co any means, but atteth how, when, and 
which way he pleaſeth. __— _ 

For Hezekiah and Iſaiah no ſooner Pray, but an Angel ts as ſoon diſ- 
patched into the Camp of Sennacherib; (for are they not_all Miniſtring 
Spirits ſent forth to Minſter fo2 thoſe who ſhall be Yeirs of Salvacion, 
Heb. 1.14.) And this Angel deſtzoyes his Mighty men, Captains and 
men of Valour : Hezekiah we ſee ſpake truth, when he encouraged the 
People, ſaying , Be not diſmayed at the King of Aſſyria ; for there is 
mo2e with us than with him ; w:th him there 1s an Arm of fleſh \, but 
with us is the Lord our God, to help us and to fight our Battels , ver.7, 
ands, | Ef 

Happy it is then with the People of God, when they can truſt God 
for their Deliverance ; and obſerve that Word of Command from the 
E Captain 
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Captain of their Salvation , Mat. 24. 6. Then when they ſhall bear of 
Wars, and rumours of Wars, Nation agaift Nation, aud Kingdom, againſt 
Kinodem, that then they be not 'troubled; bur can take that 
Advice that once Moſes gave to Iſrael of old, Exod, 14.1 3. Evento 
ſfand fill and ſee the Salvation of God, which he will work for them. 

The Angel finiſheth his work with fpeed , which cauſeth Semnucherib 
with ſhame & Confuſion of face,with ſpeed toreturn'into his own Land. 

Whence we may note , That whiltt men deperd apon an Arm of 

fleſh, upon every Defear, their ſpirits are more or leſs dejefted : whilt 
he that eruſteth im the Lord , u« not afraid of evil Tidings ; for his heart 
is fixed , Pſal.112,7. When Sennacheribs confidence 1n which he traft- 
ed . wiz. His Great men , his Captains, and his wen of Vatowr were 
brought down , then Shame,as a Vail, begins to cover bs face ; whilſt 
the Righteous are bold as a Lyon, a»d (hall not be aſhamed intheeul tine, 
Pſal. 37.19. An Arm of fleth will fail ; For all fleſh grafs , ard all 
the goodlineſs thereof as the Flower of the Field , the Graſs withereth,and 
the Flower fadeth, becauſe the Spirit of the Lard blowath wpox it : Surely, 
the People is graſs, ſaith the Prophet, [ſarah 40.6.and 7, Therefore the 
People of Gol truſt in thzir God , becauſe that 3# the Lord Fehovah is 
Everlaſting firength, Iſaiah 26 ,verſ.4. 

The Text faith , That Sownacherib, when he retumed, - he went in- 
to the Houſe of hs god : Now, his.god was one of the your of the Fiea- 
thens, which had neither eyes to” ſee » Not ears ito bear, hands to handle, 
nor feet to walk, ; and ſo uncapable of _ him good, as that he 
could not'give'good Advice , nor afford good Aſſiſtance, neither to him, 
nor to his People ; yet ſuch is his Feal, no:wirhſtanding is wickedneſs, 
as that he muft into the Howfe of this his god, | 

Whence we may note, That the 'worft of wer generally are wnder 
feme Form of Worſhip , either to a falſe god, or:to the 'ttue God wfter 
4 falſe manner, in which uſually they are very zealars;although in other 
things deſperately withed, 

Whence we may fwrther note, That it is wot Zeal mnider any Form, 
that makes thar Form the true Forth of ' Golineſs ; bur it:is the ifpecral 
Appointment of God in his Word of Truth., that # the onely and\alone Way 
God will be worſhipped in ; wm Which he tequirerh wen to be 2ea/w4 + The 
Apoſtle Pau! whillt he was in his\wmwegenenwe condition, his Zeal lei 
the way, and amrobed in the Var, whillt his Knowledge lay behind tn the 
Retr , which cauſed him (o to make havock of the Churob, as -he.him- 
ſelf confeſſeth, Phil.3.6.Gal.1, 13, 1 Cor.15,9. And ſaith he, Atts 26, 
9. 1 verily thought with-my felf, 1hat 7 ought todo wary things , 'con- 
rrary to the Nene of Jeſms of Nazareth ; which thing I did in 
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eruſalem , and the Saints did T ſhut up in Priſon, having received 
we from the hief Praeſts ; we 9x _— you ed =-£ 
gave my voice againſt them,v. 10. And 1 fad chew aft in every Syna- 
gogue , and compelled them. to Blaſphemse ; and being exceedingly may 
againlt them, / perſecxted them. euen unto ſirange Cities, v.11, But this 
J vid, ſaith he, Jguozantly in Unbelief, x Tim.1,13, And thus 
t fares often times with many in things about Religion , according to 
that Principle of the Church of Rome , that their 1gnorance is the Mo- 
ther of their Devotion, Andis it notion this our Day with thouſands 
in this Land of our Nativity, that are of /ewd, wicked, and debanched 
Converſations, yet are very zealous for their Commun- Prayer ? And 
though they will be Ozunk many of them, and live in known abomina- 
trons all the week long ,, yet ſuch is their blind Zeal, that they muſt 
needs to theix Conmmun-Prayer on the Swnday , they think themſelves 
undone elſe : This I know by Experience , it was ſo with my ſelf for 
a long time together ; but now through Mercy, I can ſay with the A 
tle Pas/, 1 Cot.15.10, / thank God I am what I am ; though ſome call 
mc a Fannatich , or a mad man, I would not be miſtaken , I donor 
here 9o to beat down Jeal ; For it is good to be zealouſly affetted alwayes 
4n a good matter, Gal.4.18. But I would have Zeal joyned with Rnow- 
ledge,and 6 ſer pon its proper and right Objett ; for the Jews, we know, 
had 4 Zeal to God , but not accormng to Knowledge, Rom. 10.2. By 
which Jeal of theirs , they went about to eſtabliſh a Righteouſneſs of 
their own,and Contrary, or, in Dppoſitjon ro Chyiſt, who xs made of God 
wwto His, both Wiſdom , Righteouſneſs, Santification and Re: 
demption, x Cor. 1,30, g6a2% 
* Thou, OKing, as thou art now upon thy Work of Reformation, 
ſee thy Zeal run not befo2e thy Knowledge, leſt thou with the Apoſtle 
Pazl, make havock of the Church of God, and wafte it ; (ſure I am, 
thou wilt not warit Perſwaders thereunto : ) Butler me beg thee in 
Gods fear, firſt to Inform thy Judgement atright, Regulate that accord- 
- ingito the Rule of Gods Word ; and then joyn Zeabto thy Knowledge, 
that ſo they may draw in one yoak together ; and ſuffer me to bind 
this' Perſivaſion cloſe to thy Conſcience, for thy Eternal good, 
with that ſaying of the Apoſtle , James 4. 17; To him that knoweth to 
do well, ' and doth it not to hims it 6; ſan. 
The next thing confiderable in this one and twene:h verſe, 18, 
T hat thoſe that came ont of. his own Bowels, flew him with the Sword. 
Whence we may obſerve , That whilſt men are acting againſt Gods 
People, out of a blind Zeal, to bring thems at an under,and to root them 
ont ; God then appears for his People , and brings their enemies low, and 
| . E many 
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many times maketh theirmearef Relations to become” their greateſt 
Enemies : for it1s in vain for men to fight againſt Chriſt ; it is hard 
for them to k:ck againſt the pricks ;'yet thm 1nconſideratly da all thoſe that 
fight againſt his People ,, and he looketh upon it as done to himſelf ;. tor (0 
ſaith the Lord from Heaven , Acts 9.4. Saul, Saul, Thy perſecuteſt 
thou me - And he that recerveth pou, receiveth me , Mat. 1.40. And 
in as much as you did it not to one of the leaft 'of theſe, pou did it not 
unto me, Mat.25.45. 

Thus in a molt miraculous manner, & without effuſion of blood, God, 
on Hezekiah's part,delivered Hezekiah & the Inhabitants of Jeraſalem, 
and guided him on every fide: And thus God hath done fo2 thee, D Ring. 

And this was one great Cauſe why God expetted an anſwerable Return 
from Hezekzah ; and to me it ſeems as a Reaſon , Why thou, O King, 

ſhouldſt render to the Lord according to his Benefits beſtowed on thee ; ſeeing 

God thug,or in ſuch a miraculous manner, hath wrought ſuch a Delzver- 
ance forthe and thy Friends, without blood-ſhed, 

The'next thing that God did for Hezekiah, was, He recovered him 
from a mortal diftemper - for ſo ſaith the Text, wer. 24. 1n thoſe dayes 
Hezthiah was ſick, to the beath , and he prayed unto the Lord , and he 
fpake unto hims ,, and he cave him a Sign. This Text is but anabſtra& 
of what we have fully laid down to us,in 2 King.20,1,2,3.and 1ſa.z8. 
I. The which Texts we muſt have ſome-recourſe to, if we intend to 
have a full diſcovery of what God did for Hezekiah, in 1 Kings 
20,1, the Text faith, [» thoſe dayes Hezekiah was ſick, unto death, 
and the Prophet Iſaiah the ſon of Amos came to him and. ſa;d-unto 
him, Thus ſaith the Lord, Set thy Houſe in order , foy thou ſhalt, dye, 
any uot live ; and Hezekiah turned his face towards the Wall, and prayed 
unto the Lord, and ſaid, Remember now O Lord, I beſeech thee , how I 
have walked before thee in txuth, and with a perfed heart, and have done 
that which ts good inthy ſight ; and Hez.ehiah wept ſore, «And it came 
to My after Iſaiah was gone ont into the middle Court, that the Word of the 
-Lord came unto him, ſaying , Turn again , and tell Hezekiab the ( ap- 
tain of my People ; thus ſaith the Lord, the God of David thy Father, 
I have heard thy.P1ayers, 7 have (en thy Tears ; Behold, [mill heal 
thee,on the third day thou ſhalt go up to the Houſe of the Lord, 

Many things there are m this Paſſage morthy Conſideration ; and the 
firſt thing thart-I ſhall rake notice of , 1s, That Hezekzah was fick unto 
Death, a»d he muſt ſer his Houſe iri order, for he muſt dye', and mot 
live ; yet Hezeh1ah prayed unto the Lord,and he healed him, 

Whence we may note, That many of the Reſolves of God , con- 
cernng the Sons and Daughters of men, are not abſolutely perempearys 

ur 
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but many times condivional ; Ads forty dayes,, and Nineveh ſhall be 
deſtroyed ; yet when Nineveh repents , God repents of the evil he in- 
rended againſt them, Jonah 2, 4,5,10, And thus Aliththe Lord by his 
Prophet, Fer. 18.7, Ar what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak, concerning a Nation,and 
concermng 4 Kingdom , to pluck up , and :o pull down, and to deſtroy 
it ; :f that Nation a _ whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil ; 
I'will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them, And at what inſtant 
I ſhall ſpgak, concerning a Nation, and concermng a K ingdom,' to Build 
and to Plant it ; :f :t do evil in my ſight , that it obey not mzy voice, then 
will J repent of the Good wherewith 1 ſaid I would Benefit them, So allo 
ſaith the Lord ts Ely (upon the miſdemeanor of his Sons) by that man 
of God, 1 Sam.2.30. 1 ſaid indeed , that thy Houſe , and a Houſe of 
thy Father ſhould walk before me, for ever , but now the Lord ſaith , Be 
it far from me ; for them that honour me , I'will honour ; 'and they that 
deſpiſe me,ſhall be {:ghtly eſteemed. 

Now «now ,- O King , that God is about to Re-bxild and to Plaxt 
T hee and thy People again,and if thou and they ſhall anſwer God iz atts of 
Obedience , and do that which is well-pleafing in his fight, hz then 
will go on to perfect what he hath beg» - but if Thou and thy People, 
and 1n eſpecial this proud, Prodigal, . vain-gloriows, and moſt volupturs 
City,that hath-all this'while-ſate as a Queen , and knowa no ſorrow, 
ſhall not anſwer God in his' Expeitations ; then. be it known to thee and 
them, that God will repent him of the god he intended both ro the and 
them ; and as he overturned thy-Father, and thoſe that overturned him, 
and hath been for ſome conſiderable time,overturning,overttwruing,over- 
twrning in this Land of thy Nativity ; ſo know, O King, that he is as 
able to overiurn thee as them , without thou and thzy make to him 
ſuitable Returns; for of a truth,God ts no reſpefter of Perſons,but in £vc- 
ry Nation, he that feareth him and wozketh Righteouſneſs, is acceptcy 
of him, Acts 10. 34, 35. ' Therefore in Gods fear conſider thy Actings.” 

But to proceed, | King Hezekiah prayes, and God heals : And thus 
whilft the Sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination tothe Lord, the 
Prayer of the. upright is his — » Prov. 15,8. Ard Hezekial 
turned his face to the Wall, and ſaid, Remember 7 beſcech thee, D Lovd, 
how I have walkgd before thee in truth, and with a perfett heart, &c. He 
onely is likely to thrive at the Throne of Grace, who-in his appeals to 
God can plead the uprightneſs of his heart, and the fncexity of his 
Soul ; and whilſt ſome are queſtioning, how. God doth hnow,and whether 
there be Knowledge in the Moſt High?Pial.73.11.Hezekiah is carneſtly 
begging the Searcher of all hearts, before whoſe eyes all things are naked 


and open , to remember the Actings of his former dayes, Happy 1t.15 
with, 
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with thy Soul, that in his ſickzeſs, can plead 'with God the good Attions 
of bus health, = 

4 Thus tvhilſt Hezek;ah is praying to the Lord, the Lord ſhews/him- 
ſelf to be whar in the Scriptures of _—_ __—_ ” be ; even 
a God hearin Sg, P1al.65.2. exekiah mult experience 
him to be HETETD For ſaith the Lord , Go, tell Hezekzah the Cap= 
rain of my People , Y have heard his Pzayers, I have ſeen his Tears. 
God 1s a tender-hearted God, and when his People are moved to paſ- 
fon, upon a right account, he then ſhews himſelf a compaſſionate God 
co them , and this he did to 1ſrae/ of old, when they were in Egype 
under their hard Task-maſters ; for the Lord ſaid , I have ſurely ſeen 
the affliction of my People which are in Egypt , andhave heard ctr cry, 
by reaſon of their Task-maſters ; for I know theur ſorrows , and 1 am come 
down to deliver them, Ex0d.3.7,8. 

God is not onely ſaid to hear the Prayers, and ſee the Tears of Heze 
kiah , but he is as ready to help ; for ſo is his Promiſe, Pſal, 50, x5, 
Call upon me in the day of trouble, 1 will deliver thee , and thou ſhalt 
glorifie me, A good hers for all Gods People to flie to wn tune of diſtreſs, 

And here note , God doth not anely raiſe Hezek;ah from his Bed 
of ſickneſs , but he alſo promiſeth to adde fifteen 'years to his dayes. 
Thus he giveth power to the faint , and ro them that have no might, he 
encreaſech ſtrength ; ever the youth ſhall fainc a»d be weary, ed young 
men /}a/l utterly fail ; 4: they char wait on the Lozd,ſball renew their 
ſtrength ; hey hal mount up 31h wings of an Eagle ; they hall ruy 
and not be weary ; they ſhall walk ad not be faint. 11ai.40.31, | 

And ſeeing it is ſo then,O King,be perſwaded to wart upon God,that 
ſo it may be a /engthening owe of thy Tranquility ; queſtion with thine 
own Soul, whether God hath not added to thy dayes ; remember wich 
thankfulneſs the Hollow Dak,w:th all Gods Tranſattions towards thee in 
that junttyre of time , when an «Arm of fleſh failed thee at Wor» 
ceſter ; not forgetting thy ſafe Paſſage im that little Veſſel that Rides 
in thy conſtant view; and when thou lookeſt on that, ſuffer me 
to be thy Remembrancer, to peri{wade thee, that with thankfulneſs of 
heart, thou remember whence thp Deliverance came ; and that thou 
vive to God a ſuitable return , for that I am confident God expeRs 
from thee; and withall ſeriouſly to conſider the ſad Conſequences of In- 
gratitude : For Hezthiah rendred nor again according to the Benefits 
Feftowed upon him , but his heart was lifted up ; therefore wrath was 
upon him , and upon Judah and Jeruſalem. 

God doth not onely promiſe 10 heal Hezekzab, and to add fifteen 
years to his dayes ; but further he giveth him (according to his own re- 


queſt) 
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 _ a Srgn, and ſuch an a the like of which neither before nor 
Was known ; for moſt miraculouſly be alters the courſe of the Hea- 
vers, for the San who lib 4 Byidegroom comm out of the Chamber aud 
rejogceth ar.@ ffrong man to ran a Race,Plal.19.5. is by the great Power 
of God called back again fifteen Degrees. 

Whence we may take notice of the great Condeſcention of the great 
God , for the ſatesfying his faithful ones, And this was his dealing 
with Gideon , Judges 6, who requires a Sign, that the Angel talked with 
hem, v.20. the Angel pat forth the end of his S:af that was 1» 
hs hand, and touched the fleſh, and the unleavened cakes that Gidevs 
had provided,and there aroſe fire ont of the Rock,,and conſumed them. 

And again, when Gweon by Gods Appointment was to relieve 1ſ- 
xael from the hands of the Aidianites , Amalckites, and the Children 
ef the Eaſt , that were gathered together in the Valley of Jezrec!, 
Judges 6.33. Gideon requires a Sign, it God would deliver /ſrael by 

hands, ver.36, And Gideorallo propounds his own ſatisfaction ; 
Behold, ſaith he, v.37. 1 will put a Fleece of Wool in the Floor, and if 
the Dew be on the Fleece 8xely, and it be dry »pon all the Earth befides, 
then ſhall J know 'rbat thou wilt ſave Iſrael by my hand , as thes haſt 
ſaid ; and ſaith the Text, Jit was ſo, v. 38. For he roſe up early w 
the marmng , and thruſt the Fleece together , and wringed ont of the 
Fleece.a Bowl full of water : Yer ris will nor fully tatisfie Grdevw, 
burbe muſt-come to the Lord, as once Abrahans did, when he petii- 
oned for S»dow, Gen, 18, wich an once mote ; for Gideon ſaid unto 
God, Let.not thine anger be hat «parnſt we,] will peak but rhis once ; {ct 
wemprove / pray thee but this onee with the Fleece ; let 3r now be dry pnc- 
bpuupon the Fleece,und pox all the ground let there be Dew;And God WW 
bo thatmightz For at was wet upon all the ground, 1: #5 good then for 
Sawls:to be fongle-bearted to'God,that God may be [atizfabtory ta them, 

Thus having particularly diſcovered the manner of Gods mercrfucd 
dealings towards Hezelyah , I thall now come-to the words of my 
_ wherein 1s briefly diſcovered Hezekiah's unthankful behaviour 
to God, . 

But Hezek:ah rendzednot again acco2ving to the Benefits beſtowey 
uponhim, bt his heart was lifted up ; therefore wrath was upon him and. 
#pon Tudah and Jeruſalem. 

And becauſe the main drift of the Spirit in the Text is, to diſcover 
Heutkzahb's negle&,in nat rendringto:God , and the ſad/Conſequences 
thereof ; I ſhalltherefore firft.confider what Rewdring 45before 1 come 
to draw any teachable Concluſions from the Texr, 

Rendping , then ſimply ſo-confidered, 18-none other, but a g:ving 
to 
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to God or Man that which « their i i ſo ſaith the Spirit, x Chrox.16, 
29, Give #xto the Lord the Glozp due #nto his Name ; and: Row. 13.7. 
Render therefore to all men their dues, Tribute to whows Tribute-is 
due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom ,' Fear co whom Fear, Yonour to whos 
Honour ; as if he ſhould (ay, , G:ve freely to God and Man that which be- 
longeth to them”, according, to the ſaying of the Lord Chriſt himſelf, 
Mat.22.21, Give to Ceſar che things that are Ceſars, 4»d ts God the 
things that are Gods, . ; Re | | 

There is alſo | a Rendr;ng ſpoken of in Scripture,. by way of 
Requital , - for ſome Benefit beſtowed , or Injury done ; and this is ſome- 
times called KRendring, , and ſometimes . Recompencing and Re= 
quiting, as inthat of Luke 14. 12,14, When thow makeſt a Dinner, 
or 4 Supper , call not thy Friends, nor thy Brethren , nor 'thy Kinſ- 
men , nor thy rich Neighbonrs , leſt they alſo bid thee again," and a 
Recompence be made thee ; But call the Poor, the Maimed, the 
Blind, and the Halt, and thou ſhalt be bleſſed ; for they cannot Recom- 
pence -r Requite thee ; and in x 7s, 5.4. where Children and Ne- 
phews are required to requite their Parents ; and 1Theſ.q.15, where 
it is the Advice of the Spirit, that »o man ſhould render evil for evil co 
any man, F 

So that there is a Reudring belongs to man from man, ſimply ſo con- 
| idered,as they Rand in ſuch or ſuch Relations.; as Children to Parents, 
Servants to Maſters, Wrves to Husbands,' or Subjefts to Princes : And 
- there is alſo a more Reſpeitive Rendring due to men, as they are Bene 
fattors, or better than ordinary in thoſe Kelations ; as from a (,hild to an 
indulgent Father , from a Servant to a very bountiful Mafter , from a 
Subjett to his Prince , as he is Wiſe and Prudentially careful ; laying 
about hims every way, for the better well-being of his Subje&s ; one that 
refuſeth the way of Rehoboam the Son of Solomon, who threatned to make 
the barthens of his Subjects heavier and heavier , and to be worſe to 
them than was his Father ; x Kings 12, 11, Buttoſuch an one that 
will #ndo the heavy burthens, and let the oppreſſed go free , according to 
that of 1/a.5 1.64 I ſay, to ſuch a Father, Maſter and Prince, there is 
a more Tender, Refpettirve, Afﬀectionate Rendring due, and that by way 
of Requital , to anſwer the Love , Bounty and (are of ſuch a Father, 
Matter or Prince. 

And this is that Rendring in my Text thar God expeRteth from 
Hezekiah, that as he had been a bountiful and a frll-handed: God to 
him ; 'ſo he expeRed that Hezeckiah, thougha King, ſhould have had 
his mouth filled with his Praiſes. | Wo 
For when the King of Babylon ſent Ambaſſadors to him, to enquire of 


the 
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the Wonder that was done in his Bs; 2 Chron. 32.31. GCodexpeFed 
that chez he-ſbould have ſhewed the Ambaſſadours , how miraculous 
God had been in delivering him from bis Enemies , and recovering him ; 
and in ſarsfying his Requeſt » In cauſing the Sun to run retrograde , in 
token of the certainty of: his recovery, and of the fifteen years addition 
tohis dayes ; by which means God would have been glorified in the 
ezes of the Heathen; Which is chat that God requireth , That his Peo- 
ple ld fing forth the Honour of his Name , and, make his Paiſe 
glozious, Pſal. 66, 2, Ard alſo ſaith the Lord by the Prophet, Iſat.42. 
: -- Let them give glozp #nto the Lord, and declare his Praiſe i» the 


: A good Leſſon for thee to learn, O King, that when Ambaſſadours are 
ſent forreign Princes, to Congratulate thy condition, that then 
thow remember before them , to glorifie that God, and ſet forth his Praiſe, 
who hath been ſs miraculouſly bountiful axto thee. + 

But Hezekiah rendred not again according to his Benefits beſtowed 
upon him; bur his heart was lifted up ; theretore wrath fell upon him, 
and upon Judah and Jeruſalem. - 

"But here it 'may be demanded, when a perſon” may be ſaid, to 
render duely to God, - 

eAnſw. To this I Anſwer, A perſon may then be ſaid to make 

wuitable: Returns , Or duely to render to God , when in the Relation he 
ſtandeth in,he ſhall as much as in him lieth, A# fartfuly both to God and 
gan; according to the mind of God,whether they be Men or Women, 
as they ſtand in the Relations of Servants or Maſters,- Children or Pa- 
rents ; "Wives or Huabands, Subjetts or Princes : And becauſe the ſub- 
zje& matter of my Text is concerning Prince and People ,, I ſhall not 
Rand to. particularize the d#ty of the other - Relations , but ſhall as 
brieflyas I may, come to a difcovery of what I know from the Scrip- 
tures, to be: the Mind of God in thoſe Relations that concern my 
Text. . 
And firſt of the duty of a Subjeft to his Prince ; a Subjeft may pro- 
* petly be ſaid dxely to render unto God , when according to the ſaying 
of: the:-Lord Chriſt;Mat. 22.20; He doth give to Ceſar the things - har 
are\Ceſars ," and to God the things that are Gods ; when he doth thar 
in the Worſt ip of: God that is agreeable to the Mind of God, revealed in 
that plain Direttory,, the Holy Scriptures of Trugh : And when accord- 
ing to;that Rule alſo-he doth render to his Prince Tribute, Cuſtom, Fear 

Hononx: +. according to the gdireRion of the Spirit., Rom.13.7. A 

moire-fult diſcovery hereot.is.laid down in my Declaration, | 
And {econdly ;- A-Prince may. properly be"ſaid to render duely o” 

EET ns > 
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Ged, when he doth alſo fellow the diret;on of the ſame Spirit in the 
Direftery ; who ſaith , 2 Sam. 23.3. Hethat Raltth over men, muſt 
be juſt , &»/;»g i» the fear of God, This fear of God, is that which 
made good Nehemiah, when he was appo:nted Governour over the Land 
of Tadah , neither he nor his Byethien mot to eat the Bread of the Go= 
vernoar, Nehamiah 5.14. For ſaith he, v.15, 4 1 wy Governours 
rhat were before me, were chargeable to the People, and had taken of them 
'B2eav a»4 Wine, * be/ides forty ſhekels of Silver ; yea, even their Ser- 
wants bare rule over the People ; But ſaith he, So did not I: And he 
' addeth this 4s a Reaſon , WBecaule of the fear of God : And this is that 
which the Wiſe man telleth us , is the ſum or ſubſtance of all that is 
required from Man,in the twelfth Chapter of his Eccleſiaſtes, and the 
thirteenth verſe. Let us hear the Concluſion of the whole matter, 
Fear God, and keep his commandments ; for this (ſaith he ) ir the 
whole daty of Man : and ſo ſaith the Prophet, Afrcah 6. 8, He that 
ſhewed thee, O man, what 1s good, And what doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to vo juſtly, ad co love mercy, a«d ro wack, hiymbly with thy 

God? | WY P77 
Pritnces, Rulers, Governors and Magpſtrates then, ate required to 
do tha work, for which they are ſet up, for they are Gods Vice«ges 
rents, ſet up by him for the due Admnrſftration of Fuftice, and wot to 
be aterronr to good works, but to the evil ; and are continually to attend 
pon that very thing, Rom.13.1,3,4,6, LS: fg: Ant 
In that Antient Hiſtory of the Succeſſion of 'the Sxxom. Monatchs; 
page 370. Itis Recorded to the yet laſting fanieof Edgar , ſome- 
times a King of this Iſland, That he was ſo endowed with that Hea- 
ven-bred , and moſt Heroickh Principle of rhe due Adminiſtration of Fu- 
tice ; ab in his Circuits he took ſo rick an account'of the dae Exe- 
cution of bis Laws , and of the Demeanoar of his grout Men, and eſpe» 
tially of tis Judges, as that he ſeverely punaſted dds; as ofren -as he 
found the Execution of their Places ballanced either with byibezy,orpar- 
tialitp : So that (ſaith the Story) there was #ever lefs Robbery, Deceir 
nor Oppreſſion, than in the Reign of this worrhy King, . 1 
Therefore let me beg thee, O- King, as thou-tendereſt thy ___—_ 
both here and hereafter , Kule with Dulrgence y and with King Eiger 
let After-ages know to thy laſting Praiſe , *that thou hadſt u-delight ro 
do thy Subjects good, in feeking ar” wrck in Relreviey the ed, in 
Frdoing the Fatherleſs , a 74 | wy for the #4dow., in being a ter= 
rour to Evil Works , and ih ſheiving thy ſelf a Camnmuncer of them thu 
do well, CMouſure thy Subjebts Attions by a direff Rulr +: Arid as thou 
att a King over three Kiwgdowns , ſach as make much ads abour their 
E75cy - Chriſtianity, 
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Chriſtianity, ſee that their Actions be Chrif-lke; for the afſumin 
either the Title or Form of Chriſtianity cannot do it ; for from ſuc 
as have not the Power of Godlineſs , there ought to-be by the People of God 
4 turning away, 2 Tim.3.5. For, every one that nameth the Name of 
Chriſt, « to depart from iniquity, 2 Tim.2.19. And ifought to be 
their oxely care , to have their Converſation as becometh the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, — ſtriving together for the Faith of the Goſpel , Phil. x, 27 
Not for the Promotion of Stage-Playes, Dancings, May-games , and 
Paſtimes ; ſor Chriſtians are to abſtain from all appearance of evil, 
x Theſ. 5.22. And as Pilgrims and Strangers they are to abſtain from 
fleſhly Iuſts, which war againſt the Soul , 1 Pet.2.11. cAnd theluft of 
the fleſh ,, the luſt of the eye , and the pride of life , is not of the Fa: 
ther , b#t of the Wozld, and mukt perth with the Wozld, x Joh, 2: 
16, | . 
Be caref#! therefore, I beſeech thee, O King, of the Aftions of thy 
Smbjets , it ſtands thee in harid ſo ro do ; for a fruitful Land God twrn- 
eth into barrenneſs , for the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein, 
Pſal.,107.34. Yea , and thou maiſtfare the worſe for it too ; For 
the Tranſgreſston of « Lad, many are the P2iuces thereof ; Bur by 
a man f underſtanding and Knowledge,the ſtate thereof ſhall be pzolonged, 
ſaith the Wiſeſt of the Sons of men , Prov.28,2. O then, in the fear 
of hins that accepteth not the perſon of Princes, nor regardeth the rich more 
then the poor, Job 34.19.1n the fear of him that leadeth Princes away ſpoi« 
led, and overthroweth the ſtrength of the Mighty; that poureth contempt up- 
on Pronces, and weakneth the Mighty ; that taketh away the heart of the 
Chief of the- People of the Earth , aud canſeth them ro wander in a Wil- 
derneſs, where there is noway , Job 12.19, 21,24. In the fear of him 
that bringeth Princes to nothing , and makgth the Fud lges of the Earth, 
as vanity., 1Tſai.40.23. In the fear of that God , that hath vone ſuch 
great things fo2 thee , be perſivaded for thine own good, to render to 
him according to his Mercy beſtowed, in ſeeing the due Adminiſtration 
of Fuſtice without _ of perſons ; that ſo thou mayeſt Relieve the poor 
oppreſſed of thy People, that of a long 't:m5e have groaned under the Ad- 
muniſtration of Male-Tuſtice. 

And know,QO King,that as thou art to do jwſtly ; ſo thou art required 
to love Mercy, it is that which God accepteth before Sacrifice for 
ſo ſaith the Prophet., Hoſ.6.6. For I deſired Percy, and not Sacrifice, 
and the knowledge of God more than _— gy ; for by Percy and 
Truth 7uquity i purged, and by the fear of Cod men depart from evil, 


Prov.16.5, For Mercy and Truthpyeleve the Ring, a»d his Throne 
1s wpholden by Mercy ; For be that followeth after Righteouſneſs and 
| F 2 
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Mercy; findeth Life , Righteonfief and Honour , Prov.21,21, of 
good man 15 Wer Ciful and lendeth, and his Seed ſhall be bleſſed, Pſal. 37. 
-26, Yea, Bleſſed are the Perciful , for they ſhall obtain Percy, Mat.. 
7, But he all have Judgement without Percy, that hath ſhewed no 

Mercy ; eAwd Percy rejoyceth againſt Judgement, James 2.13. The 

neglect of ſhew:r# Mercy, is that which cauſed the wrath of God to 

burn hot againſt /ſrael of old, Zech, 7.9.-For thus ſpakg the Lord of 
Hoſts, ſaying, Execute true Tudgement , and ſhew Mercy and_Compaſſion 
every man to his Brother , and oppreſs not the Widow, nor the Fat "7 

the ſtranger, nor the Poor ; and let none. of . you imagine evil againſt his 
Brother in his heart : But they refuſed to hearkgn , and plucked away the 
ſhoulder, and ſtopped their ears that they ſhould not hear, &c, Therefoze 
came a great w2ath trom the Lozd of Hoſts, v.12. | 

Then be perſwaded , O King, to ſhew As of Mercy, thou haſt 
Objects enough to exerciſe it upon ;* and know, That pure Religion and 
undeſiled before God and the Father, is this, Ta viſit the Fatherieſs and 
Widows in their Afflicticn , ;] ames 1.27. Not to make Fatherleſs and 
Widows, to bring them to Affuttion,”. And in thy ſhewing Mercy, take 
the Advice of the Spirit of God, in Rom.12,8, To do it readily, and 
T_T. . | 

Thou haſt begun already to tread in this Way, in thy A& of Ob- 
livion,let not the malicious endeavours of any,though never ſo great, 
pervert thy ſteps ; for it is one of Zzons Paths, 

A third thing that is required of thee, O King, is, That as thou 
art todo Juſtly, and to love mercy ; ſo alſo, to walk humbly wich thy 
God, 

But here it may be demanded, when a perſon may be ſaid to walk 
humbly with God ? : 

To this I Anſwer ; A man may they be properly ſaid, to walk hum- 
bly with his God, when he goeth not before God , or without God in his 
A&tons ; but that in all his undertakings , he doth that which is 
required of him by Ged , in oxder to his humble obedience to God , whe- 
ther it be in the Worſhip and Service of God , Or in his Attings towards 
zen: Thus Enoch walked with God three hundred years,Gen.5 .22.And 
Enoch walking with God, God was ſo well pleaſed therewith, as that 
he exempted him from the Pangs of Death ; for ſo ſaith the Text, v. 24. 
And Enoch: walked with God, and was not ; for God took, him : Enoch 
walked with. God faithfully ; for without Faith it is Impoſſible to' pleaſe 
God , Heb.11.6. And we find him ſo Recorded in that (atalogue of 
faithful ones , Heb. 11.5. By. faith Enoch was tranſlated, that he ſhould 
not ſee death , and was net found, becanſe God had tranſlated. hin ; - 
efore 
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before he Wai tranſinted, he had this Teftimony, That he pleaſed . 
God. | 

Thus Noab alſo walked with God, Gen.6.9. And when a World of 

wicked Men and Women, : for their ungodlineſs muſt be drowned ; the Lord 
aid unto Noah , Come thou, and ' all thy Houſe into the Ark,; for thee 
ve 1 ſeen Righteous before me in this Generation, Gen.6,r, _. 

Thus alſo Zacharias and Elizabeth, the Father and Mother of John 
the Baptiſt, who walked with God, Luke 1.5,6, who were: both righte- 
ons before God, walking in all the Commandments and Ordinances of the 
Lord, blameleſs. - - — 

So that I ſay, To walk humbly with God, is to. follow God fully in all 
his Laws, Statutes, Ordinances,and Appointments, 

And thus the (hurch and People of God, are required to be Followers 
of. God, as dear (*hildren, Eph.5..z. - That as Children are to follow the 
Direttions. and Appointments of their Earthly Parents; ſo Gods People 
ſhould follow the Direttions. and. Appointments of their Heavenly Father ; 
and ſhould walk in the foot-fteps of the Flock! of God , gone before ; 
who run either before nor without God ; but with the Prophet David, 
Pſal. 119.32, in the Laws, Statutes ; Ordinances and Apporntments Of 
God : Thwus they walked humbly with their God... . So that this is that 
which I would willingly lay before thee, O King ; and alſo beg and 
entreat thee for thine own good:;" ſeriouſly to conſider of , That to 
walk humbly with God , 1s not to walk in any wap, but in that which is 
well-pleaſing to God;zn that way which &' by himſelf direfted,for his to walk. 
#n.; for perſons canner be ſaid fs'be no more Foreigners and S.rangers, 
anleſe they become - fellow. Cit1zens with the Saints, "and of the Houſhold 
of God ; being buzlt upon the foundation of the Prophets and Apoſiles, Jeſus 
C brift hinsſelf being the chief Corner ftone , Eph. 2.19,20, By which 
means onelp , they grow up an Holy Temple in the Lord, in whom they 
alſo are bulded together for an Habitation of God , through the Spirit, 
ver.21,22, *' | | 

Then confider thy landing, O King, and with Hezekzah purge out 
the filthineſs of thy Holy Things, in order to thy walking humbly with 
thy God; in order to thy Rendzing duely to God, for thy great Mer- 
cies received,confidering the danger of not Rendring. 

For Hezekzah rendred not again according to the Benefit done un- 
to him, for his heart was lifted up ; therefoze wzath was upon. 
him,andupon Judah and Jeruſalem, 

\ Thus having ſhewed in ſome meaſure the Occaſion of the words of 
my Text ; I ſhall now come to the handling. of the words themſelves, 

But Hezekzab rendred not again according to.the Benefit done ray 

um, 
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him, for his heart was lifted up ; therefore there was wrath upon bim, 
and upon Fudab and Jeruſalem. 

The words in-themſelves contain theſe four Particulars; 

I, Gods Benefits beſtowed upon Hezekyzah, 

2,. Hezekiah's Unthankfulneſs to God, 

3. The Reaſon of Hezekzah's Unthankfulneſs, 
4. The ſad Conſequences of his Unthankfulneſs, 

I, Gods Benefits beſtowed upon Hezek:ah,in theſe words, Acconms 
co2ding to the Bentfit done unto him. * 

2, Hezekzab's Unthankfulneſs to God,in theſe words , But Ihexes 
kiah rendzed not again, | 

3. The Reaſon of Hezek;ah's not rendring,in theſe words, Fop his 
heart was lifced up. © TY MN 244 m4 . 

4. The ſad Conſequences of Hezekiah's not rendring,' And they 
are two fold, and implyed in theſe wotds : oe | 

x. Therefoze there was wzath upon him; And, 

2. Upon Judah and Jeruſalem. 

But Hezek:ah rendred not again according to the Benefit done unts 
him,for his heart was lifted up ; therefore there was wrath upon him, 
and upon Judah and Jeruſalem, | 

Thus having laid down the Occaſion of the words of the Text , and 
the Particulars contained in the Tert;I ſhall now proceed to lay down, 
what teachable Concluſions may be drawn from the Text; which are 

theſe three : | 
' 1, That God requires ſmitable Returns for Benefus beſtened , though 
from the greateſt of Men or Nations; upon the neglett whereof, God puni 
th without reſpett of perſons. 

2, That many times God pumſheth 4 People, for the miſcarriages of 
their Governours , whether in ( burch or State , or in a partucular 
Family. FL hh wv | 
3. That vutward enjoyments many times do ſo affett the heart of man, 
48 that they lift it up , even to the forgetting of God , and to their own 
rune. | 
To the firſt of theſe, That God requires ſuitable Retwrns for Benefit s 
beſtowed, though from the greateſt of Men or Nations ; upon the negleft 
whereof , God pumiſheth without reſpect of perſous..' 

King David, 1 preſume, was: well acquainted with the Truth of 
this Aﬀſertion, which made him ſo earneftly enquire, what be ſhould 
render to God, in Pſal. 116. after a full Declaration of what God 
had particularlydone for his Soul; he oryeth out, ver. 12. | What ſhall 
I render to the Lori , for all his Benefits beſtowed mpon me ?. And in vis + 
an 
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and 14. he gives in his Refolu G2? I will, ſaith he, take the ("up of 
Salvation, and call upon the Name of the Lord ; I will pay my Vowes unto 
the Lord now,in the + gg all bis People ; and in Pſal.58.12; Theſe 

Vawes are upon me, OO God, 1 will render Praiſes unto thee, 

But for the proof of this point ; conſider, Nebachadnezzar King of 
Babylon, who dreamed a Dream , which to him was very terrible ; in- 
ſomuch, that his ſpirit was trowbled,and his ſleep brake from him, Dan.2, 
I, Then the: King commanded to call the Magicians,and the Aſtrologers, 
and the Sorcerers, and the Caldeans , to ſhew the King his Dream ; to 
whom he promiſed great Rewards ,- if they could ſhew bo the Dzeam, 
and the Fnterpzetation, ( for it was gone from the King) But if they 
could not , then he. threatned veath to them , «»d ruine ro their Houſes, 
verſ.6,7,8,9. The which they could not do; and thereupon a Coms- 
mand wet out from the King , to flay them : The Executioners of 
whoſe ill ſought Damel and his Fellows alſo to ſlay them. Then Daniel 
enquired of Artoch the Captain of the Kings Guard , the Reaſon of the 
haſtinef of the Decree from the King, who telling him the matter ; Dame! 
went in to the King, and deſired time that be mi obe ſhew the King both the 
Dyeamn, 4d the Jnterpyetation; the which being granted, he ſudden- 
ly after came and told it the King, v.31, Thou, O King, ſaweſt, and 
behold a great Junge : this great Image, whoſe brightneſs was excellent, - 
ſtood before thee,and his form was terrible, 

.- This Images Head was of fine Gold, his Bueaft and his Armes of Silver, 
his Belly and his Thighs of Byaſs, his Leggs of Jron, hs Feet part of * 
Iron,azxd pod Clay + T how ſaweſt till ibs « Stone was cut owt without 
hands, »h:ch {mote che Image »pon his Feet, that were part of Iron ad 
part of Clay, und brake them to pieces. 

- Then'wa the Iron, the Clap, the Byaſs , the Silver, 2d the Gold 
brokes to pieces regether, and' became then as the Chaſf of the Summer + 
Miuſay Jars and the wmd carried them away,” that mo place was found 
them ; and the Stone that ſwote the Inge , became a great Bountain, 
and filled che whole Earth. This i the Drenm ( ſaid Daniel) axd 7 wil 
tell the Taterpyetation thereof before che King, © 
-T-H# OU D Ring, #: a Ring of Rings, for the\ God of Heaver 
beth ther « "Ringvom, Power, «4 Strength; 4d Glozp ; a» 
wow ore obo Thilvzen of wes 4vell , the Beals of the Field , 
the Fowls of he Draven hath he groen imro thine hann, and barh made 
thee Ruler over them all ; Thyon art this Head of Gotv, | 

Dy all which we ro ther God had done very." mich for _ 
wear, and made him King of Bimgs, ' and higher rhan all che Rings 
o the Earth ; Yer when Nebachadmes.2ar renitrerh net to God accrding 

to 
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to the Benefits beſtowed, God wa him:down from all his Pomp ; when 
Nebuchadnezzar forgat God that made hins ſo great , and begins to Sa- 
crifice to his own Net ," as he did, Dan, 4.39. Forſaid the King , 1s noe 
this Great Babylon , that I have builved for. the Houſe of my Kingdom, 
by the Bight of my Power, a»d for the Honour of my Majeſty ? : Thus 
whilſt he was glorying himſelf ,\ inltead of glorifying God, God takes 
him down; for ſo ſaith the Text,v.31.hilſt the word was in the Kings 
mouth, there fell a voice from Heaven, ſaying, O King Nebuchadnezaar; 
to thee #4 75 ſpoken , the Kingdom 5 departed from thee , aud they. ſhall 
drive thee from mengand thy dwelling ſhall be with the Beaſts of the Field 
they ſhall make thee-to eat graſs as Oxen , and (even times ſhall paſs over 
thee, until thou know char che Bolt High Ruleth in the Ringdom of 
men;--andKiveth it fo whom he will ; and ſaith the Text, v.33 The 
ſame hour was the thing fulfilled «po» Nebuchadnezzar.” So that in him 
we ſee the Afſertion made good , That God requires:ſuitable returns. for 
mercies beſtowed, though from the greateſt of Men or Nations. This man 
was {0 great, as that there was. noe greater ; for he was ever All. ; not. 
a King over ſome few Countries ,.or an Emperour oyer ſeven Nations, 
but'a Monarch, one that had an »»limwed and-an wnverſal Powery:36, 
Yet when he comes to, walk, contrary to God, God walks contrary to 
him ; when he refuſeth to glorifie God , God will be glorified wpor 

him, PD” | ee 
'The like we may ſee in King Saul, 1 Sam.1i5. The Prophet Samuel 
came-to him., 'and appointed -him his work from! God ;' and in his {6 
doing, he firſt layes before him what God had done for him ; and givetlr 
itin as a Reaſon,, .why Sa#{ſhould perform the Will of God; forſaith 
he, v.1. The Lord ſent me to Anoint thee to be King over his. Peoples 
ever Iſrael ; Therefore hearken thou unto the, voice of the Word of rhe 
Lodd ;. Theus ſaith the Lord, 1 remember what Amalek; did 10 Iſraech, 
how he laid wait for him in.the way , .4s he came'up out gy: Land of 
Egypt; now go and ſmite Amalek,, and utterlydeſtray All that they haves 
and ſpare them not ,, but utterly deſtroy both" Man and Woman  Infaxt and 
Suckling, Ox and Sheep,., Camel. and Aſſe,.  Amalek; lay: wait', ta 
have deſtroyed 1(rael-;"n0W God takgs bfritils Canſe in hard., and Amalek. 
muſt be attorly cutoff... {t-35 good for the:Þropte-of - Gd , toilet God alone 
with his own Work; for vengeance. is miney end 1 will repay it , ſuck 
the Lord, Rom.12.19.\ And Gods t11e'1s the beſt t1ave. fo-revenge 1; 
for ſoſaith the Lord þy-his Prophet, Zephaniah. 3.8, 'Wwr ge upon mrs 

untill the day that; riſe ta the prey ; for my determinateonids, to.g, 
- rhe Nations, tthiet Jimny afemble the Kin gdems , #0; pour nent hew nuve 
Indignation , even all my fierce Arger ;- $0r_,, All:the(Eawhhall be de- 
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veured with the fire of my Tealonſee : for, ſaith the vhy 1" h us the day 
of the Lozvs vengeance, a»d the year of Recompences, for the Controverſie 
i Zron, Iſai. 34.8. And ſaith the Lord, 7 am jealons for Ternſalem and 
or Zion,with a great jealouſie,Lach.1.14. For yyecious in the fight of rhe 
Lord,is the death of bis Saints, Pſal.116.15. and Pſal.9.12,. When he 
»aketh Iniquiſion for blood, he remembzeth them, and fozgrenceth »o: 
the Cry of the humble, Had Iſrael been the Revenge of his own quarrel , 
it had not made ſo much for /ſraels comfort , neither would Amalek. 
have had his deſerved dxe ; Iſrael might have #nder-done the B ork; 
for Iſrael knew not the bent of Amalcks ſpirit, To well as he that took. 
the Work:in hand; for God ſees not as Man ſees, Man onely knows 
the outward aft, but God alſo the intention.and thought of the heart ; 
God without all Queſtion knew rhat Amaleck.intended the utter ruine of 
Iſrael; and therefore eAmalek, muſt be wtterly deſtroyed - For God 
is a Righteous God, and commonly deals with men by the Law of 
ton ; for Adon-bezeck (aid , Threeſcore and ten Kings having 
therr Thumbs and their great Toes cut off , gathered their Meat under my 
Table; ag 1 have vone ſo God hath done to me , Judges x. 7, And 
* Nathan (aid unto David; 2 Sam.12.9, Thon haſt done evil in thef hr 
of the Lord , thou haſt killed Uriah the Hittite with the Sword , ba 
taken his Wife to be thy Wife ; now therefore the $SW92d ſhall never depart 
from thine Houſe, &c. «And 7 will :ake thp Wives before thine eyes, 
and prue them to thy Neighbour , and he ſhall lye with them inthe ſight of 
the Sun ; for thou didſt 7his ſecretly, b»t / will do his befone all Iſrael, 
and befoze the Sun. And the Prophet Samme! alſo ſaid unto Kin 
Agag, 1 Sam.15.33. eAs thy Sw02d hath made Women Chilbleſs , [o 
frat thy Mother be Childleſs among Women ; and Samne! hewed 
Agag m pueces before the Lord, 
tis good for men then in all their undertakings, to do to others, as 
they would have others to do unto them: And this is that golden Rule, 
that the Lord Chriſt himſelf layes down , Mar. 7. 12, eAll things 
whatſoever ye world that men ſhould do unto you,do ye even [9 unto them ; 
* for this is the Law and the Prophets : And that he might the better be- 
you his People to a ſtri&t Obſervation of this Leflon , he requires 
m in the firſt and ſecond verſes , Nor to judge , left they be judged ; 
for ſaith he, wich what fudgement ye judge, ye ſha be Judged ; and with 
what meaſure ye met, :t (hall be meaſured to you agars : The perfeRt 
Law of Retaliation.” © - | ' 
Iam the willinger to ſay the more to this , though I am- upon a 4- 
grefſion, \ becauſe, if poſlible,” I might keep. others from ra greſfn ; 
tor theze are many in this our day, 1 know, that are ready and wiling 
G io 


: (32) | 

to run head-long to the raine of the People of God here} though it be ts 
the r#ine of their own Souls hereafter , and that to fiveens z fox ſo ſaith 
the Lord Chriſt himſelf, Mar.25.41,- Then a the King ſay tg 
them on hu left hand., Depart from me » Je C4Mr, ed, into Everlath 
fire , prepared for the Devil and his Angels ; for when I'mas an Hungry, 
Je gave we no meat ; 1 wai Thirſty, and ye gave me n0 Drink; I wa a 
Stranger , aud ye took, me not in ; Naked, and ye cloathed mg nat; Sick, 
and in Priſon , aud ye viſited me not ; for, tneſwmnch as ye bid it not to one 
of theſe little ones; 9.4.5. or the lealt of- theſe my byechen , je 4d it 
not unto me, v. 40. RE ns 

Whence I would have all perſecuting ſpirits to take notice , That if 
: Chriſt at that great day will be ſo ſtrict upon men, for omutting the. doing 
of that gaed , that they might have done to the People of Gad ; that he 
will be far more ſtritter with thew, for doing Abts of violence againſt thens 
for God is very tender of his People however men eſteem of them ; 
and ſo ſaith the Prophet, Z«ch.2.8. He that toucheth you, coucheth che 
Apple of his eye. God hath been Eminent in his Judgements of lats 
dayes : And therefore let all perſecrmting ſpirits , hear, and fear, and 
tremble,for the Lord will appear mighuly for us People, - 

But to return to our matter : King Sau/ being fully Commiſſionated 
for this work of Amaleks deſtruQtion ; and being perſwaded to the 
faichful performance thereof by Sawnel , upon the account of what 
Begefits God had done for him ; yet Saw rexdred not according to the 
Benefits beſtowed upon bims ; and therefore, he was looked upon as a Rebal 
aſtainſt God , 1 Sam.15.23. inhat he ſavedthe beſt of the Sheep and 
Oxen , arid King Agag alive ; and this cauſed God to rend the Kjng- 
dom ffom-him, v. 28, And this is that, together with his going to 
the Witch of Endor , that alſocoft him his life ; for ſo cath the” Text, 
iChroxa,10.13. So Saul ded for bis tranſgreſſion, which he cammitted 
againft the Lord , even againſt the Word of the Lord , which he kgpt not ; 
4zd alſo for aching C pars of one that had a famuliar ſpirit , ta enquire of 
it : So that in Saul alſo we ſee the Aſertion made 200d, That God re- 
quires ſuitable returns for Benefits beſtowed, though from the greateſt 
of Men or Nations ; upon the negle& wheregf, God puniſheth with- 
out reſpec of Perions: SY 

It is-neither the Nawe , D:gmty nor Power of the greateſt of Kings, 
that can n_ them fron he i rev band of God; for Tophit is 
erdained of old ,. ſaith the Prophet, 1ſarah 30. 33. yea, fo2 the Ring 


it is pzeparel, habe b made it deep and large.; the pile thereof ts fire and 
raw) wad ; the Breath of the Lord like a fiream of pacdr La dath 
valet, | | 


Neither 
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Neither is it-the greetweſs of a Narrow or a People , that can excuſe 
them, if they be found ſinging againſt God, witneſs Iſrael of old., 
ton like the Sands of the Sea ſhore, or as the Stars in the Firmament 
for uutmber;; J> the Lords-Portion; for ſo faith the Text, Demt.z2.9. 


The Lords People are bis Portion ,, Facob is the Lot of his Inhernance ; 
the Vineyard that his own right hand hath planted , Pſal.80.15. Such as 
in their day had the higheſt Priviledges of any Nations under the Hea- 
vens ; for ſo ſaith the Propher David, Pſal. 14.7,19,20. He ſhewed his 
Wo nnto Facob , his Satutes and hs Judgements unto 1ſrac!, he 
hath mor dealt ſownh any Nation : And: as for his Judgements , they 
have not known thens ; yet for all this, by reaſon of Gods ſin-revenging 
band wpon them, the Apoſtte Pax! takes up a great Lamentauon, 
Roms.9. the beginning, and tells us, That he could wiſh himſelf , that 
he were aceurſed from Chriſt ,' for his Brethrens ſake, concerning the fleſh ; 
who; ſaith he, ave Ifraclites, to whom 'pertaineth the Adoption , and 
the Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving of the Law, and the Ser- 
vice of God , and the Promiſes , whole are the Fathers, and of whom 
Concerning the fleſh,Chriſt came. | 

Yer notwi g all theſe high Priviledges, the Prophet is ſent 
to them with'a Meffage from the Lord, Tſaiah 6.9,10. Go, ſaith the 
Lord, and tell this People , Hear ye indeed, but uuderſtand not ; and ſee 
je indeed, but percerve not ; makg the heart of this oy 1 fat, and make 
their ears heavy; and ſht their ayes ; leſt they ſee with their eyes , and 
= with their ears, am nnderffand with their hearts, and convert, and be 
** And what's the Cauſe of all this, may ſome ſay ? er 

Anfw.' The Prophet that was ſent on this Meſſage , with other of 
the Prophets , will give a perfe& anſwer, and tell-you , That 1ſrae! 
Aid mot render nato the Lord accord. to bus Benefits beſtowed ; and there- 
fore wrath "ww upon them from the Dard-;* for God had planted thews a noble 
V:ne wholly & Kiphtedn Seed; bur they were ire into the degenerate 
Plant of a flrange Vine anto him , Taith the Prophet, Jeremiah 2.21. 
And the Prophet 1/aieb ſings the ſame Song, ſarah 5 .1,8c, Now will 
Ifing, ſaith he, to my vell Beloved, 'a Dn of my well Beloved rouehing 
his IS - 7 well: heloued bath a rd in. a very fru:ful 
Hill", and he di it wid ates oxt the ſtones thereof , and planted it 
»#h therhoiſeſt Uine ; 2d Be Builr a Tower, and [er a Winepreſs there- 
in, and he lookgd that it ſhoild bring forth Gyayes, and it brought forth 
Wild Gzapes. V. 7. The Yinejard of the Loxd of Hoſts , is.the 
Houſe of Iſrael, and the Men of Tudah, his pleaſant Plant ; and he ws 
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for Jungement;fer bbold,Dpp1cifon ; for Righteouſneſs , 5=e beho/d, 
a cr 


And therefore God calls themſelves to Judge the Cauſe, v.z. 4d 
now , O Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and men of Judah, Judge, 1 pray 
you , between me and-myV ineyard, What could have been more to 
my Vineyard, that I have not done init ? And now, ſaith he, Goto, I will 
rell you what I will do tomy Vineyard , I will takes away the m_ thereof, 
and it ſhall be eaten up ; and break down the Wall thereof, and it ſhall be 
troden down ; 'and I will lay it waſte, i: ſhall not be pruned: nor digged ; 
but there ſhall come up Bypers and Thozns. And for theſe Miſ-actings 
of theirs, ' the-Lord by his Prophet , 1ſas. I. 2. takes up a great com- 

laint, ſaying, Hear O Heavens, and give ear O Earth , for the Lord 

ath ſpoken , 1 have nouriſhed and brought up Children , and they have 
r d againſt me ; che Ox knoweth his Owner , and the Aſſe his 
Maſters Crib ; but Iſrael doth not know, my People do not conſider : Ah! 
ſinful Nation , a People laiden with Iniquity, a Seed of Ewil-doers, Chil- 
dren that are Corrupters ; they have forſaken the Lord, they have provoked 
the Holy One of Iſrael to anger , they are gone away backward : By Rea- 
ſon whereof, we ſee the Lord looks upon their Holy Duties as nothing, 
_ as vanity ; and their burning of Incenſe', an abomination unto 

Im, i 

Whence we may note , That though men be-in the Perfef# and 
Real Way of Ged , as to his mn ; yet, if they do not render to God, 
if thery Converſation anſwes not their i Yefeſſes , the beſt of their YWor- 
ſhip is but vain and abominable in Gods ſight ; and ſuch as God is weary 
to bear , Iſai.1.14, And ſuch perſons are looked upon as Enemies to 
the Croſle of Chyift, Ph:/.3.18. And God looked upon them to be 
foto him: and ſuch as he will not long be burthened withal ; for ſo faith 
the Prophet, Iſaiah 1.24. Thus [-Y the Lord f Hoſts, the Mighty 
One if Iſrael, sAb ! Twill eaſe meof mine Anverſaries, 7»; avenge 
me on mine Enemies : And we find this threatning Was made good upon 
them, Zach. 7.13,14. Therefore, ſaith the Prophet, it »s come to 
paſs , that as he cryed , and they would not hear, ſo they cryed , aud I 
would not hear ; but 1 ſcattered them with a Whirl-wind among all the 
IVations whom they knew not, &c. and ſo they,continue a ſcattered peo- 
ple to this very day. So that we ſee the Afſertion made goodin t 
alſo, That God requires ſwitable. Returns for Merczes beſtowed , though 
from the greateft of Pen o2 Nations ; «pox rhe neg/eft whereof, God 
puniſheth without reſpec sf perſons, _ | 

So that” we ſee the point fully proved upon” Nebuchadnezzar and 
Saul, two Great and Potent Kings ; and alſo ugon 1ſrae!, the great 

0 


- Is 
of Natzons ; and that not PRs. 2 
the greateſt Priviledged Nation As 


the account of mwltirade,but alſo 
| e&r the Heavens, 

/. I ſhall not ſpeyd time to lay down the Reaſons of the Point ; but 
in a word ſhall lay What the Lord Chriſt ſaith, Lukg 12.48, To whom 
much 1 given fl of him ſhall be much required, | 


And to I 
Point, 

For , as Practice is the very life of Profeſſion , So the Uſes of a 
Sermon, being well applyed, become words ſpoken in ſeaſon ; which 
the Wiſe Man ſaith, Are like Apples of Gold in Pi&ures of Silver, 
Prov.25.I1, 

And ſeeing it is ſo, that God requires ſuitable Returns for Benefits 
beſtowed ; upon the negle& whereof, God puniſheth, &c. 

This then may ſerve for a Uſe togreat ones ; and firſt, to thy ſelf,. 
O King, to Exhort thee in the Name and Fear of Cod, ſeriougf*to; 
conſider pom what God hath done for thee , how GoE hatch 
preſerved thee both abroad and in this Land of thy Nativity ; and 


all come to ſome Utes, that may be made of the 


me humbly beg thee once again; ſeriouſly. to conſider the Hollow Otk;Fv, - 


and that little Veſſel which rides in thy conſtant view, and thoſe that. *. 
were acting in and by them, for thy perſonal preſervation (the which,> &- 
if report be true , thou haſt in a great meaſure already done,which is 
very .commendable) But this 1s that, O King, that I am chiefly 
pleading for , that thou wouldſt endeavour to-look through and beyond 
them,even to the Finger and Power of that God that wrought in and by « on 
not only for thy Temporal, but alſo ( if thou beeſtnot wanting to thy 
ſelf) for thy Eternal preſervation, if thou doſt make ſuitable Returns to. 
hinzgthat ſo wrath may not follow, 

To this oo , conſider every one of thy Thoughts and Intentions, 
and examine them before thou put them into ao», ſee whether they 
trend to a ſuitable Returning to God,for ſuch great Benefits recerved from 
God, or not, . 

Andif th, O King » be the bent of thy Spirit , and thy continued * 
prattice , I can aſſure thee from the Word of the Lord , that it will be a 
lengthning ont of thy Tranquility ; for ſo ſaith the wiſeft of men, by the 

axce of the Eternal Spirit, Prov.16.7, When a mans wayes pleaſe... 
the Loz2d, he will makg even his Enemies to be at peace with him; and: 
not onely ſo , but thou ſhalt alſo have a Benefit hereafter , and that to 
Erermty ; for ſo ſaith the Lord by the mouth of a King , Pſal. 50. 23. 
Whoſe offereth praiſe, glorifieth me, and to him that ordereth his Conver-- 
ſation aright, w:{ /-few che Salvation of God, 
And ſecondly, O King, ſeeing many Great Ones tn this Nation m 


* 
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had a great ſhare ia the Benefits God hath beftowed upon thee z, this 
may ſerye for a Uſe of Exberrarron allo to them, * to periwade themro 
confider ſeriouſly. what God hath done for them'in daing for thee z and 
farcher to examine what ſuitable Returns have already made; and 
what Rendrings they intend to make to God for fuch great Benefits be. 

lowed, | 
I defire to urge this the rather, becauſe I ſee many of their Coaches 
ſtanding daily, where I fear they cannor duly Reader to. God according 
to ſuch Mercies beflowed ; and therefore I ſhall defire to diſcharge my 
Conſcience to them, in ketting them know, That without Holineſs no'man 
ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb, 12+ 14. and without Faith it is impoſſible ts 
leaſe God; Heb 11.6. Which Faich comes by Hearing , and Hearing 
y the Word of God, Heb. x0. 17. and not by Heating ſexrrifiry in 
Stage-playes, May-games 23d Paſftimes : Conhder -O ye Grear Ones, 
that we ply of fuch aRtings; and know, that God requires other 
9g you; and make ſuitable Remrns to God, teſt God Rerurn 


t 
bis Judgeiments with Indignation, and fo the laft be worſe than the firſt : 
Ffor we uſually fay, rhar Kelapſes are dangerous, andmany times prove 


worſe than the firſt Dit 


Thirdly, Secing God requires ſuitable Recurns for Benefits beſtowed, 
though from the greateſt of Men or Nations ; upon the negle& whereof, 
God punifheth without reſpeR of Perſons, | 4 

This then may alſo ſerve for 2 Uſe of Exhortarion and Examination 
to this Nation, confidered 45 4 Nation : And as ſome have faid, They (to 
wit) the Nation was 2 Body withomt a Head ; meaning, they were with- 
out a K;ng ; for the King is the Head, or Supream, 1 Pet.2.13,14. ac- 
cording to that of Sammel alſoto Saxl, x Sam, 14,17. And Samwelfaid 
to Sawul, When thou walk /#tie in thine own ſight, walt thou not-made the 
Head of the Tribes of Iſrael? And the Lord anointed thee X ing over 
Iſrael, &c, So that now, O Ergland,thou canſt not ſo Complain, for 
2 miraculous hand thy Head is reſtored to thee again z examine thy ſelf 
now What Benefit thou haſt received ; and alſo, how thou art bettered 
thereby : Doſt thou render to God accordino to his Benefus beſtowed ? 


* Art.chou grown more Holy than thou wall ? Or rather, art thou not 
» grow openly prophave, our of a ſenſe of Gods Great Love to thee ; Dolt 


thou rezoyce before the Lord with :remblpug ?+ Or rather, is not thy re- 
Joycing ſuch, as that ir would and doth, even make a truly Regenerace 
Soul tremble to behold it > Artchou revdring to God, for bringing this 
yam Defign about without ſhedding. of blood 2 Or rather, is nor thy Be- 
 haviour ſuch, as ſuddenly — God to open; another yo "an 
NT Effuſion 
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Effnhioa of thy Bloyd, even to the Cnfun of thy face> Art thou 
re/oncing,that the Sword in all viſible probability is now ſheathing again? 
And 1s not that rejojcang ſuch, that may jufily cauſe God to Grand 
it to run thoxow thy Borders a ſecond time? ; 

Art thou hamble before thy God, O England, out of a Confiderati- 
on of thine ewn #xwerchineſs, and of Gods great love to thee in theſe 
ym. ? Or rather, art thou not grown more hanghty ? And may not the 
Lord take up a Complaint againit thee and thy Daughters, O England, as 
once he did agaialt his People of old ? 1ſa.3.16. and fay to England,and 
in ſpecial] to » Becauſe thy Daughters are haughty, and walk, with 
ſtretched out Necks, and wanton Eyes, walking and mincing as they go, 
aud making a tinkling with their feet ; therefore the Lord will ſmite with 
4 the Crown of the Head of the Daughters of England ; eAnd the 
Lord "will diſcover ber ſecret parts in that day : Or when the Lord ſhall 
fay ſo to England, Then will he take away the bravery of their rinkl/ing- 
Ornaments about their feet, and their Cauls, and their rownd Tiers like 
the Moon, and the Braſlets, and the Mufflers, the Bonnets,and the Or- 
namexts of ;he Loggs, the changeable ſwits of faqraſtical Attire ; and in-. 
fiead of rheir ſweet Powders, & ſtink, ;, inflead of a Girdle, a Rent ; in- 
lead of their c7:ſþed and well-(et Hair, Baldneſs ; and inflead of a Sto«- 
macher, a girding of Sack-cloth z 'and Burning inftead of Beawty ; and 
cauſe a ſecond tre their Men to fall by the Sword, and their Mie 1” 
War”, for Englend is full of Difticmpers; ſo that God may juſtly ſay of 
her, as once he faid of Zfract, If. 1.6. From theſole of the foot, even nn- 
te the head, there 14 no ſawndueſs in it, but ,. and byniſes, and pu- 
trified ſores ; they have not been cloſed, neither bound np, nor mollified 
with Ountments ; for the Judgements nor the Mercies of God, have nei- 
ther «lured not reſtrained them from their Iniquities, but to this very 
day ſhe hath her T7perxay of Pride, being alſo full of the Dropſical Hw--. 
morrs of all Abominations ; and yer in a deep Conſumption of all ne 
Piety, Pitty, Penitency, Pabience and Purity ; by which means ſhe is be-- 
cvme very Perverſe, Peviſh, Prophane and Pittileſs. 'S 

Th » O Englend, Conſider what God after all his r_ 
and Mercies requireth of thee ; and forthe time to come, meet thy God 
with ſuitable Returns, leſt God a——_— m ſome or all his rhree 
Kerce Judgements, Sword, Peftilexce or Famine ; either to thy ſpeedy: 
rooting out, or thy Conſuming liagring Ruine, Conhder what I ſay, 
and the Lord make thee wile, 

And Secondly, Seeing it is fo, TharGod requires ſuitable Rewras. 
for Benefus beſtowed, though fram the greateſt of Men or es 
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i 


8 | 
This then may ſerve for a Ule G SUD to all, from the Higheſt to 
the Loweſt, from him that ſieterh the Throne, to him that grindetþ 
at the Mill, even to t ewer of Weed and Drawer of Water ; to all 
that have received, and hawve- not duly rexdred, to fuch who like the 
Swine under the Acorn Tree, have greedily ſwallowed down all che Be. 
nefits that comes from God, never ſo much as once looking to God, nor 
co him that ſends chem ; And to fay truth, it fares ge y With men as 
with thoſe Leapers, Luk,17.17.where ten were cured; & bur one found to 
return Praiſe : And indeed it is ten to one,whether men generally know ir 
xeally to be their duty, or not ; therefore I ſhall commend this Uſe to all 
that have not:Rendred, and ſhall let them know in the words of Solomon 
the wiſe, That be i in the way of Life that keepeth knowledge ; whilſt 
he that refuſeth rep2oof, erreth, Prov. 10,17. For he that hateth rggroof 
#5 byutiſh Prov. 1 2. x- 4nd ſhame ſhall be ro him that refuſeth /nftruft;. 
on ; whilſt he that regardeth _ all be honoured, Prov. x3.18, 
oor "ER I ſhall defire all, ſeriouſly ro conſider the danger of not 
Rendrin | 
For Hezeckiah rendred not o_ according to the Benefits beſtowed 
upon him, bur his heart was lifted up ; therefore wrath fell upon him, 
and upon Judah and Jeruſalem, 
And fo I ſhall paſs to the next Teachable Obſervation. * 
2. That many times God paniſheth a People for the miſattings of 
their Governors, wherher in Church, State, or particular Families. 
.For the Proof of which Point, let us confider King David, who as 
rothe incegrity of his inward-man, was upright before God ; therefore 
we have this Teſtimony of him, That he was a man after Gods own 
heart, 2 $am.13.14. Yet this integrity of his was accompanied with 
ſome imperfeKions, which cauſed Gods wrath to burn hot againſt his 
People, as we may read, 2 Sam. 24,1. For King David by the infti- 
gation of chat Enemy of mankind, was moved to number his _ by 
which means the wrath of God was kindled againſt Iſrael ; for ſo faith the 
Text, 2 Sam 24.1. And = the aneeftts Lord was kindled againſt 
Iſrael mn He moved David againti them toſay , Go 1wmber liracl 
and Judah, 
Gf. But here it may be agked, How I prove this to be done by the 
> 5 of that.Evil One, ſecing the Text doth nor in ſo many words 
4o ? © 
— To which 1 Anſwer ; The Text in 2 Sum. 41- T. nor in afy 
ether part of the Chapter, -doth not in.ſo many words .proveic; bur if 
acceotinges the teaching of che Apoſtle Pax!, x Cor, 2.13. #e compare 
: Spiritual 
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Spit itwal things with Spiritual, Left) Ghoſt will make a clear Diſco. 
very ; for compare this, 2 Sam.24.1.with, x Chron,21.1. we ſhall find 
this, He chat moved David inthis, 2 Sam.24.1. is that Enemy of man- 
kind, that Evil One, or Satan ; for fo faith the text, x (hron,21.1, And 
Satan ſtood up againſt I{rael, and provoked David to number Itael, 

Queſt. here it may be farther demanded, #hat was Iſraels in? 
ſeeing 1 ted, what had I(rael done ? 

Anfw-. TI Anlwer ; 1ſracl was not at this time ( as we read of ) ating 
way grol or known fin , yet 1ſrael mult be puniſhed : Which proves 
our Aflertion to be true, That God many times prniſheth a People for the 
wiſattings of their Governours, (fc. + B : 

Quelt What then was Davids ſin, may ſome ſay ? 

Anſw, 1 Anſwer; Davids fin lay in numbring the People ; for ſo 
faith the cext, x Chron, 21,7, And God was diſplealcd at this thirg ; 
cherefore he ſmote Iſrael. I 77 Sale :*r. os; 

Queſt, Was the numbring of the People then the only Cauſe, that 
moved God to ſlay with the Plague chreeſcore and ten thouſand ? as we 
read, verſ 14+ | ord | 
- Anſw. Yea, ſofaith the text, v, 17, For David faid unto God, Is it 
not 1 that Commanded the Penple to be numbred ? Even I it ts that have 
ſinned and done evil; But as for theſe ſheep; what have they done ? Let 
thy hand, I pray thee, be of me and on my Fathers Houſe, but not on thy 
' People, that they ſhould be puniſhid, © 

. Queſt. * Is it ſo dangerous a thing then to tell over, or number the 
People, may ſome ſay ? - © + + 


Arnſw. 1 Anſwer ; Thatto tell over or number the People, imply fo 
conſidered, is not fin , for then it were a fin for Joſhna to number the 
People, Joſh.8.,10. Or co: namber the Eleven, Atts x. 26, who were 
aumbred ; For they gave forth the Lots, and the Lot fell upon Matthias, 
and he was numbred with the Elever, © | 
+ But to number che People, ſo as to pur Confidence in an Arm of Fleſh , 
to number the People ſo as to depart from the Lord, this is an accuried 
thing ; for ſo faith the Prophet, Fer.17.5, Thws ſaith the Lord, Curſed 
be the man that truſteth in man, a»d makerh fleſh his Arm; a4 whoſe 
heart teth fromthe Lozd: And oF I humbly conceive might be 
Davids (in ; for if we caſt our eye bur. into 1 Chron, 20. we ſhall find 
Joab, the Captain of Davids Holt, deſtroying the Country of the Chil. 
dren of Ammon, and Rabbah, and flaying, three Giants in three ſeveral 
Ovetthtows of the Philiſtines 5 and the Devil knoweth right well how 
to make his Advantages. wy | : 

e 
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He kney , that _ jealons —_ wor and if he could but 
work up'Darid to put confidence 1n an Arm of flaſh, or to give glory to 
rhe weir tory of oy Armed men ; this was an adv e : gn] 

againſt Iſrael ; this was that which world caxfe God to my ents ſtrength, 
by taking them away , and have a Controverfie with them : And thus 
God doth in Mercy to his People , when they begin to a aro or 
ſer their hearts upon Creature-comforts , God is then rea + them 
wway ; and thus God's ſad , to hedge uptherr way with Therns, Hoſ.2, 
6,7. eAnd to maks « Wall that they ſhall not find their way; and they ſhall 
follow after their Lovers , but ſhall nat overtakg them , they ſhall ſeck_af- 
ter them , but not find them: ; for ſaith the Propher, 1ſar.57.13. The 
wind ſhall carry them away,vanty ſhall taks them. | 

We may ſee this Aflertion farther provedin the Egypriars , .in thoſe 
ten Plagues that came upon'them, for the hardneſs of the heart of Pha- 
raoh their King, What miſery did they endure 1s that weeks trmve of the 
water of the Abbe being turned into Blogd > Ex0d.7.20,27, What iid 
they endure by rraſon of the Plagnes of F "4g, Lice and Flies ? Exod.$. 
3,17,24. in thoſe Plagues of Murrion and Hail ? Exod.9.2,10,23,in 
thoſe Plagues of Locuſs , and Darkreſs ? Exod, 10. 4,32. and in the 
Death of all their firſt-born,both of Man and Beaſt ? Exod.12.29. 

The like we may lee threatned againſt ſrae/ of old,by xeaſon of the 
w:[atlings of their Princes, Judget, Priefts, and Prophets, Micab 3.9. 
Hear, 1 pray you (faith the Prophet) ye Heads of the Howſe of Facob, 
and Prixces of the Houſe of 1ſras! , that abbor Judgement , and pervert 
all Equity » V.1O, That build up Zion with Blood , and Teruſalens with 
Iniquity, V.1i, The Heads thereof judge for Reward, and the Paieits 
thereof teach for IPire , and the Pzophets thereof Divine for Wonep ; 
like the Pyieſts and P2ophecs of England at thig pay ; and they like- 
Wiſe , 4s thoſe of o/d,, Will lean npon the Lord, and ſay, 1s not the Lord 
among us, no evil can come upon us ? But though they ſay thus ; What 
fanly che Prophet > Theretoze ſhall Zion for jour [ak be plowed as a 
Field, and Oh pea ſhall become heaps, and the Mountain of the Lords 
Houſe,as the high places of the Forreſt. 

S$ that we may ſee , That for the miſ-a&tings of Church-men, that 
teach for Hire, and Divine for Money ;  Z:oz,or the Church , ſhall 
be puniſhed, yea plowed as a Field , and laid waſte , and the Mountain of 
the Lords Houſe become @s the high Sar of the Forreſt ; As well as for 
the perverung of P ay and Equity by the Princes and, Judges, 
"Jeruſalem, or the par ig.cy Hana oy. 4 : far there will be @ (cats, 
tering of the Sheep, for the negligence of the $ herd ; yea, ſo ſaiththe 
Prophet, 1/a.10.21,For the Pattozs are become bruts]h,& have not ſought 
the 
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the Lard ; therefore they (hall not Proſper, and all there F lack, (ball be (cat- 
tered, And ſo ſaith the ord Chris Joke the Revlon aake ts 
the. Angel, or the Paſtor of the Church of Epheſws, Revelation 2.5. 
Remember (ſaith he) from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do thy 
firſt work, or elſe I ml come unto thee quickly,and will remove uby Candle- 
fuck, ont of his place, except thou L 

As if he ſhauld ſay, Thou art the Light of the Church, and the 
Feeder of the Flock ; tbe Church ox People, are the Candleſtick that 
upholds thee,and the Flock that employes thee , and unleſs thou re- 
pent of thy deadveſs, thy dulneſs, thy drowſineſs, thy coldneſs, thy care- 
leſneſs, and thy carnality ; 1 will ſuddenly remove thy Candieftick, 7 will 
ſoon diſperſe the flock; And then, what will become of thee > who wilt 
thaw feed ? who wilt thou light ? Thy Talem will then be ander 4 
_ , and not 6n a Candleſtick,, to give light to thoſe that are in the 


+ 200 Aſertzes we may alſo ſee made good in or upon private Fa- 
es, 

That God times punuſketh s People for the meſatlings of their Go= 
nanny 1 Chirch, State, fr pr 
_ "When Abrabar was journying into Egype with his Wife Sarah, be- 
ing driven thither by a Famine, Ger.12, he ſaid unto Sarah his Wife, 
V.1x, &c. Behold now , I knew that thou art a fair Woman to look. xpon ; 
therefare it ſhell come to paſs when the Egyptians ſhall ſee thee , that they 
ſhall ſay, This % his sfe , aud they bod it me, but they will ſave thee 
alrve ; ſay I pray thee, tho art my Sifter, that it may be well with me for 
thy ſaks,that my Sen! may live becauſe of thee. | 
-  Whence by the way we may note ; Firſt , That Famine and outward 
deſtreſſes roibdly may attexd the deareſt of Gods ("hildren; for we ſee 
DMbrahom that frieed of Ged, was driven into Egypt by reaſon that the 
F arwine wa greevors iu the Laxd, v.10. 

And ſecondly , That the fear of the loſs - fe, may fland with the 
nature of true Faith ; for Abraham the Father of the Faithful , ſaid, 
When the Egyptians ſhall ſee thee, they will ſay, this is his Wife, 
and they will kill me ; therefore ſay , thou art my Siſter .: Andi Pau! 
the Apoftle, a faithful Soul ,- whoſe life being laid wait for,. was /c: 
down by the Wall in « Bachet, Acts 9.25. Yea, the Lord ( brit him- 
ſelf refuſed to walk, in Tury,but walkgd in Galilee, becauſe the Jews ſought 
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e 
LR il John 7.1, . : 
+ But to our Matter,upon Abrahams ſaying,that Sarah was his Siſter, 
 verſ, Ip, and upon the Commendations of Sarah to II 
42 | H 2 inCes ; 


Princes, Sarah was taken into 6 Houſe , and Abraham was 
well entreated by. Pharaoh for Sarahs ſake, v.15,16, | 

Yet the Lord Plagued Pharaoh and his houſe with great Plagues , be- 
cauſe of Sarah, Abrahams Wife, v.17. Pharaoh ſins , and that 1gno» 
rantly too, in taking Abrahams Wife into his Fguſe ; for ſo ſaith the 
Text, v.18. For Pharaoh called Abraham, - ſaid , What is this 
that thou haſt done unto me ? Why didſt thou not tell me ſhe was thy Wife ? , 
Why ſaidſt thou ſhe i my Siſter 7 So I might have taken her to me to 
wife. 

Though Praraob fins, I ſay, and that ignorantly too , as' it 15 clear 
he did ;, yet his Houſe muſt be plagued with great Plagues. 

Whence by the way, I would have all to take notice , That zt ## not 
;gnorance that will excuſe or ſhroud, neither the meaneſt nor the greateſt of 
men, from the ſin-revenging hand of God, © «+ + « 

And ſecondly, That God takes ſpecial care for his faithful ones, 
ſo as that he will not reſpett perſons when they evilly entreat them ;, for (0 
ſaith the Prophet , Pſal. 115.14,i5. He ſuffered no man to do them 
,wrong ; yea, he rep2oved Rings.foz their-ſake; ſaying, Touch not 
mine Anointed,ad do my. Prophets »o harm, +, 

And thus as Abraham was travelling towards the- South Countrey, 
whilſt he ſo;ourned in Gerar, the Lord, reproved Abimelech alſo,Kin 
of Gerar, for his ſake, Gen,20,- For jy" rr" (again) ſaid of Sar 
his Wife , -ſhe is my Siſter ; and [Ab:melech King of Gerar ſent and 
took Sarah, v.2. . But God came to Abimelech in a Dreame by night, and 
ſaid unto him , Thou art :but a dead man, ( a ſharp Reproof indeed 
And he gives him a Reaſon for his ſo ſaying, For the Woman (ſaith he 
which thon haſt taken is a mans Wife, v.3. Yet ſaith the Text, Abime- 
lech had not come near her, v,4. And Abimelech ſaid , Lord, wilt' thou 
flay alſo a Righteous ' Nation ? Said he not , ſhe © my Hiſter ? a»d the, 
ever the her ſelf ſaid, ets mp Bother ; 7» che integrity of my heart, 
and innocency of, my hands have I dene this, v.5. And God ſaid unto him 
ina Dream, yea I know that thou d:dſft this in the integrity of thy heart for 
T alſo wuthheld thee from ſinning againſt me ; therefore ſuffered I thee not 
to touch her, v.6, + | 

Whence I would 'note alſo by the way ; Firſt, That he who'is the 
- Searcher of the heart , and Tryer of the reins, takes a perfett account 
of the bent of the ſjurits of the Sons and Daughters of Men, 

And ſecondly ; That accordingly he ether reſtratns Souls from ſinnng 
againſt him, ot elſe grves perſons up to commit ſin with greedineſs ; for 10 
iaith the Text , And. as they did not like to retain God in«their know- 

 ledge.;: therefore God gave then up to a reptobate mind, Rom, 1.28. 
But 
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But this is that in the ſeventh verſe,that makes the Aflertion goed ; 
Now therefore ((aith the Lord) reftore the Man his Wife', for he is a Pro- 
phet , and he ſhall pray for thee , and thou ſhalt live ; and if thou re= 
wu hp not , know thou , that thou ſhalt ſurelydie , then and all rhat 
thou haſt. . 2. 

The lixe we may ſee made-good in Achans Family, Foſh, 7.: - That 
when Achan had taken'of the'accurſed thihgs, that goodly Babyloniſh 
Garment,- the'Silver;- andthe Wedge of Cold ; the Jada EX= 
tended not onely tothe puniſhment of bimſelf, . but alſo to his whole 
Family,and all that was his ; for to ſaith the Text , JoÞ.7.24. eAnd 
Foſhua and all Tfrael with him , took Athan the Son' of Zerah , and the 
Silver, and the Garment , and the Wedge of Gold, * and his Sons, and his 
Dazghters, 'and his Oxen, and his Aſſes, and his Sheep, 'and his Tent, 
and all that he had : And v.25. They burned thim with fire, after they 
had ſtoned them with ſtones. | 

Now the Lord Chriſt ſaith, Mat.18.16, That in the mouth of 
; two or three witnefles every Truth ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; and I having 

roved each Particular in the Afſertion by two witneſles at the leaſt ; 
hat God many times puniſheth a People for the miſaQtings of their, 
Governours, whether in ( hurch, State, or particular Families, 

And now, leſt I make my lines too numerous, I ſhall forbear to lay. 
down any Reaſons of the Point ; but ſhall proceed to ſome Uſes that. 
may be for our preſent benefit, * | 

And ſeeing itis ſo, That God many times puniſheth a People for 
the miſaRings of their Governours, whether in Church, State,or par= 
ticular Families : . -. 

This then may ſerve for a Uſe of Exhortation tothee, ,O King, to. 
thee, and to all Kings, Princes, and Governours of Nations, Paſtors, 
and*Elders,of. Congyegations-, . and Maſters of Families, . as they ten- 
der.their own good, and the good of thoſe that are. under them , that 
they, walk before, the Lord , and go in and out before their People in 
fingleneſs of heart , and in the fincerity of their Souls, as in the fight 
of God, having a fingle-eye to the Glory of God, and the good of 
the Souls. that are under their charge, carefully yatching over all their 
thoughts, words and actions, 1o as that they bring not the Judgements 
of God upon their people by their miſaQings ; and to be ofcen with 
the Loxdn Prayer, that ſo they may have his Dire&ion and ProteCti- 
on in all their Enterpriſes and Undertakings , to the comfort of. their 
own Souls, and the Peace, Benefir and Well-being of choſe that aze 
under thera, c | Ry 

And ſecondly , This may alſo ſerve for a U{ of Exhortation toall 
Subjects, 


(44: 
Siljalte, though they be Pallor, 4s Elders of Coogregrtinns, and Ma 
tiers of. Families, as well as Members of Churches, or Children, or Ser- 
vanes in particular Farailies, that they be often at the Throne of Grace in 
the behalf of their Kings, Princes and Governours ; and in ſpecial, that 
Englands Subje&s be ofica with the Lord in the behalf of their KING, 
who from his long Exile and ReRtraing, is brought again into this Land of 
his Nativity, which is ſo full of Eicentronſues, Luxmry and Leſcrvieuſmeſs, 
Revilings, Rendings and Tearings, Roarings, Rantings and Swearings, 
wich thoſe eAbemrinations of Stage-Playes, May-games and Paſtimes, 
Pride and Prodegality, that God in Mexcy would be pleaſed to dirt bis 
Heart ſo, as that he be not won either to own, or allow of them ; but to 
diſoan, diſwade and diſcomntenance them : And that God would farcher 
ſtrengthen both his Heart and Hand, to proſecute that Lovely, lauvable, 
p2udent, pions, Conſcientious aod Chziltian, thar trulp Noble and 
molt Heroick Pzincely PROCL A M 4A T I O N, by Him iflued 
forth at his fixli coming amongſt us again, and fince by bun ſeconded by 
another ; that fo Evpland, though now ever a ſink.of Abominations ,aay 
by che good hand of God upon us, by his id«fry,. become as it ſhall 
be once faid of Jerwſalen,te be a Praiſe of the whole Exrth, 

And that God would die& him ſo to conſider of his Holy Things as 
that he preſent nothing co God, but what is Commanded by God, that 
ſo God may not only Crown him with a Crown of Gold here, but allo 
with that Crown of Glory, which ſhall never fade away. 

And that he be th« found Rendring to the Lord, conſidering the dan 
ger of the nepleR thereof, 

For Hezebiab rendered not again according to the Benefits beftowed 
upon him, bur his heart was lifted up ; therefore wrath was upon bim, 
and upon Judah and Jerwſalem. Ele* 5s 

And Thirdly, This may ſerve for a Uſe of Exhortation, ro Mem- 
bers of Congregations, and Children, and Servants of particular Fami- 
lies ; that they be alſo conſtant in this Duty of Prayer, in the behalf of 
their reſpeQive Paſtors, Elders, Fathers or Maſters, thac they may be ſo 
direRted by divine Aﬀilance, that as under their Prince, ſo likewiſe un- 
der them, they may lead a peaceable, a quiet, and a godly life, in all 
eodlineſs and honeſty. = | 

And fo I ſhall paſſe ro my Third and laſt Teachable Concluſion, 
Vit. | 

Thirdly, That outward Enjoyments do many times (0 affet the Heart 
of man, YL that they lifs them = even to ferns, Toa ro their 
e 


pn onenony ——_ un the natwre of things, as he was: 
the 34 of chew; and the temper of Mans Heart, as he was the 

Former of it ; when he cauſed Moſes 1 to fy Ifracl know the particular 
Priviledges they ſhonld enjoy in the Land of Canaan, Deur,8, he giveth 
them this Caunon, v, 12, 13, 14. That when they had eaten and were 

, aud had built poodly Houſes , and dwett therein, when their Heards 
and Flock , their ow and cheir Gold was encreaſed, that then their 
heart ſhould not be liſted up. 

But the truth of this Afertion-we may ſee verified in Belſhazzar 
—_—; for when Dame! was ent for to Read and [nt 
the =Writing ON _ ths to Belſhazzar , Dan, 5.18, he faid ; 
King , the High e no thy Father a Kingdom,and Maieſty, 
_— Glory, 8 Aux oh and for the Majeſty be gave hims, all People, Na- 

7g es trembled and feared before him : whom he would he 
= and w wonld he kept rohg whom he would he ſet up , and 
whons he would he put down , 2s rs doſt now , O King : But when his 
heart was lifted tp , «»d his mrind hardned in Pride , he was depoſed from 
his Kinyly Throne , yer they took, bis plot y frombim, and he was driven 
fm the Sons of Men , and his heart was mate like the Beaſts , and his 
dwellin was with the wild rs , they fed him with praſs like Oxen , and 
his body was wet with the Dew of Heaven , till be | 6.4 that the "Moſt 
High Rwleth i» the Wingtbom of men, and that he appointeth over tt 
whomſoever he will. 

Whence we may note , Thar as his heart was lifted up, and his 
mind haxdned in Pride. fo it was upon the account of tis high ex- 
joyments,to the forgetting of God,who diſpenſed them to him ; which 
we'ſee was the Caufe of his caſting down. 

The like we may 'fee in "Uzziah, 2 Chron. 28. 1. who after the 
_ of Anmzrnh his Father , was "made Kin? of Judah, eAnd he 

gel is Jeroſadew' fifty and ens years, one did.rhat which was right 

mr fr cs Brite And v5. "B fonght God inthe dayes of Z % wh 
arterffanding inthe Viftens of God , and as long as he 

ke Lord , God Fo him to profper ; And be went forth and 
warred againſt the Philiftines, and braks down no Walof Gath , and the 


Wall of , and the' Wall of Afpdod ; and +7 helped him againſt the 
Phikiſttnes, and arftrhe Aradians ; and the Anmuonites gave gift ito 
hins, and hit Nan ſpread abrind, rven tothe emring in of Egypt ; for he 


fren hened err aber jnd he built Towars,both in ernſalem and 
[and ME nds, for be hel wech Ge bath in the - 

his {our Plaine; Hutbardmen alſo, and Vine-dreſſers : 

i (a fs yo Hof of Pebting men, that went ont to War in Bans ; 


his 
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his chief men vr Captains of War bd two thouſand and fix hundred : 
And verſ. 15. He madqin Feruſalem Engins of Var,made by cunnin 
Work-men, tobe onthe Tomers, and on the Bulwarks, [to ſhoot Arrowes an 
great Stones withal ; and his Name ſpread far abroad , for he was marvel- 
/ouſly os till he was ſtrong : But when be was ſtrong, v.16. his bears 
wa: lifted up to his deſtruftion ; for he tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord his 
God , and went into the Temple of the Lord ; and burned Incenſe upon the 
oAltar of Incenſe, And he was ſtruck with Leprofie , 4nd died with- 
out cure.” 
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And thus we ſee” the Lord had a Controverſie' with the Prince 
of Tyrws, againſt whom he gave out a Commiſſion to the Prophet, 
Ezeh,28.2. ſaying, Son of Man, ſay unto the Prince of, Tyra, Thus 
ſaith the Lord , Becauſe thine heart 1s lifted up , ard thou haſt ſaid, 
Jamagod, / fit in the Seat of God, in the midſt of the Seas ; yet thou 
art a Man,and not God, though thou ſet thine heart as the heart of God. 
And the reaſon of the lifting up of his heartis Tendred in the fourth 
and fifth verſes , Which proves our Afertion fully ; ſor ſaith verſ[.4, 
With thy Wiſdom and with thy Underſtanding thou haſt gotten thee richgs, 
and haſt gotten Gold and Silver into thy. Treaſuries, And v; 5. By thy 

eat vi[lew , and by thy Traffick haſt thou encreaſed thy riches, and thy 
heart is lifced up , becauſe of thy riches, :V.7.. Behold, therefore I will 
bring ftrangers upon thee, the terrible of the Nations ; and they ſhalldraw 
their Sword againſt the beauty of thy Wiſdom , and they ſhall defile thy 
brightneſs. And v.8: They (kall bring thee down to the Pit , a-d thow 
ſhalt die the deaths of them that, are lain. inn the midſt of the Seas. , And 
verſ,10. The ſhalt die the death of the Aincixeumciſed., by the hand of 
Strangers ; for / hgue ſpoken. it ſaith tbe Lord. ..... IERDITIIN) 

Thus whilft mens hearts are lifted up,. and ithey forget Godin the. 


Enjoyment of outward things ; andyvith the rich Man in the Goel, 


Lukg 12.19. begin to live to themſelves, and to finga. Requiums'to. 
| PE Og their 
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their Souls ; 'the Lord we ſee brings them down with a, Thow *Foel, 
this night (hall they require thy Soul fram thee, © m—_—_ 
:*:$o:that we'ſee the Pointralſo fully proved. -v;z.. That outwatd En. 
joyments, many times. do ſo.affe& the heart of than, as that they lift 
it up even to the forgetting of God,to their own ruine. 
' Several Uſes might be made hereof, the which for brevity ſake I ſhall 
here omit. And ſhall onely this ſay, 
«© That weſee by common Experience , That they that are hunger- 
bit, when they come to their full of Dier,they run upon it with greedi- 
neſs, like ſrael of old , 1 Sa;14.32. Who flewupon the Spoil, and 
took Sheep and Oxen , and Calves, and flew them on the ground, and the 
People did eat them with the Blod : Which was contrary to the Lay of 
God:, and Which became their fin. Even ſo hunger-bit Souls many 
times eat'with that eagerneſs, that they'do not onely fin in their Ex- 
ceſs, but alſo S»rfert themſelves to the loſs of their lives, 

- This then may ſerve for a Uſe of Caution to thee, O King, that of 
a long time haſt: been a Stranger to this Land of thy Nativity , and 
haſt forced to wander from one Kingdom to another Nation, 
from one Language to another People, in penwry and wart. ; and now 
being come to: three Kingdoms of 'thine own , flowing with Milk 
and Honey, atd yet abounding in all manner of Exceſs of Riot ; let 
me Caution thee in the fear of the Lord, that thou ſurfeit not thy ſelf 
upon the profits nor pleaſures thereof ; nor, let thy Men of Valour, 
neither Domeſtick nor Forreign, that are lately come over to thy athi- 
ſtance, cauſe thee to put thy confidence in an Arm of fleſh ; leſt thy 
heart be lifcedup , and (o thou fo2get thy God to thine own ruine : 
Neither ſurfert thy ſelf with too much blood-ſhed, /e/? thou make thy 
ſelf Blood-guilty, and ſo God begin anew Jnquiſition ; but rather - 
ſhew Pitty and Compaſſion, Love and Lenity, and rather Lament: 
than Launce ; and rather Trwumph over the killing thy Coxruptions 
than thy Subjects; and reſolve to refer thy will to the Lord , who 
ſaith, Vengeance is mine, and I will repay it, Rom.12.19. I would 
here be underftood in a good ſence ; for I do not defire the Obſtruttion 
of the due Admuniſtration of Juſtice , but that it may be ſo admini- 
fired, that cy may be intermixed therewith ; and alſo that Releat- 
ing and Sobriety, and not Exaltation and Inhumanuy , be in the Exe: 
cucton. 

For I know , That it is an Ordinance of God ; For Magiſtrates are 
ſer up for the puniſhment of Evil doers, Rom. 13.3,4. For the Layy 
is not made for the Righteous man , but for the Lawleſs and Diſobed:- 
ent , for the Ungodly and for Sinners, for #»holy and Prophane , for 

| I Mnrtherers 
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eMartherers of Fathers, and Mioherers of Mathers for of, 
for Whoremongers , and for them that 4efile themſelves wath nuw-hrnd, 
for Man-teaters for Lyars and perjured perjeus, or avy threg «lſe that 
is contrary'toſound Dogrine , x Tim.1.9,40. _ 

And ſeeing the Apoftle ſaith , That in many things we offend all, 
James 3.2. For if we ſay we have no fin, we decerve onr ſelves, and 
the truth ts not in us, 1 Joh,1.$. | 

Othen, beperſ to bring thy ſelf to the Bar of Gods Fafice, 
andthere Arra:gn, Fudge, and condemn thy ſetf ; for, ſaith our Apottie, 
© x Cox.13.33. 7f we would Fudge owr ſelves , we ſpould vat be > 
but when we are Fudged,we are ned of the Lard thet we ſhandd nat be 
condemned with the World. : 

And this, O King , is the readreft way { know of , torenver fo 
God, andts keep thy heart from being tifcedup , that ſs wath ta 
not upon thee audthy Kingvoamns. | 

I beſeech thee then in the fear of the Great Jehowah, confider what 
I ſay; andthe Lord im Mercy make thee Wiſe 5 that as thou art an Heir 
to-a Crown of gold here , ſo thou —— that Crams 


of "R; — which never faderh anay ; which, ſaith the Apottic, 
The Lord the Righteons Fudge ſhall geve tne atthac pay , awd 10t oper 
ovely , but 4419 all them atfo that love his appearance, 2 Tan. 3.8. 


And ſo, O Kine, 9 the fngleneſs, 


and ſay, Even fo, rome Lozv Jeſus, rome quickly, 


Mi Gd ES © bid ih 
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DECLARATION 


Of a ſmalf 'Society of BarrTrzend BeLitveRs, 
 nhdcrgoſng the Name of FREE-WILLERS, 
about the CITY of Lonvpo x. 


BE well knowing, that we are and have been 
;: raider to the Pebple of this and. other 
Ps Natugns, as welt by j—_ Leners from friend to 
friend, as by publick Intelligence in Pamphlers and 
Ne Bonk , by A inns we have been 
BY rendred odions in the eyes almott of all, and, as it 
INS were,” made a by-word, and a hiſhay to- all ; 
IEG were notwithltanding willing , according to the 
requirement of our-Savious, Luke 21.19. Fn our patience to poſſeſſe our 
Sowls,and (emily to wait upon our God, for a clearing of onr innocen- 
cyane the cleannefle of our hands in his eye-hight:Bur lately havipg had 
2 view of 'a Declaration, dated the 12th, of December aft, made by 
fome Perſons of the particular Judgment, in which ſome others of 
ancther perſwafion have joyned, tor the which in ſeveraitparticulars we 
cannot in. the .leafh afſent ; We therefore thought it our bounden 
for che vindication of thacTruth,which we are in preſent profeſſion 
and praQice of, as alfo fearing left they having declared to publick 
view ,” we by our filence fhould be looked upon, cither to be of the 
fame Judgment withchem in what they havedeclared , or elſe guilty of 
all or ſonax of rhoſ& five Particulars they in that Declaration ſay che 
SED nepal are charged winhall 3” have therefore fer pen to paper, 
nd/ſhall futt.give 2 particular of the faid five Charges, and then, as in 
the prefence of God, lay down our real Judgments, and Perſwafions, 
erounded upon Scripeme record, to thoſe Charges ; by which it will be 
apparent that we are nor guilcy of themar all, and that we difies _ 
WT I 2 the 
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the faid Declarers in point of Judgment ;, and if we ſhall in ay thing 


chereia derogare fromythe minde of God; we ſhall defire in the 'Spizit of 
love to be reQified by better Judgments, -from the word'of truth , and 
ſhall think- our -ſehves happy gainers"in ſuch aChriftizn reprook; Say 
they, we being miſ-repreſented ro the Nation ; 
I. As ſuch as are oppoſite to Magiſtracy. 0 
2. That we wonld deſtroy the Publick Miniſtry of the Nation, who 
differ from 1 in ſome things about Religion, TA 7 i 2 
3« That we do countenance the People called Quakers , ' in their 
| _—_— praftice. 
4, That we do endeavour a toleration of all miſcarriages , in things 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, under pretence of Liberty of Conſcience. 
5. That we deſire to murther and deſtroy tboſe that differ from « in 
matters of Religion, ; 
To the firſt, we poſitively fay , that we are ſo far from oppoſing 
Magiſtracy, as that it would be to us matter of great rejoycing to know 


Who were our Magiſt : Bur &: eater to ſee ſuctuleEup-who 
agiſtrates : Bur farr greater to FJ peice ag by 
0 ks: Aarti 


men fearing God , and- hating covetouſaeſs, thar ſc oe 
duly executed without reſpe& of perſons,” and Judging Y ky 
water, and righteouſneſs fike a mighty (tream;thar ſo cheygFight be x o; 
more leading into captiviry, &that complaining in our [izexts naight I ye! 
anend ; Bur for our parts to take a carnal weapon iq our AgnYvA 
the lealt violence eicher to fupport or pull down-che warlez-arctor 
or maintain the beſt of men, we look not upon-it-to be our duty in the 
lealt ; much lefſe ro have a thought of endeayouring to ſer up our ſelyes, 
either direly or indireRly ; for were we adilitated and furniſhed 
with ſuch endowments as might render us capable of being Rulers, yer 
could. we not allow our ſelves to a& as Magiſtrates,” becauſe :we are /a 
People choſen out.of the world ,' John 15-19. and'look-upon out ſelves 
as Pilgrims ard Strangers in the earth, Heb: 1313, Pet: 2:1 1-:. Bur 
this we know. to. be the -mind of God, fronuRoms, 13. the beginning, 
x Pet .2, 13, Tit.3. 2, that we are to be ſubjeft ro; and not to reſiſt 
the Powers , becauſe they be ordained''of God; and as Godfets them 
up , ſo he requires his Sons /and- Daughters xo render-to them Tr: 
bute, Cuſtom, Fear and Honour , "Rtmans 'T:36 7. » And .we.further 
| declare, That it.is our boundea' duty iwpobedience to our God; to :pray. 
for Kings,and all thararviin Authority;'t Tim: 2322; \S0 thatweamre fo 
far from oppoſing them, as that we ſay it is our duty to obey them, in/all 
civil things that axe: agreeable. co the mind of God; and. if they ſhall 
require any thing from us that is centrary-to his:mind.and. will, revealed 
in his Holy Scripmures of cruth, we-ſay we are not to refiſt chem; ar if in 
| conſcience 
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| of Baptized: Believers, -* \, Fx 
conſcience We-cannor obey them,/-:cheg-we'ate patiently to . ſuffer under. 
rheto, whatever they he inflict upon-as rang. wegs Ne Raga x ar 7 
requirements: © And to this we yet further declare, that it is our real 
Judgment , as to things Spiritual, not to own them as our Law-givers in 
the leaft, for there is one Law-giver which is able to ſave,and to deſtroy, . 
Jam.4. 12, which is the Lord, 7ſa.3 3:22, And therefore, if they ſhall 
at any*rime impoſe upon us Laws in point'of worſhip, that is, cither to 
Wotſhip a Falſe God, or the true God-after a falſe manner, we by Gods 
afliftance ſhall tell them with Shadrach, Meſbach,and Abednego,Dan, 3, 
16. That we are not carefull ro anſwer them in that matter, yer ſhall 
not ' violently refit , but with chem: paticatly ſuffer junder them', as 
aforeſaid. Wy" 21 2*x 
To the ſecond, . That we would deſtroy the publick Miniflry of the 

Nation , that differ from u« in ſome things about Religion ; We do 
declare, thar if there be a deſtrution intended berween us,we mult leave 
it at their doors , and defire them to Judge berween theall-feeing God, 
the ſearcher of all hearts, and their own-conſciences, what they. havye 
intended by their ſo often preſling, Pr/iement men, from time to time, 
for a Tuppreſſion '6f 'all- that are not of their Judgment in matters of 
Religion : and upon ſearch made, if they, find. themſelves guilty of a 
defire of any ſuch defiruRtion to us, we. ſhall beg them in Gods tear, to 
break off that evil by - timely Repencance, -and- make their Peace, with 
God ;-as'for-our parts, .we are lo far from deſiring any. reyenge againſt 
chem;or any other that ſhal deſire or endeavour our ruine, as.that.ia.che. 
preſence of God,we-ſhall rather pity than envy them, and according to. 
the requirement of our Law-giver, Mar.5.44. pray for them,and their 
con ,notat all in the leaſt defirin of, endeavouring their. confuſion... 
That there are-many things wherein the'palplick Miniliry of the Nation 
and wedifter, in marters ot Religion, both ia DoQtine and Diſcipline, is. 
very clear; *and that wedeſigne or {o;mych, as defire the defttution of 
them,-or any- 'other. perſons whatſoever} for ſuch differences , or any: 
other matters Toncerning our. ſelyes, we hope in our further aaſwer to 
this, and to the feurth and-fifth Particulars, we ſhall. manifeſt to be as. 
cleat; and-alſo therein diſcovet our felyes to be the peaceable. Lambs of 
(briſft{John 21.1 gi the (great Shepherd ana; Biſbop of onr ſouls, 1, Per, 
het ' +Pvt-514.,. Heb.xocad, :Who doth.. require;us to.lears of him, 
for be" is lovbly 28d wieth ; Marth: 21.29, Yet notwichflanding, we. do. 
declare, when or whereyer ſome of us ſhall conveniently. meet with any, 
of them, "either in private or in publick, we ſhall reſolve; ( God afliſtiog, 
us ) to tontend earneſtly mith them, for the Eaith once delivered to the 
Saints/, according; to: chat» Exhortation 'of the. Spitit of God by his. 
yu Apdlllle; 


A Declaration of ſmall Seciety, 


Aeyofile file, Jude 3. 2n& 2oxleti chem, and all: oppokcions, and i pes 
vw Cee raiens Fifua Chet Tim, 2,3-fg4+ the goed. 
" fiolt of Faith, x Tim.6,% ln which combate we age conkidens ,; we. 
neither ſhal{ hazard life, nor draw bload;for through mercy we caa lay, 
with our Apofile,> Cor. 10, Fla hat though we lnve in thi fiefſh, yet wa 
war net after rhe fleſſs,, for vhe weapons of owr warfare ard vet carnal. - 
To the third, That we tomntenancs thi People called: Quakers tn. 
their irregular praftice, To this we anfwer,and Ged js cam wicuels, we. 
lie not, thas we are ſo far from countenancing the , 29, 0s Que ſebves 
in ty irregular praftice, asthar if we our lelves be found in any fuch. 
a&ings , we ſhall not viglemdy oppole , bw padiently ſybjee to fuck * 
penalties as the breach of ſuch Lawes calls for : it would have. been 
well, if the Aﬀertors had declared whezein -this: Itregular p5sGhice dorh 
conſift, that fo we might have given a more paaticulet anſwet ; yer: we 
hope by whar hath #nd ſhall be declaced, icwill be eaſily judged, char 
we for ot parts are no ſuch. peypte-: 35 the: Bapiſis generally age 
reported, and fome ſhew themfirives ro-be,: -  _. Woiloorgt os 
To the forttth, That we emdlvavone a ralberation of all miſcarriages in 
things Ecclefialtical and Crvil,under protence of Liberty of Conſcience, It 
 endeavouring 2 tolleration of all miſcarriages in things Ecclefiaſtic 
the Aﬀertors intend a our ſelyes m our own Aſſembley : we hall 
anfiver chem.as in the of God,the ſearcher of all heatts;; Thar 
we are ſofar from ariy meh Toleration, as that we:.ac this very-day go! 
under a teproach by people we formerly walked  withal ,. becaule 
in the realfity 'of our ſouls, and the Po hearts, We cannot: 
alfow of fome things, that we judge to be of that, nature 
we well knowing; that the Lord Chrift requiresa obſervation of, 
and a univerſal e101] things whatſoever he commanded, Mar, 
28.20, And that as well to whit hath been laid down by his Apoſlles, 
giyen in by the incomes 'of rl\ar Spivic that was 2a lead they neo. all 
truth, and to ſhew chem things tocome, Zohn 16.1 3..which-are alſo the. 
commands of Chriſt, x Cor.14. 37. as to thoſe that were laid down by. 
bimſef, /ohw 18.12; 15, So that we politively fay, that if we ſhall allow. 
of any mifcarriages tirher in DoAviae or Diſcipline amcoglt our ſelves, 
to *thwart the mind of Chr revealed in his Scriptures afwunb; we can 
expe& no better anſwer from: him, than's Proclamation oowr Worſhip 
to be a vain Worſhip, as once he declared agaih(i the Jews, \Adarth. 1 5.5 
9, And therefore if miſcarriages riſe us, we are to bring- ſach, 
miſcarriages tothe the touch-Rone-of Gods word, and fo weigh in 
the ballance of the SanQtrary, atid funding them either toc beavy os wo 
light, that is, cicher adding or diminiſhing from or to the mind of Chailt,, 
we 


chen US. ore lefc — 
we ace then to repair to w Layes left ws in 
recard, for the regulating of ſuch raidcartiages, 40 the, namze 
| of chem, 2s they 1c mg ens} mtg rh 
wacions; and as rſons fianding in ſuch.ot 
relations : We hy me effec fn pero and 
many do notfiick to , that we five and actin things EcclefiaRiical, as 
Libertines, and wirhour Church-Goverament, becauſe we withdrave - 
our ſelves from the —_ Aſſemblies ; Bur 4id fuch perſons rightly 
conſider, what the icpliae of the Miniſtry of the Nation is, in their 
Pacochial Affemblies, who profcſſe themſelves to be che true Spouſe 
and Church of Chrilt, and compare i with the mind of Chriſt revealed 
in che Sori of Truth, who gives Laws to his Church, which is 
thar body of which he himſelf is head, Epheſc4. x5, 21. 22, Col.1 
T8. 2.19. They would then finde themſclves to be the Libertines, and 
got we; and therefore we fhallea defire all that are unacquainted 
wich the true Diſciplice of che Church of ©heift,welll to-weigh, and ſeri. 
ouſly to conkder theſe Starure Laws ofChrift,in that caſe provided, 2759, 
346. 2 Tix-4.4,2. Bphefe$,1x. MarthaB.t5. 1 Tim 5.12, 19, 20. 
mnt I Tim.S:20, Tit. 3; 10+ YLNES IF. 2 Tho. 3, 10» 
Cor.5-4,9,%1- The which, as we will anfwer. the-comrary at the 
nm notin the Jealt wilfully violate canghatd 
Ecclduſtical, they mean that we endea- 
neninde Ammon, 7 all enifrerioges amongt them in their Aﬀemiblies, 
we Thall in the prefence if God clear our ſelves and ſay, we have: 
atall codo wich them, in ſuch macrers 4 for we ſay, they are 
wichourt'asto us, x {or 5.12,13, And fo we look- upon aur felves ro be 
as to them: And if any one ſhall feem to be troubled at this rem: 
Withour, and obzeRt and fay, that we are all the Creation of God, and 
Whar need theſe ex of, Srand ut a dift ance} an wore Holy than 
you ; Tofuch me ſhall anſweriin the of Love and Meeknefle and 
God is-our Witneffe withour OSTENTATION, that ic is true , all: 
en week heers of Ad.ow are the Sons 20d ers of God 
by Regeneration and Adeption, for Many nre 
be rye In fow ave , Marth,20,16.fornmot the hearors of +he Daw, 
Snut the doors ſhall be juſt fied,”'Rom. 2,13. And not every -oneqhar 
faith, Lord, {pur alt _ into the Kingdome of Heaven, buthe that 
doth the witl of the F ather, Manth, 7.21, 'We well know, that many. 
will ſay, theſe are hasd ſayings , and-cannot well'bear thew; But +@- 
ſuch ave ſhall give a direRion in our Poſt-ſoript, where from "one of us 
_— may expe, and we'hope alſo find good fativfeQtion 25-to the. tearm: 
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.*That-we own Liberty of Conſcience we confefſe;bur under that or any 
other;pretence; ita.endeayour a. Toleration of any. Miſcarriages , icither 
in thidgs EceleGaſbeal.or Ciyil,wt haye given (we hope)full facisfaRtion; 
for ſeeing it-i8:th6: will of- our Maſter, to; hayerthe Tates:aqd the Wheat 
row. together. cill che Haryeſt, Marth,.x3-30,. And that our Heavenly 
Facher oth exerciſe his long-ſuffering to the whole bulk of man- kind, 
»ot willing that any ſhinld periſh,but that all ſhanld come to Rgpentance, 
2 Pet«3-9. We. look upon. it to be our Daty to fallow: God, as. Dear 
( hildren, and thus [30 walk\inleve, Ephel:5i2,04., and therefore are 
like-minded, having the ſame love, Phil.2.2.--And'therefoge do further 
declare, that we are asfree, that all others ſhould enjoy their Liberties, 
as we-our ſelves, of what Judgmeng,ſoever they be ; we well kzowing, 
that ſome arecalled at the. eleyeath hour,as well as-ar'the firſt and thirg, 
Maith.20,1,6: And had. the Apoſile ;Pam{:been- plucked tip.whillt the 
was a Tare,a Perſecucor, aBlaſphemer,1' 79,1. x3: and the-chicf of fin- | 
ners,v.x5 he had never been ſuch choyce Wheat, to Satishie ; Refreſh, 
Enable, Enliven, Inlighten, Encourage, build up, and: Inftruct; Corre&, 
and Reprove the —_— of God ; x Cor.3.9, ' the Houſe of Ged, Heb: 
3-6, the Houſhpld of God, Epheſ 24 19,. the Sons and Daughters of 
God, 2-Cor,6.18. Nor that body of which Chriſt is thethead,Co/.1,18, 
and therefore-we cannot but ſay again, that we are as free that all 'pthers 
ſhould enjoy their Liberties jn the things of God, as we our ſelyes; We 
well knowing, that eyery one mult give an accojint: of himſelf ro God, 
Row,1412, for every one ſhall | receive the, things done in the body, 
according to what they have done, whether it be good or bad, 2 Gor.y. 
x0, Matth,25. 34,41. But either to procure or maintaia our own or 
others Liberties by force of Armes, or the leaſt violence, we can find ao 
warranc from the Scriptures of crutch in the leaft, which is that only and 


| alone Rule that we walk by , for all the remedy that we find there 


recorded is, that if they perſecute me #n one City,we may flee into another; 
and this we ſee ated by our Saviour himlelf, Jobs 7. 1. and by his 
Parents, Matth.2.14. and the Apoſtle Peter, Atts 12,17, and Saine 
Paul, Atts 9, 25,26, 1 (or.11.33- And to follow our Maſter, and 


. to tread in the footſteps of the Flock of God gone before us, we judge it 


very ſafe ;. but to refit. by force of Armes,or uſe che lealt violence, we 
Judge wawarrantable. I | 

o the fift and laſt particular , That we would mwrther and deſtroy 
thoſe that differ from us in Matters of Rgligion. 

To this-we cannot but an(wer , that ſo to do we judge were not ſo 
much as commoa Humanity, much leſs Religion or Chrifanity ; but 
our Religion is, pwre and undefiled before God and onr Father, which is, 

| to 


of Baptized Believers, Fs 
to viſit the Fatherl:ſs and widdows, not to make fatherleſs & widdows ; 
and to viſit them in their aſflictions , not to murther and deftroy their 
Relations,to bring them under Aſfiitions:Bur to this we further anſwer, 
that this and the 4th Particular we judg ſeem to contradict one another, 
for murcheriog and deſtroying for difference in matters of Religion, and 
Liberry of Conſcience cannor ſtand together, nor in the eye of Reafon 
can they be charged againſt one and the ſame perſons; for murthering 
ard defiroying for difterence in macters of Religion, deliroyes Liberry of 
Conſcience ; and Liberty of Conſcience twallows up and drowns 
murthering, and deftroying for difference in marrers of Religion ; ſo that 
it argues, that the Aſſercors of theſe chings are yer in Babylon, and 
Contuſion, with thoſe our Apoſtle writ of, i» x Tim. 1,7, not knowing 
well what they ſay , nor whereof #hey do affirm ;, yer notwithſtanding 
ſecing we are therewith charged, in order to the diicharging our ſelves 
of this confuſed burthen, we fhall in the fingleneſs of our fouls yer farther 
diſcover our real judgments, as to the main intent of the Charge, which 
is mucthering and. deſtroying and add this further, that we read of a 
chreefold Sword 1g Scripure, 

x. The Sword of the Spirit , which is the Word of God, Epheſ. 
G, 17» : 

5 The Sword of Juſtice, which is the Magiſtrates Sword, 
Rom, 13. 4 | 

3+ The Sword of Steel , uſually fo called, which is the Sword of 
flaughter, /ſa. x. 20. Exck, 9. 1, 2, 

The firſt of theſe we are required to take rous, and put 0» , Ephel, 6, 
I1,12, 17, and thws to be ſtrong im the Lord, and in the power of bus 
might, whoſe might was evidenced once, again and again, by ufing this 
Sword skilfully, Matrh 4. 4, 7, 9. For it is mighty through God, to the 
pulling down. of ſtrong holds, caftin dewn imagenations, and every high 
thing,that exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledg of God,and bringing into 
captivity, &c. and having in a readineſs to revenge all diſobedzence , 
2 Cor. 10, 4, 5, 6. and is profitable for Dottrine , for Reproof , for 
Correttion, for Inſtruttion in Ryghreouſaeſs, that the man of God may 
be perfett, thorowly furniſhed wnto all good works, 2 Tim, 3, 16, 17, for 
we wraſtle not with fleſh and blood, but againſt principalities, powers, the 
Rwlers of: the dakyeſt of this world, Epheis, 6. 12. not for nor again(t 
the Magiltrates, Parliaments,nor Armies of the world, the beſt of whoſe 
firergrh is fleſh and not ſpirit, who ſhall be defiroyed together, 1ſa. 31. 
I, 2, 3. CMatr, 26,52. 4 

As for the, Sword of Juſtice, or the Magiſtrates Sword, we are to be 
ſubje& to it, as we haye fully So and: not to refit it, which oy 
raKes 
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takes reyenge on no man before he be apprehended, charged, heard, and 
by good evidence convicted, and ſentence according tothe fat proved, 
given, and then an immediate Commiſſion given. to an'Execmioner, 
according to. the Fa&t and Sencence, 'for the putting this Sword in 
execution, 

But the Sword of laughter, without examination or due conſideration, 
is many times put in execution to the flaying and deftroying of. friends 
as well as enemies; witneſs thole {laughters, and woundings in this City, 
ia the late Inſurre&ion, | 

. And for our aQting in this Sword, we canfind no warrant from 
Scriptures in the leaft, for that ſword being once procured by Petey, and 
another of the Diſciples, and that by an immediate Commiſſion from 
Chrift , the work beiog finiſhed for which it was intended, we find'an 
immediate and peremptory command for the ſheathing it-again 5 and 
this reaſon rendred from the lip of cruth it ſelf, for all they that take the 
ſword ſhall periſh with the ſword, Matth.26.5 2. for whoſoever will ſave 
his life ſhall loſe it, Math. 16.25, and we ftnd no tolleration in Holy 
Writ to the people of God for the drawing it again the leaſt, ' neither 
by Precepr or Example. je <1 Owe '>tT 1 

Bur leſt this countermand ſhould not be looked upon to. be a 
ſufficient warrant for its contiauance in its place,. by the People of God 
for the time to come, the Lord Chrilt, amongſt ſeveral other weighty 
things, ſenc to the ſeven Churches in vAfia,and in-them-to us, by Jahr 
the Revelator, is not backward to-reming' them, andus in\themigh it 
agnin, as a.matter of. no-ſmal? concernment 3; and- ( as we judg )- ft it 
ſhould not be taken ſo much norice of: by us in this our day, as he, would 
have'$t, he brinoeth ir in, in the mid(t of a Diſcourſe, not long befoxe the 
riſe of the Man of Sin, when one of the heads of the Beaſt is wounded, 
as ir were to death-,' and 'thattleadly wound way healed, Rev.rz.3; 
intimacing thus much; as we apprehend, That as Kingly gone bath, 
had a'wound ir theſe Nations, eveivas it were unto death, ſo!'we know, 
that the deſign of God ſhall be brought abour, and the Scriptures muſt 
be fulfilled , for chat deadly wound'ſhall be healed, Rev.1 3.3. and we 
finding the ſpirits of the generality of the People of the three Nations 
yery high in-this junQure of rime, 1h the behalf of Kingly Government, 
hke Iſract of old, r Sahr;8, ſothat by the face of things, as thepappear 
to us in this halt change, we do diſcern, us _— a glafle darkly, that 
the. deadly wound-is now going- to be: Healed, although we do really 
judge , that ſeveral that are in preſent eminent-power, intend no fuch 
phiog, no more the the' Jrigs th the erucifyibg of Chrilt', intended the 
bringing the great deſign, and'fore-appointment of *God about, Qty 2. 

« 23» 


.-- of Baptized Believers. T7 
23. -By all which we judge;: that Caution was intended chiefly to us 

» whom the ends of the world is come; and left we ſhould not be fo 
mindful of our Duties as he would have us, he makes as it were a Proc!a- 
mation,to beſpeak our beter attention ro what he iatendeth, & faith, Rev. 
13:49,10. He that bath an ear to hear let him hear ; he that leadeth into 
capt; ity, (ball go into captivity ; hethat killethwith the ſword, (hall be 
killed with the ſword : Hefte is the Faith and Patience of the Saints, that 
Whileſt others are leading into Captivity, and killing with the Sword, to 

ll down, or fet up' this or that Power, Man, or Government ; to give a 
deadly 'Wound to Kingly Power, or to heal that deadly Wound again, 
that chen the'People of 'God- ſhould in their Patience poſſeſs their ſoul?, 
and in the:mitt of thefe Revolutions, exerciſe their Faith, as once chat 
Prophet did, Hab. 3. 17, and faithfully to depend upon God for his 
Preſervation and ProteRion, keeping themſelves pure and undefiled from 
leading into Captivity, or _ with the Sword, lelt they themſelves be 
led mto captivity, & killed by the fword ; thereby evidencing themſelves 
to be the praceable Flock, of Chriſt; choſen aut of the world, Joh. 15. 19. 
and following their Maſter the Lord and Prince of Peace, Ifa, 9. 6. 
2 Theſ-3.16,- being regulated by his requirements in the Goſpel of Peace, 
Romans 10. 15. Epheſians 6, 5, having received from the God of Peace, 
Rom.15.33- Rom. 16.20. 2 Cor.1 3.11.that Sperrit, whoſe fruits is Love, 
Foy, Peace, long-Suffrring, Geutleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meckneſs and 
I OP which there is no Law ; that as they are Chrifts, ſo 

ſhould evidence thar _—_— crucified the fleſh with the affeftions 

laft;, Gal.g.23,2 3,24. But luſt being not crucified, it breaks forth 
into wars and fightings ; for when wen luſt and have net, then they k:ll 
and defire to bave, ]ames 4. 1, 2. and when the People of God ſhall a& 
chus, the Spirit of God brands them with thoſe Ignominious Names of 
Adulterers, and Adulterefles, informing them, that whart they are fighting 
for, is enmity againſt God ; and that it chey obtain it, they are enemies to 
God, James 4, 4. and we well knowing, that whileſt we are Friends to 
the world,we are Enemies to'God ; dare not in the leaſt have to do in the 
world, ſo as to ſet up our ſelves,or to fide with any,cither in. ſertirg up, or 
pulling down ;_ And how can a mans love to the world be evidenced 
more, than in venturing bis life for it ? according to that ſaying of cur Sa- 
viour, John 15, 13, 

And we further Declare, That as we are to be a peaceable People up- 
on the account of Aion, {o we look upon it to be our Ducy, to keep our 
ſelves from Oarhs, Engagements, and Covenants, eicher For or eAgainſt 
this or'that Perſon, Goyernment, or Perſons whatſoever :; For becauſe 
K 2 
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of SWE A P I N G the Land mourneth, fetem.23.10. For the 
Lord hath a C ontroverſie-wth the Inhabitants of the Land, becauſe theve 
i no Truth, nor Mercy, nor Knowledge. of God in the Land , for by 
SWEARING, and Lying, and Killing, and Stealling, and 
committing «Adultery, they break forth, and bloud toucheth bloud, faith 
the Prophet, Hof. 4. 1, 2,3. And faith the ſame Propher, Hof. x0. 3, 4. 
They have ſpoken words, $ WEARING falſy, ing 4 
Covenant; THUS Judgement fpringeth up as Hembeck. in the furrows 
of the field ; and we not knowing what” the Cabiner Counſel of God is 
in this our day, upon the account of — dare not in the leaſt 
have ſo much as a thought tro Engage in any ſuch thing, leſt we be found 


Frghters againſt God; according to the ſaying of Gamaliel, though in a= * 


nother caſe, Atts. 5. 39. 

And therefore do Declare our Reſolution herein, That we ſhall nec 
( God affifting us ) enter into any Engagement whatloever, upon any 
ſuch account ; Yer ſhall this ſay again, That we ſhall not violently re 
ft the Impoſers of any ſuch Engagements, but ſhall pagiently ſuffer the 
penalry of our non-obedience, as aforeſaid, 

And we further Declare,as ia the preſence of God, who is the ſearcher 
of all hearts, That as. it hath been ſome of out great trouble for a long 
time, to ſee ſome of thoſe that are in the ſame Faith and Order with us, 
ſoaQting ; ſo.itis now become even” an overwhelming'burchen upon our 
Souls, to ſee them generally running luch a precipicant courſe; by which 
aQings of theirs, the mouths almolt of all mea are opened againſt them, 
and that Truth they profeſs, molt ignominiouſly branded and reproached, 

And therefore we further Declare, That in the' fight of God, Angels, 
and Mea, that we bear our Teſtimony againſt them in their preſent a+ 
ings, and cannot Rand by them, nor have Communion with them therein, 
nor with-thoſe that firengrhen their hands in ſtanding by them z and muſt 
xl! chem in the words of our Savior, Luke 9.5 5, That they know not what 
Spirit they are of ; for, the Son of Man (their Maſter) came not to deſtroy 
mens lives, but to ſave them. The Premiſes conſidered, we ſhall Appeal 
co the Judgement of all Rational men, whether-we are guilty of what we 
are Charged withal, or not ; Yer if they ſhall Rll go on norwirhſtanding 
to uſe us Yepoodchibity, for the Name of Chriſt, we ſhall be { far from 
Endeavouring or Deſiring a Revenge, as that in the words of Chriſt, we - 
ſhall ia our Requeſts arthe Throne of Grace, cry out and ſay, Father, 
Forgive them, they kyow not what they da, 
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Oraſmuch, as the faid Declarers, in their Anſwer to the Firſt Particu-» 

lar in their Declaration, do call the Independants and Presbyteriaws 

their Chriſtian Friends; the which, however it is they fo complement with 
them, yet in reality ( we judge ) they cannot own them as ſuch upon a. 
Scripture account ; as alſo, becauſe one Mr. #/:illiam eAllejn, in a Book 
lately © =ry Publiſhed, Iatituled, A Rerrattation to Separation ; In 


which Book, ia the whole currant of ir, all the Scriptures that he brings 
which were written by the immediate direRions and Incomes of the Ho- 
ly Spirit of God, to the Churches, as they were in the Faith and Order of 
the Goſpel, he applyeth to, and allo for, and in the behalf of E plcopate, 
Independants, and Pre:byterians, Who are oppoſite both to the Doctrine 
and Diſcipline of thoſe Churches, he intending thereby to perſwade us, if 

ſible, to a Belief, That they are the true and viſible Members of that 
Þody, of which Chriſt is the Head ; the which Book, by. Gods aflifiance, 
is intended ſuddenly to be Anſwered by one of our Society, who Reſol- 
yeth to entitle it, The R etrattators Work, Scaned ; Or, the Conceptions 
and Suppoſalt of Mr.W. Alleyn, regulated by —___ Record : in which, 
with oxher things, a Goſpel-Reliever, or a true Church of Chrift, upon 
a Goſpel account, is intended to be fiated ; the which is hoped will be 
ſo plain, that it may prove Inſtrumental to- the Undeceiving of ſome that 
are under a Deceipt, by means of that, and ſuch deceitful Diſcourſes as 
that is ; In which Anſwer it is farther hoped, That thoſe that are \un- 
fatisfied with our tearm FWithowr,_ in our Anſwer in our Declaration to the 
Fourth Particular, my receive alfo good fatisfaRtion ; and in the-mean 
tine we defire all ro-take notice; That though we thus ſpeak, yer we have 

ood thoughts of choſe Friends that go under thoſe Denominations, and 
oown them, and all others, of all other Opinions whatſoever, in Union, 
fo far as they own God, Chriſt, and their Truths ; but to own the beſt of 
men to be Members of that Body, of which Chriſt is the Head, and fo to- 
kave Communion with them, either to make them our mouth in Prayer- 
to God for us, or Geds mouth in ſpeaking forth his Truths to us, or in 
Breaking of Bread at the Table of the Lord, we cannot own them in the- 
leaſt ; Our Reaſons,we hope, will be fully laid down inthe Anſwer to the- 
ſaid Book, 
H enry Ads. Richard Pilgrim, 


eAbel Hutchins, William Cox. 
In behalf of themlſclyes, and thoſe that walk with them. 
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